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Introduction

When the Norwegian comedy duo Ylvis burst onto the global music scene in 2013, few could have predicted the

cultural phenomenon that would follow. Their debut single, “The Fox (What Does the Fox Say?)”, became an instant

internet sensation, topping charts, inspiring countless parodies, and sparking a worldwide conversation about the

elusive sounds of our furry friends. The song’s infectious hook, “What does the fox say?”, captured the imagination

of millions, and its playful exploration of animal noises turned a simple comedic premise into a viral anthem.

In this comprehensive guide, we dive deep into the world of Ylvis and the fox, exploring the origins of the hit, its

lyrical genius, the science behind real fox vocalizations, and the lasting impact the track has had on music, pop

culture, and even wildlife education. Whether you’re a longtime fan of Ylvis, a curious music enthusiast, or simply

intrigued by the question, “What does the fox say?”, this article will provide you with an engaging, SEO-optimized

exploration that satisfies both human readers and search engines alike.

Who Are Ylvis?

The Brothers Behind the Viral Hit

Ylvis is a Norwegian comedy duo consisting of brothers Vegard and Bård Ylvisåker . They first gained national

attention on the Norwegian television show “Nytt på nytt” in the early 2000s, where their sharp wit and absurd

humor resonated with audiences. Their transition into music was marked by a series of quirky, genre-defying

singles that blended humor with catchy melodies.

From Comedy to Music

Before “The Fox”, Ylvis had already experimented with musical comedy, releasing songs like “Silly Love” and “The

World’s Best Song”. These early releases laid the groundwork for their signature style: a combination of satirical

lyrics, unconventional production, and a willingness to embrace the absurd. This blend of comedy and music set

the stage for the global breakout that would come with the fox song.

The Fox Song: Background and Creation

Inspiration from a Simple Question

The idea for “The Fox” stemmed from a playful conversation between the brothers about how animals

communicate. They wondered, “What does the fox say?”—a question that, while seemingly trivial, sparked a

creative frenzy. The duo realized that while many animals have distinct vocalizations, the fox remained an enigmatic

figure, especially in popular culture.

Writing the Lyrics

Ylvis approached the lyrics with a mix of scientific curiosity and comedic exaggeration. They researched actual fox

sounds, consulted zoologists, and then decided to “invent” a series of absurd noises that would fit the rhythm and

humor of the track. Lines like “Ring-ding-ding-ding-dingeringeding” and “Gering-ding-ding-ding-dingeringeding”

showcase their playful take on what a fox might sound like if it had a pop �star persona.



Production and Sound Design

The production of the song involved a blend of electronic beats, pop melodies, and unusual vocal samples. The duo 

worked with producer Hans Erik Løwe, who helped shape the track into a polished yet quirky pop single. The final

product was a catchy, danceable tune that left listeners humming the chorus long after the music stopped.

What Does the Fox Say?

Real Fox Vocalizations

While the song’s lyrics are intentionally humorous, real foxes do produce a variety of sounds. Foxes communicate

through a complex system of vocalizations that include:

•  High �pitched yips used to signal excitement or to communicate with their young.

•  Grunting and growling when threatened or during territorial disputes.

•  Howls and whines that can be heard over long distances, especially during mating season.

These natural sounds are far less theatrical than the “ring-ding-ding” chorus, but they play a crucial role in fox social

behavior and survival.

How the Song Captures the Mystery

Ylvis’s choice to create an absurd, almost nonsensical chorus mirrors the mystery that surrounds fox vocalizations.

By presenting a series of invented noises, the song invites listeners to imagine a world where the fox is the ultimate

pop star, thereby highlighting the gap between human expectations and wildlife reality.

Cultural Impact

A Viral Phenomenon

Upon its release, “The Fox” achieved unprecedented success on the internet. Within days, the music video had

garnered millions of views on YouTube, and the song climbed to the top of charts across Europe, Canada, and the

United States. The track’s viral nature was fueled by social media shares, meme culture, and a wave of fan-made

parodies.

Influence on Music and Pop Culture

The fox song’s success proved that humor and novelty could break through mainstream music markets. Artists like 

Justin Bieber and Lady Gagahave cited Ylvis’s work as an inspiration for blending pop sensibilities with

unconventional themes. The song also paved the way for other novelty hits, such as “Gangnam Style” and “Harlem

Shake,” demonstrating the power of internet virality in shaping global music trends.

Educational Impact

Surprisingly, the song has also been used in educational contexts. Teachers have incorporated it into lessons about

animal biology, music production, and digital media. The catchy chorus makes it easier for students to remember

key facts about fox behavior and the broader ecosystem.

Behind the Scenes

Music Video Production

The music video for “The Fox” was shot in the picturesque landscapes of Norway, featuring the Ylvis brothers

performing in a forest setting. The video’s humor is amplified by the brothers’ exaggerated performances, comedic

props, and the inclusion of a literal fox cameo, adding to the playful narrative.



Marketing Strategy

Ylvis’s team employed a multi �platform marketing approach, leveraging YouTube, Twitter, and Facebook to release

teaser clips, behind �the �scenes footage, and interactive content. The strategic use of hashtags and timely releases

during peak online engagement periods helped maintain the song’s momentum.

Fan Theories and Parodies

What Do Fans Think the Fox Says?

Over the years, fans have proposed a variety of theories about the fox’s vocalizations. Some believe that the fox’s

sounds are a coded message from an alien species, while others think it’s a secret language used by wildlife

activists. These theories, while purely speculative, add to the mystique surrounding the song.

Parodies and Remixes

Countless parodies have emerged, ranging from political satire to musical mashups. Popular versions include “The

Chicken (What Does the Chicken Say?)” and “The Dog (What Does the Dog Say?)”. These remixes showcase the

song’s adaptability and the enduring appeal of its central question.

The Fox in Folklore and Mythology

Symbolic Representations

Throughout history, the fox has been portrayed as a cunning trickster in folklore. From the Japanese myth of the 

Kitsune to the European tales of Reynard the Fox, these stories often highlight the fox’s wit and adaptability.

Modern Interpretations

In contemporary media, the fox often symbolizes intelligence and resourcefulness. The Ylvis song plays into this

archetype by portraying the fox as a pop star, thus merging ancient symbolism with modern pop culture.

Music Video Analysis

Visual Themes

The video’s rustic Norwegian backdrop juxtaposes the modern pop sound with a sense of timelessness. The use of

natural lighting, forest scenery, and the brothers’ dynamic choreography creates an engaging visual narrative that

complements the lyrical content.

Symbolic Elements

Key symbols in the video include:

1.  The fox’s appearance, which serves as a literal representation of the song’s subject.

2.  The use of bright colors, reflecting the playful nature of the track.

3.  The recurring motif of dancing, which underscores the song’s dance �floor appeal.

How to Make Your Own Fox Song

Step 1: Research Real Fox Sounds

Listen to recordings of fox vocalizations from reputable sources such as wildlife documentaries or scientific

journals. Pay attention to the pitch, rhythm, and context of each sound.

Step 2: Craft Your Lyrics



Blend factual information with comedic elements. Use playful onomatopoeia to create memorable hooks.

Remember to keep the chorus short and catchy.

Step 3: Compose the Melody

Choose a pop �friendly chord progression and incorporate electronic elements to give your track a modern feel.

Experiment with different tempos to find the right groove.

Step 4: Produce the Video

Film in a natural setting if possible, or use creative visuals that reflect the song’s theme. Add humor through

costumes, props, and exaggerated performances.

Step 5: Release Strategically

Use social media platforms to tease your audience. Release short clips, behind �the �scenes footage, and interactive

content to build hype.

Conclusion

Ylvis’s “The Fox (What Does the Fox Say?)” is more than a novelty hit; it is a cultural milestone that bridged humor,

music, and wildlife curiosity. By asking a simple question, the duo sparked a global conversation about animal

communication, internet virality, and the power of creative storytelling. Whether you’re fascinated by the real sounds

of foxes, intrigued by the mechanics of viral marketing, or simply enjoy a good laugh, the legacy of Ylvis and their

unforgettable chorus continues to resonate worldwide.
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