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Who Wrote the Novel The Great Gatsby?

When you think of the 1920s, images of flapper dresses, speakeasies, and the roaring jazz scene come to mind. 

Yet, the literary echo of that era is perhaps best captured in one of the most celebrated American novels of all time: 

The Great Gatsby. The question that often surfaces in conversations, classrooms, and book clubs is simple yet 

profound: who wrote the novel The Great Gatsby? The answer is a name that has become synonymous with the 

Jazz Age itself – F. Scott Fitzgerald. This article delves into the life and work of Fitzgerald, the context of his 

writing, the journey of The Great Gatsbyfrom manuscript to classic, and why this novel remains a touchstone for

readers worldwide.

F. Scott Fitzgerald: The Man Behind the Myth

Early Life and Foundations

Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald was born on September 24, 1896, in Saint Paul, Minnesota. He was the son of a

wealthy businessman and a mother who cultivated a love for literature in the household. From an early age,

Fitzgerald exhibited a keen literary eye, writing poems and short stories that earned him local acclaim. His

upbringing in a comfortable yet culturally rich environment laid the groundwork for his future as a novelist who

would explore the American Dream’s highs and lows.

Education and Military Service

Fitzgerald attended Princeton University, where he was a member of the literary society Trinity College’s 

Philodemic Society. It was here that he began to publish his early work, catching the attention of literary editors. In

1917, he enlisted in the U.S. Army during World War I, serving as an officer in the 89th Infantry Division. The war

experience profoundly influenced his worldview, exposing him to the fragility of life and the illusion of heroism—

themes that would surface later in his fiction.

First Forays into Publishing

After the war, Fitzgerald moved to New York City, the burgeoning epicenter of American literature and culture. He 

quickly became part of the literary circle that included the likes of Edna Ferber and Edith Wharton. His first novel, 

This Side of Paradise, published in 1920, was an immediate success. The book, a semi-autobiographical account

of a young man’s journey through love, ambition, and self-discovery, captured the restless spirit of the post-war

generation.

Personal Life and Creative Influences

•  Marriage to Zelda Sayre: Fitzgerald’s relationship with the vibrant and artistic Zelda Sayre became a defining 

aspect of his personal and creative life. Their partnership was both a source of inspiration and turmoil, influencing 

the lush, romantic imagery that permeates his work.

•  Jazz Age Aesthetics: The vibrant music, dance, and social scene of the 1920s provided a backdrop for 

Fitzgerald’s storytelling, allowing him to weave contemporary cultural elements into his narrative fabric.

•  Financial Aspirations: Fitzgerald’s constant pursuit of wealth and status, both personally and through his 

writing, mirrored the novel’s exploration of the American Dream’s elusive nature.



Writing The Great Gatsby: From Idea to Icon

Genesis of the Story

Fitzgerald began drafting the manuscript for The Great Gatsby in 1922, drawing inspiration from real-life figures 

such as the enigmatic millionaire Jordan Bakerand the lavish lifestyle of the wealthy elite. The novel’s central

character, Jay Gatsby, was said to be modeled after a man Fitzgerald met at a party in New York – a man who

embodied the self-made, glamorous dream that many Americans aspired to.

Research and Authenticity

To ensure authenticity, Fitzgerald conducted extensive research into the social dynamics of the wealthy class. He

attended high-society events, observed the opulent parties of the era, and noted the subtle tensions between the

old money aristocracy and the newly rich. These observations are reflected in the novel’s vivid descriptions of

opulent mansions, extravagant parties, and the underlying melancholy that pervades the story.

Publication Journey

1.  Initial Manuscript: The original manuscript was submitted to a small publisher, but it was rejected due to its 

perceived lack of commercial appeal.

2.  Revisions: Fitzgerald reworked the manuscript, tightening the prose and sharpening character arcs. He also 

added a narrator, Nick Carraway, who provides an outsider’s perspective on the unfolding drama.

3.  Final Acceptance: In 1925, the novel was finally accepted by Charles Scribner’s Sons, a prestigious New 

York-based publisher.

First Publication and Immediate Reception

When The Great Gatsbyhit the shelves in 1925, it received a lukewarm response from the literary community.

Critics praised Fitzgerald’s lyrical prose but questioned the novel’s depth. However, the book quickly gained

popularity among the general public, resonating with those who found the depiction of the Jazz Age’s excesses and

disillusionment both relatable and cautionary.

Key Themes and Literary Significance

The American Dream Dissected

At its core, The Great Gatsbyis a critique of the American Dream. Gatsby’s relentless pursuit of wealth and status,

driven by his love for Daisy Buchanan, illustrates the hollowness of material success when divorced from genuine

human connection.

Identity and Transformation

The novel explores the fluidity of identity, as characters reinvent themselves to fit societal expectations. Gatsby’s

transformation from James Gatz to Jay Gatsby reflects the broader societal phenomenon of reinvention during the

Roaring Twenties.

Love, Loss, and the Passage of Time

Fitzgerald’s narrative is steeped in melancholy, underscored by the motif of the green light—an enduring symbol of

hope, longing, and unattainable desire. The novel’s melancholic tone is amplified by the narrator’s reflective voice,

which offers a poignant perspective on the fleeting nature of youth and ambition.

The Legacy of F. Scott Fitzgerald



Impact on American Literature

Fitzgerald’s contribution to the American literary canon is monumental. He helped shape the modernist movement, 

blending lyrical prose with incisive social commentary. His works, including Of Mice and Men and The Sun Also 

Rises, remain staples in academic curricula worldwide.

Influence on Popular Culture

The novel’s themes have permeated film, theater, music, and fashion. Notable adaptations include the 1974 film

starring Robert Redford and the 2013 cinematic version featuring Leonardo DiCaprio. These adaptations continue

to introduce new generations to Fitzgerald’s storytelling.

Posthumous Recognition

Fitzgerald died in 1940 at the age of 44, but his legacy grew posthumously. The literary world re-evaluated his 

work, and The Great Gatsbywas eventually recognized as a masterpiece of American literature. Today, it ranks

among the most studied and celebrated novels, with its themes continuing to resonate across cultures.

Frequently Asked Questions About F. Scott Fitzgerald and The Great Gatsby

1. What inspired Fitzgerald to write The Great Gatsby?

Fitzgerald was inspired by the extravagant lifestyles of the 1920s elite and real-life personalities he encountered.

He sought to capture the era’s glamour while exposing its underlying emptiness.

2. Did Fitzgerald’s personal life influence the novel?

Yes. Fitzgerald’s marriage to Zelda, his financial struggles, and his own experiences with fame and ambition heavily

influenced the novel’s characters and themes.

3. How does The Great Gatsby reflect the Jazz Age?

The novel’s vivid descriptions of parties, jazz music, and the social dynamics of the wealthy reflect the era’s cultural

vibrancy and moral ambiguity.

4. Is The Great Gatsby a bestseller?

Yes. Over the decades, the novel has sold millions of copies worldwide and remains a staple in literature courses.

Conclusion

The question “who wrote the novel The Great Gatsby?” finds its answer in the name F. Scott Fitzgerald, a writer 

whose life and work encapsulate the spirit of the Jazz Age. His nuanced exploration of ambition, love, and the 

American Dream has secured The Great Gatsbyas an enduring classic. As readers continue to discover the

novel’s lyrical prose and timeless themes, Fitzgerald’s legacy endures, reminding us that the pursuit of dreams—

whether glittering or tragic—remains a universal human experience.
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