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When Is the Next NYC Sanitation Exam 2021?

For anyone aspiring to become a sanitation worker in New /York City, the timing of the NYC sanitation exam 2021is

a crucial piece of information. Knowing when the next exam will be held helps you plan your study schedule, secure

a registration spot, and ultimately secure a job in one of the city’s most essential public service roles. This guide

dives deep into the exam’s dates, registration process, format, study strategies, and more—providing everything

you need to confidently navigate the 2021 exam cycle.

Why the NYC Sanitation Exam Matters

Sanitation workers play a vital role in maintaining the cleanliness and public health of New York City. Whether it’s

collecting garbage, operating street sweepers, or ensuring that recycling programs run smoothly, these

professionals keep the city’s streets safe and tidy. The NYC sanitation exam is the gateway to this career,

assessing candidates on their knowledge of city regulations, safety protocols, and practical skills.

Key Dates for the 2021 Exam Cycle

The NYC sanitation exam schedule is typically released annually by the Department of Sanitation (DSNY). For

2021, the main exam dates were:

•  First Exam Session: April 12–14, 2021

•  Second Exam Session: June 3–5, 2021

•  Final Exam Session: August 15–17, 2021

These sessions were held at various testing centers across Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx, and Staten

Island. If you missed the 2021 sessions, the next set of dates for 2022 began in early February, with subsequent

sessions spaced roughly every two months.

How to Find the Current Exam Schedule

Because the exam dates can change each year, it’s essential to check the official DSNY website or the DSNY FAQ

page for the most up �to �date information. You can also sign up for email alerts or follow DSNY on social media to

receive real �time updates.

Registering for the NYC Sanitation Exam 2021

Registration is a multi �step process that must be completed well before the exam date. Here’s a step �by �step guide to

help you navigate the process:

1.  Create a DSNY Account: Visit the DSNY portal and click “Register.” You’ll need to provide a valid email 

address, create a password, and verify your identity with a government ID.

2.  Complete the Application: Fill out the online application form, including your personal details, education 

background, and work experience. Be honest and thorough—any discrepancies can delay your registration.

3.  Pay the Exam Fee: The fee for the 2021 exam was $50, payable via credit card or PayPal. Keep the receipt; 

you’ll need it to confirm your registration.

4.  Select a Testing Center: Choose a location that is convenient for you. The DSNY portal will list all available 

centers and their operating hours.



5.  Schedule Your Exam Date: Pick a date that falls within the available windows. Once you confirm your choice, 

the portal will lock your slot.

6.  Print the Confirmation Letter: After payment, you’ll receive a confirmation email. Print this letter and bring it 

with you to the test center.

Missing any step can result in a delay or even a cancellation of your spot, so it’s best to complete the registration at

least two weeks before your preferred exam date.

Exam Format and Content Overview

The NYC sanitation exam is a written test that evaluates both general knowledge and specific sanitation-related

skills. The exam is divided into two main sections:

•  Section A – General Knowledge (50%): Covers topics such as mathematics, reading comprehension, and 

basic reasoning. These questions assess your general aptitude and problem �solving ability.

•  Section B – Sanitation Knowledge (50%): Focuses on city sanitation regulations, safety procedures, waste 

handling, and environmental compliance. This section tests your familiarity with DSNY policies and real �world 

scenarios.

Each section contains 50 multiple �choice questions, and you’ll have 90 minutes to complete the entire exam. The

passing score is set at 70% overall, meaning you must answer at least 35 out of 50 questions correctly in each

section.

What to Bring to the Exam Center

Being prepared on the day of the exam can reduce stress and help you focus on the questions:

•  Printed Confirmation Letter: The DSNY portal will provide a PDF—print it out and bring it with you.

•  Valid Photo ID: A driver’s license, passport, or state ID.

•  Calculator: A basic, non �graphing calculator is allowed.

•  Comfortable Clothing: Dress in layers; testing centers can be cool.

•  Water Bottle: You’re allowed one water bottle, but no food.

Effective Study Strategies for the NYC Sanitation Exam 2021

Preparing for the exam requires a mix of knowledge acquisition, practice, and time management. Below are proven

strategies that have helped many candidates succeed.

The DSNY provides an exam blueprint that outlines the weight of each topic. Study the blueprint to allocate your

study time effectively. For example, if “Waste Management” accounts for 20% of Section B, spend a proportionate

amount of time mastering that area.

DSNY offers a free study guide that includes sample questions and recommended reading. Additionally, you can

purchase official practice tests from reputable vendors that mirror the exam’s format.

Plan a realistic timetable. For instance, dedicate 30 minutes daily to general knowledge and 45 minutes to

sanitation topics. Use a calendar or study app to track progress and adjust as needed.

During practice sessions, time yourself. The exam’s 90 �minute limit means you have about 1.8 minutes per question.

Learn to skim questions quickly and eliminate obviously wrong answers to save time.

Collaborating with peers can expose you to new perspectives and clarify difficult concepts. Many online forums and

local community centers host study groups specifically for the NYC sanitation exam.

Analyzing previous exam results can reveal common pitfalls. DSNY publishes anonymized results and question



difficulty levels, which can guide your focus areas.

Resources to Help You Prepare

Below is a curated list of resources that cover a wide range of study needs—from basic tutorials to advanced

practice tests.

•  DSNY Official Study Guide: Download PDF

•  NYC Sanitation Exam Practice Tests: ExamPrep.com

•  Sanitation Safety Training Videos: YouTube Playlist

•  Community College Courses: Many local colleges offer courses in waste management and environmental 

science.

•  Local Libraries: Free access to books on municipal regulations and safety protocols.

Exam Day Tips

Even with thorough preparation, exam day nerves can surface. Here are quick tips to keep you calm and focused:

•  Arrive 30 minutes early to settle in and review your confirmation letter.

•  Read each question carefully—look for qualifiers like “not” or “except.”

•  Use the process of elimination to narrow choices.

•  Keep a steady pace—don’t spend too much time on a single question.

•  Stay hydrated, but avoid caffeine that may spike anxiety.

After the Exam: Results and Next Steps

Results are typically released within 1–2 weeks of the exam date. You can check your score by logging into your

DSNY account. If you pass, you’ll receive a notification about job placement opportunities and further training

requirements. If you do not pass, you may retake the exam after a waiting period (usually 30 days). It’s important to

review the exam report to identify weak areas and adjust your study plan accordingly.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Yes, non �residents can apply, but they must meet the same eligibility criteria and pay the exam fee. However, most

job positions require residency in New /York City.

DSNY offers accommodations such as extended time, screen �reader compatibility, and alternative test formats. You

must request accommodations at least 30 days before the exam date.

There is no hard limit, but each attempt requires payment of the exam fee. Some candidates choose to retake the

exam after 30 days to allow time for targeted study.
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