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Introduction

For clergy, worship leaders, and congregants within the United Methodist Church, the lectionary is more than a
collection of Scripture readings—it is the rhythmic heartbeat of the season, guiding the liturgical journey from
Advent to Easter to Advent again. When the United Methodist Church released its 2014 lectionary, it brought a

fresh cadence to worship, a new arrangement of biblical passages, and an updated framework for theological
reflection. In this comprehensive guide, we explore the significance of the United Methodist Church 2014
lectionary, how it differs from previous editions, practical ways to incorporate it into Sunday services, and the
resources that can help you make the most of this vital liturgical tool.

What Is a Lectionary?

A lectionary is a curated schedule of Scripture readings designed to cover the entire Bible over a set period—
typically a year or a two-year cycle. In Christian worship, lectionaries ensure that congregants hear a balanced
selection of the Old Testament, the Gospels, the Epistles, and the Book of Revelation. The United Methodist
Church’s lectionary follows a three-year cycle, with each year labeled A, B, and C. The 2014 lectionary marks the
start of the A cycle, offering a fresh perspective on familiar passages and introducing new themes for reflection.

Historical Context: The Evolution of the United Methodist Lectionary

The United Methodist Church has long recognized the importance of Scripture readings in fostering spiritual

growth. The earliest Methodist lectionaries were informal, often derived from the Common Worshipof the Church of
England. Over the decades, the denomination refined its approach, culminating in the adoption of the 2014
lectionary as part of a broader effort to align worship with contemporary theological insights and pastoral needs.

 Early Lectionaries (1800s—-1900s): Simple, largely based on the King James Version, with a focus on the
Gospels and Psalms.

e Mid Century Revisions (1960s—1990s): Incorporation of the New International Version (NIV) and a more
structured yearly cycle.

e 2014 Reformation: A comprehensive overhaul that introduced the United Methodist Church 2014 lectionary as
a distinct A cycle, emphasizing contemporary language, inclusive themes, and a stronger emphasis on the
prophetic voice of the Old Testament.

Key Features of the 2014 Lectionary

Below are the most notable aspects that set the 2014 lectionary apart from its predecessors.

1.Three Year Cycle (A, B, C)

Each year—A, B, and C—covers the entire Bible, with the 2014 edition serving as the foundation for the A cycle.
This structure ensures that congregants hear every major biblical narrative over a nine year span.

2. Inclusive Language and Modern Translations

The 2014 lectionary adopts the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)for its primary text, offering a more



inclusive and accessible language while maintaining theological integrity.

3. Thematic Focus on Social Justice

Reflecting the United Methodist commitment to social responsibility, the 2014 lectionary weaves themes of justice,
mercy, and stewardship throughout the readings. This thematic approach encourages congregants to apply biblical
teachings to contemporary societal challenges.

4. Expanded Use of the Old Testament

Unlike earlier editions that heavily favored the New Testament, the 2014 lectionary integrates more Old Testament
passages, especially prophetic books, to remind worshippers of God’s covenantal faithfulness.

5. Structured “Pre Service” and “Post Service” Readings

Each service includes a “Pre Service” reading that sets the tone, a “Mid Service” reading that deepens the theme,
and a “Post Service” reading that offers a reflective conclusion.

How to Access the 2014 Lectionary

Clergy and worship leaders can obtain the United Methodist Church 2014 lectionary through several channels:

1. Official Church Resources: The United Methodist Church’s Worship Resources portal provides downloadable
PDFs and print copies.

2. Local Church Libraries: Many congregations maintain a copy of the lectionary in their worship library.

3. Online Retailers: Booksellers such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and Christianbook offer printed editions for
purchase.

4. Digital Apps: Several mobile apps, including the UMC Worship Companion, allow users to access the
lectionary on smartphones and tablets.

Integrating the 2014 Lectionary into Your Worship Service

To make the most of the 2014 lectionary, consider the following practical steps.

1. Map Out the Calendar

Start by creating a calendar that highlights the key readings for each Sunday. This visual aid helps clergy plan
sermons, music, and liturgical elements in advance.

2. Align Sermons with Themes

Each reading cycle in the 2014 lectionary is paired with a theme—such as “Justice and Mercy” or “Faith in Action.”
Use these themes as a framework for sermon series.

3. Incorporate Music and Hymns

Many hymns correspond to specific readings. The United Methodist Hymnalincludes a selection that aligns with
the 2014 lectionary, making it easier to create cohesive worship experiences.

4. Encourage Congregational Participation

Invite congregants to reflect on the readings through small group discussions, prayer circles, or personal journaling.
This engagement deepens the impact of the lectionary’s messages.

5. Use Digital Tools for Real Time Adaptation

Leverage apps that provide real time updates on the lectionary schedule, allowing worship leaders to adjust the
service flow on the fly.



Benefits of Using the 2014 Lectionary

Adopting the United Methodist Church 2014 lectionary offers numerous advantages for congregations.

» Consistency: A structured schedule ensures that all members hear a balanced selection of Scripture.

¢ Depth: The inclusion of prophetic and Old Testament readings encourages a deeper theological
understanding.

¢ Relevance: The thematic focus on social justice resonates with contemporary issues.

e Accessibility: Modern translations and inclusive language make the Scriptures approachable for all ages.

e Pastoral Support: The lectionary provides a framework for clergy to develop sermon series that address both
spiritual and societal concerns.

Comparing the 2014 Lectionary with Other Denominational Lectionaries

While the United Methodist Church’s lectionary shares common ground with other denominations, it also presents
unigue characteristics.

¢ Anglican Lectionary: Focuses heavily on the Psalms and the Book of Common Prayer. The 2014 lectionary, in
contrast, places greater emphasis on social themes.

¢« Roman Catholic Lectionary: Uses a two year cycle (A and B) and incorporates the Latin Vulgate. The United
Methodist 2014 lectionary offers a more inclusive language and a three year cycle.

* Protestant Lectionary (e.g., Lutheran): Often follows a similar three year cycle but may use different translation
choices. The United Methodist version’s emphasis on social justice sets it apart.

Tips for Clergy and Worship Leaders

Here are actionable tips to maximize the impact of the 2014 lectionary within your ministry.

1. Study the Themes Thoroughly: Spend time understanding each theme’s theological implications and how it
relates to current events.

2. Collaborate with Music Ministry: Work with musicians to select hymns and contemporary worship songs that
echo the readings.

3. Develop a Sermon Outline Template: Create a standardized template that incorporates the pre service,
mid service, and post service readings.

4. Use Visual Aids: Incorporate slides or multimedia presentations that highlight key scripture passages.

5. Encourage Feedback: Ask congregants for their reflections on the readings to inform future service planning.

Resources for Further Study

To deepen your understanding of the 2014 lectionary, consider the following resources.

« United Methodist Church Official Website: Offers downloadable lectionary PDFs, sermon guides, and
educational materials.

« Worship Resources Center: Provides a library of worship resources, including the 2014 lectionary and related
commentaries.

¢ Online Seminar Series: Many seminaries host webinars on effective lectionary use.

¢ Books: Titles such as “The Lectionary in Practice” and “Liturgical Theology for the 21st Century” explore the
theological underpinnings of lectionary usage.

 Digital Apps: Apps like UMC Worship Companion and Lectionary Calendar offer mobile access to readings
and themes.



Common Questions About the 2014 Lectionary

Is the 2014 lectionary the same as the 2018 edition?

No. The 2014 lectionary marks the start of the A cycle. Subsequent years (2015-2017) comprise the B and C
cycles, each with its own thematic nuances.

Can the 2014 lectionary be used for special services?

Absolutely. While it is designed for regular Sunday worship, the readings can be adapted for weddings, funerals,
and other sacraments.

How often do the readings change?

The lectionary follows a structured yearly cycle, so readings repeat
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