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Discover the Ultimate Reading Order for the Percy /Jackson Series

For anyone who has ever found themselves lost between the pages of Percy Jackson &amp; the Olympians, the 

Heroes of Olympus, and the Trials of Apollo, knowing the exact sequence can feel like navigating a labyrinth. The 

Percy Jackson universe is a sprawling mythological tapestry woven by author Rick Riordan, and each book builds

upon the last, revealing new characters, plot twists, and deeper lore. Whether you’re a new reader eager to dive

into the world of demigods or a long �time fan wanting to revisit the saga in the correct order, this guide will walk you

through the recommended reading path, ensuring you experience the narrative as it was meant to unfold.

Why Reading the Percy Jackson Series in Order Matters

Unlike some fantasy series that can be read non �chronologically, the Percy Jackson books are tightly interlinked.

The first series introduces core characters and establishes the world’s rules. The second series expands the

universe, introduces new demigods, and ties together plot threads from the first books. The third series brings the

saga to a climactic conclusion. Skipping chapters or reading out of order can lead to confusion about character

motivations, plot stakes, and the mythological references that Riordan masterfully incorporates.

The Core Percy Jackson Series

1. Percy Jackson &amp; the Olympians

This foundational series is split into five books, each following Percy’s journey as he discovers he is a demigod son

of Poseidon.

1.  The Lightning Thief – Percy’s first adventure as he learns of his divine lineage, battles monsters, and races 

to return Zeus’s stolen lightning bolt.

2.  The Sea of Monsters – Percy, Annabeth, and Grover venture into the mythical Sea of Monsters to rescue the 

Golden Fleece.

3.  The Titan’s Curse – A perilous quest to rescue Artemis and a lost Titan, while confronting the looming threat 

of the Titan Cronus.

4.  The Battle of the Labyrinth – Percy and his friends navigate an ever �shifting labyrinth to prevent an army of 

monsters from breaking into Camp Half �Blood.

5.  The Last Olympian – The final showdown between the Greek gods and the Titans, culminating in the fate of 

Olympus.

2. Heroes of Olympus

Set a year after the events of the last Percy Jackson book, the Heroes of Olympus introduces Roman demigods

and expands the mythology. The series continues the overarching quest to stop the earth from being destroyed by

the Titan Atlas.

1.  The Lost Hero – Percy, Jason, and Piper embark on a quest to rescue a missing child from the underworld.

2.  The Son of Neptune – Percy, Hazel, and Frank travel to Camp Jupiter, the Roman counterpart of Camp 

Half �Blood.

3.  The Mark of Athena – The Greek and Roman demigods unite to find Athena’s lost statue and prevent the 



earth from being swallowed.

4.  The House of Hades – The heroes battle their way through the Underworld, confronting the goddess Hades 

himself.

5.  The Blood of Olympus – The climactic battle against the Titan gods and the final attempt to save the world.

3. Trials of Apollo

After the events of the Heroes of Olympus, the Greek god Apollo is turned into a mortal teenager, forced to earn

redemption by completing a series of trials. Though Apollo is the central figure, Percy and other familiar characters

appear throughout.

1.  The Hidden Oracle – Apollo’s first trial as he attempts to regain his divine status.

2.  The Dark Prophecy – The heroes face a new threat from the Oracle’s prophecy.

3.  The Burning Maze – Apollo and the demigods navigate the maze of the Minotaur.

4.  The Tyrant’s Tomb – A quest to the Roman empire’s ancient tombs.

5.  The Tower of Nero – The final trial that will determine whether Apollo can return to Olympus.

Supplementary Books and Companion Works

Rick Riordan has expanded the Percy Jackson universe with several spin �off and companion books that provide

deeper insight into characters and myths. While not essential for the core storyline, reading these works can

enhance your understanding and enjoyment.

Books That Fit into the Main Timeline

•  The Demigod Files – A collection of short stories and fan �favourite adventures featuring Percy and his friends. 

It’s best read after the first Percy Jackson book.

•  Percy Jackson’s Greek Hero Handbook – A fun guide for fans that explains Greek mythology and the series’ 

lore.

Standalone Novels and Prequels

•  The Lightning Thief: The Graphic Novel – A comic adaptation of the first book.

•  Camp Half �Blood: The Camp Diary – An illustrated diary of the summer camp.

How to Approach the Reading Experience

With a long list of books, it can be tempting to skip around. Here are a few strategies to help you enjoy the series in

a smooth, coherent way.

1. Follow the Original Publication Order

Reading the books in the order they were published preserves the pacing and reveals the story as readers

originally experienced it.

2. Use the Chronological Order Within the Narrative

After completing the Percy Jackson &amp; the Olympians, you’ll find the Heroes of Olympus naturally follows. The 

Trials of Apollo is set after the second series, so it’s best read last.

3. Take Advantage of the Companion Guides

Riordan’s companion books, like Percy Jackson’s Greek Hero Handbook, provide context that can be especially

helpful if you’re reading the series for the first time.

4. Keep a Reading Log



Since the series is dense with Greek and Roman mythological references, maintaining a log of characters,

monsters, and gods will help you track the evolving plotlines.

Common Questions About the Percy Jackson Reading Order

Is it okay to read the Trials of Apollo before the Heroes of Olympus?

No. The Trials of Apollo takes place after the events of the Heroes of Olympus. Reading it earlier will leave you

missing key context and character development.

Do I need to read the companion books to understand the main series?

Not at all. The main series stands on its own. Companion books are optional but enrich the experience.

Can I skip the short stories in The Demigod Files?

Yes, but you might miss some fun side �stories that deepen character relationships.

Why Rick Riordan’s Writing Stands Out in the Fantasy Genre

Riordan’s approach to blending modern storytelling with ancient mythology offers several unique strengths:

•  Accessible Language – The prose is engaging for younger readers while still captivating adults.

•  Humor and Relatability – The characters speak in contemporary slang, making them feel real.

•  Educational Value – Readers inadvertently learn Greek and Roman myths.

•  Inclusive World �Building – The series showcases diverse characters, encouraging representation.

Conclusion: Embrace the Mythic Journey

Reading the Percy Jackson series in the correct order unlocks a full, immersive experience. From Percy’s first 

discovery as a demigod to Apollo’s redemption trials, each book builds on the previous, weaving a narrative that is 

both epic and intimate. By following this guide, you’ll avoid confusion, appreciate the subtle mythological 

references, and enjoy the adventure in the way Rick Riordan intended. So grab a copy of The Lightning Thief, find a

cozy corner, and let the world of Greek and Roman gods, monsters, and heroism sweep you into its timeless tale.
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