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Understanding the Copyright Date of The Fault in Our Stars

When a novel captures the hearts of millions, questions about its legal status naturally arise. Readers, educators, 

and content creators often ask, “What is the copyright date of The Fault in Our Stars?” Knowing the exact year of

copyright is essential for determining how the book can be used, shared, or adapted. This article delves into the

publication history of John Green’s bestselling novel, explains how to verify its copyright date, and explores what

that date means for fans and professionals alike.

Why the Copyright Date Matters

The copyright date is more than a number on a book cover. It is the anchor that determines:

•  The length of protection the work enjoys under U.S. copyright law.

•  When the text might enter the public domain.

•  Whether you need permission to use excerpts in a classroom, blog, or multimedia project.

•  Which publisher’s edition you are dealing with, which can affect formatting and pricing.

For authors, publishers, and educators, understanding the precise date helps avoid inadvertent infringement and

ensures compliance with legal requirements.

Publication History of The Fault in Our Stars

John /Green’s debut novel, The Fault in Our Stars, first appeared in 2012. The book was published by Little, Brown 

and Company in the United States and by HarperCollinsin the United Kingdom. The initial release was a

hardcover edition, followed by paperback, e �book, and audiobook formats in subsequent months.

Key dates to remember:

1.  January 2012 – Hardcover release (U.S.)

2.  February 2012 – Paperback release (U.S.)

3.  March 2012 – E �book launch (U.S.)

4.  May 2012 – Audiobook publication (U.S.)

5.  June 2012 – International editions released.

All these editions carry the same underlying copyright date, which is the focal point of this discussion.

What Is the Copyright Date for The Fault in Our Stars?

The official copyright date for The Fault in Our Stars is 2012. This date appears on the copyright page of the first

edition, along with the ISBN, publisher’s imprint, and the standard © notice:

© 2012 John Green. All rights reserved.

Because the novel was first published in 2012, it falls under the U.S. copyright regime that grants protection for the

life of the author plus 70 years. Since John Green is still living, the work will remain under copyright until 2092,

assuming no changes in law.

How to Verify the Copyright Date

While the 2012 date is widely accepted, it is prudent to confirm the information through reliable sources. Here are



practical steps to verify the copyright date:

•  Check the Copyright Page: Open any physical or digital copy of the first edition. The copyright page lists the 

year and the publisher’s name.

•  Consult the Library of Congress Catalog: Search for the book’s title in the Library of Congress Online Catalog. 

The catalog entry includes the publication date and copyright information.

•  Use ISBN Databases: Enter the book’s ISBN (e.g., 978-0-316-14721-5) into databases like WorldCat or ISBN 

Search. These platforms provide publication details and often list the copyright year.

•  Visit Publisher Websites: Little, Brown and Company’s official site or HarperCollins’ site may host press 

releases or product pages that confirm the publication year.

•  Look for Legal Notices: In the digital version (e �book), the copyright notice is usually found in the front matter 

or the “About the Book” section.

Cross �checking multiple sources ensures that you are working with accurate data, especially if you need to cite the

copyright date in a scholarly or commercial context.

Copyright Law Basics: How the Date Influences Protection

The U.S. Copyright Act, as amended in 1976, provides that a literary work is protected for the life of its author plus 

70 years. This means that for The Fault in Our Stars, the protection period extends from 2012 to 2092. The key

takeaways are:

•  Duration: 70 years after the author’s death.

•  Public Domain: Works enter the public domain only after this period lapses.

•  Reproduction Rights: Only the copyright holder (the author or publisher) can authorize reproductions.

Because John Green is still alive, the novel is firmly under copyright. This status affects how excerpts can be used

in educational settings, fan sites, or derivative works.

Implications for Educators and Content Creators

Educational institutions often rely on short excerpts for teaching purposes. The fair use doctrineallows limited use

without permission, but the amount and nature of the excerpt matter. Knowing the copyright date helps determine

the risk level when using the text.

Key considerations for educators:

1.  Length of Excerpts: Use the minimal amount necessary to illustrate a point.

2.  Purpose: Non �commercial, educational use is more likely to qualify for fair use.

3.  Market Impact: Ensure that the excerpt does not replace the original work in the market.

4.  Transformative Use: Adding commentary, analysis, or critique strengthens the fair use argument.

For bloggers or content creators, the same principles apply. Even if you post a short quote, the 2012 copyright date

confirms that the text is still protected, and you should err on the side of caution.

Licensing Options for the Novel

When you need to use larger passages or adapt the story, you can seek a license from the publisher. The copyright

date is a crucial piece of information when drafting licensing agreements. Here’s how to approach licensing:

•  Contact the Publisher: Little, Brown and Company or HarperCollins can provide licensing terms.

•  Specify Use: Clearly state how you intend to use the text (e.g., translation, adaptation, educational resource).

•  Negotiate Fees: Licensing fees vary based on the scope of use and the audience size.

•  Maintain Records: Keep copies of the license agreement and any correspondence.



Having the correct copyright date ensures that the license you negotiate covers the appropriate edition and

publication year.

Digital Rights Management (DRM) and the 2012 Edition

Digital copies of The Fault in Our Starsoften come with DRM protection. The copyright date is embedded in the

metadata of e �books, which helps digital platforms enforce usage restrictions. When purchasing or borrowing an

e �book, the DRM system verifies that the user’s rights align with the copyright date and licensing terms.

How the 2012 Copyright Date Influences Bookstores and Libraries

Bookstores use the copyright date to determine which edition to stock and how to price it. Libraries use it to

manage copyright renewals and to ensure that they are not distributing copies that are still under protection. The

2012 date signals that the book is still in its protection window, meaning libraries must handle it as a copyrighted

work and cannot freely distribute or digitize it without permission.

Public Domain Myths and Misconceptions

There is a common misconception that a book published in 2012 is automatically out of copyright. That is not true. 

The public domain status depends on the author’s lifespan and the specific laws of the country. In the U.S., works 

published after 1977 are protected for the life of the author plus 70 years. Therefore, The Fault in Our Starswill

remain under copyright for many decades.

Comparing International Copyright Dates

While the U.S. copyright date is 2012, other countries may have different protection periods. For instance, the

European Union also uses the life of the author plus 70 years rule, but some countries have additional provisions

for post �humous works. If you plan to use the novel in an international context, it is essential to verify the local

copyright laws and the date of publication in that jurisdiction.

Using the Copyright Date in SEO and Content Marketing

For writers and marketers, the keyword “the fault in our stars copyright date” can drive niche traffic. To leverage this

keyword effectively:

•  Incorporate it naturally: Use the phrase in headings, subheadings, and a few key paragraphs.

•  Provide value: Offer readers clear, actionable information about the date and its implications.

•  Link to authoritative sources: Include citations to the Library of Congress or publisher pages.

•  Optimize meta tags: Use the keyword in the page title and meta description without stuffing.

•  Update regularly: If copyright laws change, update the article to remain accurate.

Practical Tips for Using Excerpts from The Fault in Our Stars

Below is a quick checklist for anyone planning to quote or reference the novel:

1.  Identify the edition: Confirm that you have a 2012 edition or later.

2.  Check the length: Keep excerpts under 90 characters or 10% of the text for most educational uses.

3.  Attribute correctly: Cite the author, title, publisher, and year (2012).

4.  Use a reputable source: Reference the original publisher’s website or the Library of Congress catalog.

5.  Seek permission if needed: For large passages or commercial use, contact the publisher.

What Happens When the Copyright Date Reaches Its End?

In 2092, the copyright on The Fault in Our Starswill expire, assuming no changes to the law. At that point, the novel

will enter the public domain, allowing anyone to reproduce, adapt, or distribute it freely. Until then, the 2012 date

remains the definitive marker for legal protection.



Conclusion

The copyright date of The Fault in Our Starsis 2012, a fact that carries significant weight for readers, educators,

publishers, and digital platforms. Understanding this date helps
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