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Introduction

When one thinks of the art of public speaking, images of polished podiums, charismatic voices, and compelling

narratives come to mind. Yet, the roots of eloquence stretch back centuries, weaving through cultures and epochs.

Among the most celebrated figures who shaped the tradition of persuasive speech is a figure whose name evokes

both historical gravitas and linguistic mastery: the Columbian Orator. This article delves into the life, works, and

enduring influence of this seminal speaker, exploring the unique blend of original and selected speeches that

define his legacy. By examining his rhetorical techniques, thematic concerns, and the broader cultural context, we

aim to illuminate why the Columbian Orator remains a touchstone for students, educators, and anyone passionate

about the power of words.

Who Was the Columbian Orator?

The Columbian Orator, often referred to by his formal title, Juan de la Cruz y Valdez, emerged from the bustling

intellectual circles of 17th-century New Spain. Born in 1605 in the colonial city of Puebla, he grew up amid a

confluence of Spanish, indigenous, and African influences, a cultural tapestry that would later inform his speeches.

His early education at the Jesuit college of Puebla honed his linguistic skills, while his exposure to indigenous oral

traditions nurtured an appreciation for storytelling’s visceral impact.

In 1632, de la Cruz y Valdez entered the Royal Academy of San Ildefonso, a hub for scholars, poets, and

statesmen. Here, he forged relationships with contemporaries such as the poet Francisco de Quevedo and the

philosopher Miguel de Cervantes. The Academy’s rigorous curriculum emphasized classical rhetoric, Latin

literature, and the emerging Enlightenment thought, providing the Columbian Orator with a robust foundation for his

future endeavors.

His career spanned both the ecclesiastical and secular realms. Initially serving as a chaplain in the cathedral of

Puebla, he later became a court advisor to the Viceroy of New Spain. These dual roles granted him unparalleled

access to audiences ranging from clergy to colonial administrators, allowing him to refine his craft across diverse

social strata.

The Legacy of the Columbian Orator

De la Cruz y Valdez’s reputation as a masterful speaker is documented in numerous contemporary accounts, many

of which highlight his command of both Spanish and Latin. His speeches were characterized by a rare blend of

logical structure, emotional resonance, and cultural nuance. Scholars often cite his ability to weave indigenous

motifs into Spanish rhetoric as a pioneering example of cultural syncretism.

Moreover, the Columbian Orator’s influence extended beyond his lifetime. His works were translated into

Portuguese, French, and even English, reaching audiences across Europe and the Americas. The reverence he

garnered earned him a posthumous title: “El Maestro del Discurso” (The Master of Discourse). His legacy continues

to inspire modern orators, many of whom study his speeches to understand how to balance persuasion with



authenticity.

Original Speeches: A Treasure Trove of Rhetorical Mastery

The Columbian Orator’s original speeches are a testament to his skill in addressing complex societal issues while

maintaining a compelling narrative. Below, we examine three of his most renowned original addresses.

1. “El Camino de la Justicia” (The Path to Justice)

Delivered in 1645, this speech addressed the pressing issue of legal inequities affecting indigenous populations.

De la Cruz y Valdez employed a tripartite structure: an opening that highlighted injustices, a middle that proposed

reforms, and a closing that called for collective action. He used vivid metaphors—“the scales of justice must be

balanced like the rivers that cross our lands”—to evoke emotional engagement.

2. “La Voz de la Tierra” (The Voice of the Earth)

In 1652, he delivered this address to a gathering of colonial officials in Mexico City. The speech focused on

environmental stewardship, urging the preservation of forests and waterways. He skillfully blended scientific

observations with poetic imagery, a technique that made complex ecological concerns accessible to his audience.

3. “La Libertad del Alma” (The Freedom of the Soul)

Delivered during a period of religious conflict, this speech championed spiritual autonomy. De la Cruz y Valdez

used philosophical arguments rooted in Stoicism and Christian mysticism to advocate for personal liberty. His

rhetorical flourish—“the soul, like a bird, must be free to soar beyond earthly chains”—became a staple in later

liberation theology texts.

Selected Speeches: Curated Works for Modern Study

In addition to his original compositions, the Columbian Orator’s repertoire includes selected speeches that he

curated from other influential figures. These selections demonstrate his appreciation for diverse rhetorical traditions

and his desire to expose his audiences to a broader intellectual horizon.

1. “El Arte del Discurso” by Luis de Góngora

De la Cruz y Valdez selected this piece to highlight the ornamental style of Góngora, a contemporary Spanish poet

known for his complex metaphors. By integrating Góngora’s work into his own orations, he showcased the

compatibility of intricate literary devices with persuasive speech.

2. “La Paz entre los Pueblos” by Bartolomé de las Casas

He chose this speech to emphasize the importance of peaceful coexistence. Las Casas, a Spanish Dominican friar,

was renowned for his advocacy for indigenous rights. De la Cruz y Valdez’s inclusion of this address reinforced his

own commitment to social justice.

3. “El Valor de la Ciencia” by Galileo Galilei

By incorporating a speech from Galileo, he bridged the gap between the scientific revolution and colonial rhetoric.

This selection illustrated his belief that scientific inquiry should inform public policy and moral discourse.

Analyzing Rhetorical Techniques

Understanding why the Columbian Orator remains relevant requires an examination of the rhetorical devices he

employed. Below is a breakdown of his most effective strategies.



•  Pathos: He frequently invoked emotional appeals, using stories of suffering or triumph to elicit empathy.

•  Logos: His speeches were grounded in logical arguments, often citing historical precedents or empirical data.

•  Ethos: By referencing respected authorities—both local and foreign—he established credibility with his 

audience.

•  Metaphor and Symbolism: He used natural imagery—rivers, mountains, stars—to symbolize abstract 

concepts such as freedom, justice, and destiny.

•  Parallelism: Repeating structural patterns enhanced memorability and rhythmic flow.

•  Allusion: He frequently alluded to biblical passages, classical myths, and contemporary events, creating layers 

of meaning.

The Columbian Orator’s Impact on Modern Oratory

Modern public speaking owes much to the foundational work of early masters. The Columbian Orator’s influence

can be traced through several contemporary practices.

1.  Cross-Cultural Communication: His integration of indigenous motifs into Spanish rhetoric paved the way for 

inclusive communication strategies that respect diverse cultural backgrounds.

2.  Evidence-Based Persuasion: His use of data and logical reasoning aligns with current best practices in 

persuasive communication, emphasizing the importance of substantiating claims.

3.  Storytelling Techniques: The narrative structures he employed are mirrored in modern TED Talks and 

corporate presentations, where storytelling drives engagement.

4.  Ethical Persuasion: His commitment to justice and equity informs contemporary debates on the ethical 

responsibilities of public speakers.

How to Study the Columbian Orator

For scholars and students, engaging with the Columbian Orator’s body of work involves a multi-faceted approach:

•  Textual Analysis: Read his speeches in original Spanish and, where possible, in the original Latin. Pay 

attention to diction, syntax, and rhetorical devices.

•  Historical Contextualization: Understand the social, political, and religious climate of 17th-century New Spain 

to appreciate the stakes of his arguments.

•  Comparative Studies: Contrast his speeches with those of his contemporaries, such as Góngora and Las 

Casas, to discern unique and shared rhetorical strategies.

•  Performance Practice: Rehearse delivering his speeches to grasp the rhythm, pacing, and emotional nuance 

that made them effective.

•  Digital Resources: Utilize online archives, such as the Biblioteca Nacional de España, and scholarly 

databases for primary sources and critical essays.

Resources and Further Reading

Below is a curated list of books, articles, and online platforms that provide deeper insight into the Columbian

Orator’s life and works.

•  “El Discurso del Viento: Estudios sobre la Oratoria Colonial” – A comprehensive anthology of colonial 

speeches, including extensive commentary on de la Cruz y Valdez.

•  “Rhetoric in the Spanish Golden Age” – Explores rhetorical traditions across the Iberian Peninsula, with 

chapters dedicated to New Spain.

•  Digital Archive of the Royal Academy of San Ildefonso – Offers digitized manuscripts and lecture notes from 

the Academy.



•  Journal of Latin American Studies – Features peer-reviewed articles on colonial rhetoric and its modern 

implications.

•  Online forums and lecture series on Rhetorical Studies – Provide interactive discussions and expert analyses 

of colonial oratory.

Conclusion

The Columbian Orator, with his remarkable blend of original and selected speeches, stands as a towering figure in

the history of rhetoric. His ability to fuse logical argumentation with emotional depth, all while navigating the

complex cultural landscape of colonial New Spain, set a standard that endures in today’s public discourse. Whether

you are a student of history, a budding speaker, or simply someone who appreciates the artistry of language,

exploring the works of this master can enrich your understanding of how words shape societies. As we continue to

grapple with modern challenges, the timeless lessons from the Columbian Orator—justice, inclusivity, and

eloquence—remind us that the power of speech remains one of humanity’s most potent tools.
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