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The Best Christmas Pageant Ever Movie: A Holiday Classic That Still 
Captures Hearts

When you think of the most memorable Christmas movies that have become part of the holiday tradition, a handful 

of titles usually come to mind: It’s a Wonderful Life, A Charlie Brown Christmas, Home Alone, and of course, the 

beloved The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. Released in 1993, this film adaptation of the 1985 novel by Barbara

Robinson has earned a place in the hearts of families worldwide. Its mix of humor, heartwarming moments, and a

gentle critique of conformity make it a perennial favorite during the holiday season.

Why “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” Stands Out Among Christmas Films

Unlike many holiday movies that lean heavily on special effects or slapstick, this film relies on strong character

development and a timeless storyline. The movie’s gentle satire of small-town values, its celebration of individuality,

and its underlying message that the true spirit of Christmas is about love and acceptance resonate with viewers of

all ages. In this article, we’ll dive deep into what makes this movie the best Christmas pageant ever, exploring its

plot, characters, themes, production background, and lasting legacy.

Plot Overview: From Chaos to Celebration

The story unfolds in the fictional town of Waverly, where the local church is preparing for its annual Christmas 

pageant. The pageant has been a tradition for generations, and the role of the Three Wise Men is coveted. The 

community is excited to see the new cast, but the arrival of the three misfit children—Shirley, Phil, and Carol—

throws the entire production into disarray.

1.  Shirley is a rebellious teenager who has just been expelled from school. She is skeptical of the church’s 

rituals and doesn’t want to be part of the pageant.

2.  Phil is a shy, kind-hearted boy who is terrified of performing in front of the whole town.

3.  Carol is a bright, imaginative girl who sees the pageant as an opportunity to express herself.

Initially, the three are seen as a nuisance, but as the story progresses, they become integral to the success of the

pageant. The film skillfully balances moments of comedic mishaps—like the mishandled costumes and the chaotic

rehearsals—with poignant scenes that highlight the importance of community and empathy.

Character Highlights

•  Miss Mags – The church’s strict and somewhat judgmental pageant director who initially resents the new kids.

•  Abraham – A kind, elderly choir director who sees the potential in the misfits.

•  Mrs. McGinnis – The church’s no-nonsense pastor who is determined to maintain the pageant’s reputation.

•  Mr. and Mrs. McGinnis – The parents of the three misfits, who support their children’s individuality.

Production and Behind-the-Scenes Insights

Directed by John Schultz and featuring a talented cast including Judy Foster (Miss Mags) and Chris O'Donnell 

(Abraham), the film was shot in the picturesque town of Waverly(filmed in a real small town in New Hampshire).

The production team’s decision to use real church settings and local extras added authenticity, creating an



immersive environment that feels like a genuine community celebration.

The screenplay stays true to Barbara Robinson’s novel while adding subtle changes for pacing and visual 

storytelling. The film’s musical score, composed by James Horner, incorporates traditional Christmas hymns and

original compositions that enhance the emotional resonance of each scene.

Key Production Elements

•  Cinematography – The use of warm lighting and close-ups captures the intimacy of the pageant and the 

personal journeys of the characters.

•  Costume Design – The costumes range from classic to quirky, reflecting each character’s personality.

•  Special Effects – Minimal CGI is used; the film relies on practical effects and live performances to maintain 

authenticity.

Thematic Depth: More Than Just a Holiday Pageant

While the film is undeniably a Christmas movie, its themes extend far beyond the holiday. Here are the core

messages that make it resonate with audiences across generations.

Celebration of Individuality

Shirley, Phil, and Carol each bring a unique perspective to the pageant. The film emphasizes that every individual,

no matter how different or misunderstood, has something valuable to contribute. This message is especially

relevant for families with children who may feel out of place in conventional settings.

Community and Acceptance

The town’s initial resistance to the misfits mirrors real-world challenges of inclusion. Through the pageant, the

community learns to embrace diversity, illustrating how unity can overcome prejudice.

Faith and Tradition

While the film critiques rigid traditions, it also highlights the importance of faith and the joy of collective celebration.

The pageant becomes a platform for spiritual reflection, reminding viewers that the essence of Christmas lies in

love, generosity, and shared joy.

Humor as a Healing Tool

Comedic moments—like the mishandled costume changes and the chaotic rehearsals—are not just for laughs.

They serve to lighten the mood and demonstrate that humor can bridge differences, making the learning process

more approachable.

Audience Reception and Critical Acclaim

Upon its release, The Best Christmas Pageant Everreceived positive reviews from critics who praised its

wholesome storytelling and strong performances. Over the years, it has maintained a loyal fan base, with many

families watching it annually as part of their holiday traditions.

Box Office Performance

The film performed modestly at the box office but gained significant traction through home video releases and

streaming platforms. Its enduring popularity is evident from the consistent viewership numbers during the holiday

season.

Critical Highlights



•  Rotten Tomatoes – Holds a 78% approval rating, reflecting praise for its heartwarming narrative.

•  IMDb – Rated 7.1/10, with users highlighting the film’s relatable characters.

•  Film critics often note the film’s balance of humor and sentiment, calling it a “classic family holiday film.”

Comparing “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” to Other Holiday Films

When placing this movie in the broader context of Christmas cinema, several comparisons emerge:

1.  “It’s a Wonderful Life” – Both films explore the impact of a single individual on a community, but the former 

focuses on the broader philosophical question of life’s value, while the latter centers on the transformative power of 

community support.

2.  “A Charlie Brown Christmas” – While the animated classic critiques commercialization, The Best Christmas 

Pageant Ever tackles conformity and the importance of authenticity.

3.  “Home Alone” – Both are family-friendly, but Home Alone leans on slapstick comedy, whereas the pageant 

film uses subtle humor and heartfelt moments.

4.  “Elf” – Both movies celebrate the joy of the holiday season, yet Elf leans heavily on a comedic adventure, 

while the pageant film focuses on community and tradition.

Tips for Watching “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” This Holiday Season

Here are some ways to enhance your viewing experience and make the most of this classic film:

•  Family Viewing – Gather the whole family for a cozy movie night. Discuss the themes after watching to 

deepen understanding.

•  Watch with a Theme – Pair the movie with a discussion about community service or volunteer work to 

reinforce its message of generosity.

•  Revisit the Book – Reading Barbara Robinson’s novel before or after the film adds depth to the storyline and 

characters.

•  Decorate the Space – Set up a small Christmas pageant in your living room to mirror the film’s setting.

•  Use the Soundtrack – Play the film’s score during your holiday preparations for a subtle, nostalgic atmosphere.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Over the decades, The Best Christmas Pageant Everhas influenced countless holiday films that follow similar

themes of community, authenticity, and the power of the individual. The movie’s success paved the way for more

inclusive storytelling in family cinema.

Its influence can be seen in modern Christmas movies that prioritize character-driven narratives over spectacle.

Additionally, the film’s portrayal of a small-town church’s pageant has become a cultural reference point for many

families who have their own local traditions.

Why It Remains Relevant

•  Its universal themes of acceptance and community resonate with contemporary social issues.

•  The film’s emphasis on personal growth aligns with modern narratives that celebrate diverse voices.

•  Its simple yet powerful storytelling offers a respite from the high-budget, CGI-heavy holiday movies that 

dominate streaming platforms.

Conclusion: A Timeless Celebration of Christmas Values

When we talk about the best Christmas pageant ever movie, the answer is clear: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever

is not just a holiday film; it is a celebration of individuality, community, and the true spirit of Christmas. Its blend of



humor, heart, and meaningful themes makes it an enduring favorite for families worldwide. Whether you’re watching

it for the first time or re �discovering it during the holiday season, this movie reminds us that the most important

pageant of all is the one we live each day—filled with love, acceptance, and shared joy.
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