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Introduction

In the world of political philosophy, few works have sparked as much debate and discussion as Robert Nozick’s 

seminal book, Anarchy, State, and Utopia. Published in 1974, it presents a robust defense of minimal state theory

and challenges prevailing socialist and liberal ideas about justice. For scholars, students, and anyone curious about

the foundations of libertarian thought, understanding Nozick’s arguments is essential. Equally important is knowing

how to properly cite this influential text in academic writing. This article offers a comprehensive guide to Nozick’s

key ideas, their impact on contemporary political theory, and practical instructions for citing the book in various

citation styles.

Robert Nozick: A Brief Biography

Nozick was an American philosopher who spent most of his career at Cornell University. His intellectual journey 

was shaped by a deep engagement with the works of John Rawls, Robert M. Solow, and the tradition of classical 

liberalism. Nozick’s most celebrated contribution, Anarchy, State, and Utopia, was a direct response to Rawls’s A 

Theory of Justiceand has since become a cornerstone of libertarian literature. He passed away in 2002, but his

ideas continue to influence debates about property rights, distributive justice, and the legitimacy of governmental

authority.

Core Themes of Anarchy, State, and Utopia

1. The Minimal State

Nozick argues that the only legitimate state is one that performs the minimal functions necessary to protect

individuals from force, theft, and fraud. He famously describes this as the “night-watchman state,” a government

limited to enforcing contracts and protecting property rights. According to Nozick, any expansion beyond these

functions violates individual liberty.

2. The Entitlement Theory

Nozick’s entitlement theory replaces Rawls’s distributive justice framework. It comprises three principles: (a) justice 

in acquisition – how individuals initially acquire holdings; (b) justice in transfer – how holdings are transferred 

between people; and (c) rectification of injustice– how to correct injustices that have already occurred. If all

holdings arise from just acquisition and transfer, Nozick claims they are inherently just.

3. The Critique of Redistribution

Nozick contends that redistributive policies, even if well-intentioned, violate the rights of those who have lawfully

acquired property. He views forced redistribution as a form of theft, arguing that it undermines the legitimacy of the

state.

4. Pluralism and Utopia

Despite his focus on the minimal state, Nozick acknowledges that multiple “utopias” or social arrangements could

coexist peacefully. He encourages a pluralistic society where people voluntarily choose among various political and

economic systems, each reflecting different values and priorities.



Why Nozick Matters Today

Nozick’s ideas resonate in modern discussions about privacy, data ownership, and the limits of governmental

intervention. In the age of digital surveillance, his insistence on minimal state intrusion offers a powerful

counterpoint to expansive regulatory frameworks. Moreover, his arguments provide a philosophical foundation for

contemporary libertarian movements, influencing policy debates on taxation, welfare, and civil liberties.

Common Criticisms of Nozick’s Arguments

1. The “Wilt Chamberlain” Problem

Rawls’s A Theory of Justicehighlights the “Wilt Chamberlain” scenario, where an individual’s voluntary actions can

create vast inequalities. Critics argue that Nozick’s entitlement theory fails to address how such inequalities can

arise and persist, potentially leading to extreme social stratification.

2. The Role of Social Contracts

Rawls and other theorists maintain that a social contract is necessary to justify the legitimacy of any state. Nozick’s

minimal state rejects this idea, raising questions about the moral justification for collective decisions and the

protection of vulnerable populations.

3. Historical Injustices

Some scholars argue that Nozick’s rectification principle does not adequately address the deep-rooted injustices of

colonialism, slavery, or systemic discrimination. They question whether the theory can truly rectify historical wrongs

without imposing new forms of coercion.

How to Cite Anarchy, State, and Utopia

Accurate citation is essential for academic integrity. Below are step-by-step instructions for citing Nozick’s book in

three of the most widely used styles: APA, MLA, and Chicago. Each example includes the author’s name,

publication year, title, edition, publisher, and ISBN where applicable.

APA (7th Edition)

1.  Author(s). (Year). Title of the book (edition). Publisher. DOI or URL if available.

2.  Example: Nozick, R. (1974). Anarchy, state, and utopia (1st ed.). Basic Books.

MLA (9th Edition)

1.  Author(s). Title of the Book. Edition, Publisher, Year.

2.  Example: Nozick, Robert. Anarchy, State, and Utopia. Basic Books, 1974.

Chicago (17th Edition) – Notes and Bibliography

1.  Footnote: R. Nozick, Anarchy, State, and Utopia (New York: Basic Books, 1974), page number.

2.  Bibliography: Nozick, Robert. Anarchy, State, and Utopia. New York: Basic Books, 1974.

Practical Tips for Using Footnotes and Endnotes

•  Always include page numbers when quoting or paraphrasing specific passages.

•  Use superscript numbers in the text that correspond to footnotes at the bottom of the page.

•  For electronic documents, consider using hyperlink footnotes to direct readers to online versions of the text.

Common Citation Mistakes to Avoid



•  Omitting the publisher’s location (e.g., “New York” or “London”).

•  Using the wrong edition of the book.

•  Forgetting to capitalize the first letter of each major word in the title.

•  Incorrectly formatting the author’s name (e.g., “Nozick, Robert” vs. “Robert Nozick”).

Integrating Nozick’s Work into Your Research

When incorporating Nozick’s ideas, consider the following strategies:

•  Contextualize his arguments within the broader political philosophy landscape.

•  Contrast his entitlement theory with Rawlsian distributive justice.

•  Use direct quotations sparingly, focusing on key passages that illustrate his principles.

•  Include critical analysis from contemporary scholars to show the evolving dialogue around his work.

Conclusion

Robert Nozick’s Anarchy, State, and Utopiaremains a pivotal text for anyone exploring the limits of governmental

power, the nature of justice, and the possibility of a pluralistic society. By understanding his core arguments and

mastering the correct citation formats, scholars can engage thoughtfully with his legacy and contribute meaningfully

to ongoing debates in political theory. Whether you’re drafting a research paper, preparing a lecture, or simply

curious about libertarian philosophy, this guide equips you with the knowledge to navigate Nozick’s ideas and

reference them accurately in any academic context.
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