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Introduction

Paper bag puppets are a timeless craft that sparks imagination, encourages creativity, and offers an engaging way

to bring classic tales to life. Among the many beloved stories that can be reimagined through puppetry, Red Riding
Hoodstands out as a favorite for both children and adults. Its vivid characters, memorable plot, and moral lessons
make it an ideal candidate for a paper bag puppet project. In this article, we’ll explore why the Red Riding Hood
paper bag puppet is a wonderful craft, walk through a step by step guide to creating one, and share ideas for using it
in storytelling, education, and play.

The Allure of Red Riding Hood and Paper Bag Puppets

Red Riding Hood has been retold in countless versions across cultures, from the classic Grimm fairy tale to
modern adaptations in books, films, and theater. Its central themes—curiosity, danger, and the triumph of good over
evil—resonate with audiences of all ages.

Paper bag puppets, on the other hand, offer an accessible and eco friendly medium for storytelling. They require
minimal materials, are easy to assemble, and can be customized in endless ways. When combined, the Red Riding
Hood story becomes an interactive, tactile experience that can be tailored to any setting, whether it's a classroom,
a family gathering, or a community theater workshop.

Why Paper Bag Puppets Are Perfect for Storytelling

« Affordability — All you need is a paper bag, some fabric, markers, and glue.

< Portability — Once made, the puppet can be transported anywhere for impromptu performances.

e Encourages Fine Motor Skills — Cutting, gluing, and decorating help children develop hand eye coordination.
* Promotes Narrative Skills — Children can rewrite the story or create new scenes, fostering creative thinking.

¢ Environmentally Friendly — Using recycled paper bags reduces waste and teaches sustainability.

Materials and Tools You’ll Need

Below is a quick reference list of items required for a simple yet polished Red Riding Hood paper bag puppet.

e Large paper bag (a grocery bag works well)

e Colored construction paper or fabric (red, white, brown, black)
e Scissors and craft knife

e Glue stick or white glue

e Fabric glue or hot glue gun (optional for extra durability)

¢ Markers, crayons, or paint

¢ Pipe cleaners or yarn for hair and cloak

e Button or googly eyes (or cut out eye shapes)

¢ Optional: lace, ribbon, or felt for decorative accents

Step by Step Guide to Creating Your Red Riding Hood Paper Bag Puppet



Step 1: Prepare the Paper Bag

Choose a paper bag with a wide opening and sturdy walls. Clean it with a damp cloth to remove any residue. If
you'd like a smoother surface, lightly sand the interior with fine-grit sandpaper.

Step 2: Outline the Puppet Shape

Hold the paper bag upside down. Use a pencil to trace a rough outline of a head and shoulders onto the bag's
interior. The head should be slightly rounded, and the shoulders should taper down to a small waist. Mark a small
rectangle near the bottom for the handle or arm.

Step 3: Cut Out the Puppet

Using a craft knife, carefully cut along the traced lines. Keep the bag open on the side where you will attach the
handle. This cutout will serve as the base of your puppet.

Step 4: Add Facial Features
1. Eyes:Attach two googly eyes or cut out eye shapes from white paper. Glue them onto the head, leaving a small

gap for the mouth.

2. Mouth:Use a small piece of black paper or a marker to draw a simple smile. For a more expressive look, add a
pink triangle for a tongue.

3. Hair:Attach a strip of red yarn or a small piece of red fabric to the top of the head. Tie it loosely to mimic Red
Riding Hood’s iconic red hood.

Step 5: Create the Red Hood

Cut a strip of red construction paper or fabric long enough to wrap around the head. Fold the edges to create a
hood shape. Glue it to the puppet’s head, ensuring it sits comfortably. Add a small white button or a piece of lace to
the front of the hood for an authentic touch.

Step 6: Design the Cloak

1. Cut a long rectangle of red paper or fabric for the cloak. The width should be wide enough to cover the back of
the puppet when it’s held.

2. Fold the top edge to create a collar, and glue it to the puppet’s neck area.
3. Add a small white trim or a decorative pattern along the edges to enhance the look.

Step 7: Add the Handle or Arm

1. If you prefer a simple handle, cut a narrow strip of brown paper and attach it to the small rectangle you marked
earlier.

2. For a more realistic arm, attach a thin strip of paper or a small piece of pipe cleaner to the same area. This will
allow the puppet to be held comfortably.

Step 8: Final Touches

Use markers to add details such as clothing patterns, a small basket, or a wolf’s silhouette. Once all glue has dried,
gently test the puppet’s flexibility. If it feels stiff, you can trim the edges or add a small amount of fabric glue to
soften the material.

Customization ldeas and Variations



Paper bag puppets are incredibly versatile. Here are several ways to personalize your Red Riding Hood puppet:

« Different Color Palettes: Use blue or green fabric for a modern twist, or go monochrome with black and white
paper.

» Texture Additions: Incorporate felt, velvet, or faux fur for a plush feel.

e Accessories: Add a small wooden spoon, a basket of apples, or a wolf mask for interactive storytelling.

¢ Recycled Materials: Use old magazines, cardboard, or leftover fabric scraps to reduce waste.

e Multi Character Sets: Create a wolf, grandmother, or hunter puppet to perform the entire tale.

Creative Storytelling Ideas with the Red Riding Hood Puppet

Re Enact the Classic Tale

Guide children through the story by assigning roles: one child becomes Red Riding Hood, another the wolf, and a
third the grandmother. Use the puppet as a visual aid to illustrate key scenes.

Interactive Games

« “Find the Red Hood” — Hide the puppet among other paper bag characters and have children search for it.
e “Story Dice” — Roll dice with different story prompts (e.g., “What does the wolf say?”) and let the puppet
answer.
Educational Lessons

1. Literacy: Use the puppet to read short passages aloud, encouraging children to listen and repeat.

2. Emotional Intelligence:Discuss the feelings of the characters—fear, curiosity, caution—and how they can be
expressed through puppetry.

3. Mathematics:Count the number of apples in the basket, measure distances between characters, or practice
basic geometry by describing the puppet’s shape.

Using the Puppet in Classroom and Home Activities

Reading Comprehension

After reading a short version of Red Riding Hood, ask students to retell the story using the puppet. This reinforces
comprehension and memory recall.

Drama and Role Play

Teachers can incorporate the puppet into drama lessons, allowing students to explore character motivations and
dialogue. Role play activities can be recorded for later reflection.

Sensory Play

For younger children, the tactile nature of the puppet—its paper texture, the feel of the hood—provides sensory
stimulation. Pair it with a soft blanket or a small rug for a cozy storytelling corner.

Care and Maintenance of Your Paper Bag Puppet

¢ Cleaning: Wipe the puppet with a damp cloth. Avoid soaking the paper, as it may warp.

« Storage: Keep the puppet flat in a dry, cool place. If you need to store it rolled, place a small piece of
cardboard inside to maintain shape.

¢ Repair: If a seam tears, use a small amount of glue or fabric tape to patch it. For a more robust fix, add a thin
strip of paper or fabric over the damaged area.



Frequently Asked Questions

Can | use any type of paper bag?

Yes, but thicker bags provide more structure. Avoid bags with strong adhesive or plastic lining, as they can be
difficult to cut and may not hold glue well.

What if | don’t have a red fabric for the hood?

Construction paper, a red scarf, or even a red piece of cloth from an old shirt will work. The key is to create a
distinct red color that stands out.

How long does a paper bag puppet last?

With proper care, a puppet can last for several months or even years. However, exposure to moisture or rough
handling can shorten its lifespan.

Can | use a paper bag puppet for a school project?

Absolutely! Paper bag puppets are ideal for group projects, presentations, and creative assignments. They foster
teamwork and problem solving skills.

Conclusion

The Red Riding Hood paper bag puppet is more than just a craft—it's a gateway to storytelling, learning, and
imaginative play. By following the simple steps above, you can create a charming puppet that brings the classic tale
to life in a hands on, engaging way. Whether you're a parent looking for a weekend activity, a teacher seeking a
dynamic teaching tool, or a craft enthusiast eager to experiment, this project offers endless possibilities for
creativity and education.

So gather your materials, roll up your sleeves, and let the adventure begin. Your Red Riding Hood puppet awaits—
ready to whisk children away into the woods of imagination, one gentle tug at a time.
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