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Rat a Tat Cat Card Game: A Complete Guide for Players of All Ages

When you think of classic card games that bring families together, you might picture poker, bridge, or solitaire. 

However, there is a lesser �known gem that has delighted players of all ages for decades: the rat a tat cat card 

game. This playful, fast �paced game combines simple rules with strategic depth, making it an excellent choice for

family game nights, classroom activities, and casual gatherings.

What Is the Rat a Tat Cat Card Game?

The rat a tat cat card game, often referred to simply as “Ratatata” or “Ratatata Cat,” is a shedding �type card game

that challenges players to discard cards from their hand as quickly as possible. The objective is to avoid holding the

highest card at the end of the round. With its straightforward mechanics and engaging gameplay, the game has

become a staple in many households and a favorite among game enthusiasts.

History and Origins

Although the exact origins of the rat a tat cat card game remain somewhat obscure, the game is believed to have

evolved from traditional shedding games like “Old Maid” and “Slapjack.” It first gained popularity in the United

Kingdom during the late 20th century and was later introduced to the United States in the early 2000s. Today, it is

manufactured by several well �known game companies and is available in both physical and digital formats.

Early Versions

•  UK Classic Edition (1998): The original version featured a standard 52 �card deck and a simple set of rules.

•  US Reboot (2002): This edition added colorful illustrations and a more streamlined rulebook.

•  Modern Digital Adaptation (2015): Available on iOS and Android, this version introduced online multiplayer 

and leaderboards.

Game Setup

Getting started with the rat a tat cat card game is quick and hassle �free. Below are the steps you’ll need to follow to

begin a round.

Materials Needed

•  A standard 52 �card deck (no Jokers)

•  Table or flat surface for play

•  Optional: a timer for added excitement

Step �by �Step Setup

1.  Shuffle: Thoroughly shuffle the deck to ensure a random distribution.

2.  Deal: Deal each player an equal number of cards. If the number of players doesn’t divide evenly, set aside 

the remaining cards as a “draw pile.”

3.  Determine Turn Order: Decide who will start the game. You can do this by drawing a high card or simply by 

rolling a dice.



4.  Place the Draw Pile: Place the remaining cards face down in the center of the table.

5.  Start the Game: The first player draws a card from the draw pile and decides whether to keep it or discard it.

Rules and Gameplay Mechanics

Understanding the rules of the rat a tat cat card game is essential for enjoying the experience. Below is a concise

rule set that covers all the essentials.

Objective

The goal is to be the first player to discard all the cards in your hand. The last card you hold is typically a high �value

card, such as the Ace, which you want to avoid at the end of the round.

Basic Gameplay

1.  Turn Sequence: On a player's turn, they draw one card from the draw pile.

2.  Card Matching: If the drawn card matches the rank of any card in the player's hand, they must immediately 

discard both cards.

3.  No Match: If there is no matching rank, the player must keep the drawn card and end their turn.

4.  Discarding: Players can also voluntarily discard a card from their hand if they choose to do so, but this is 

optional.

5.  Winning the Round: The first player to discard all of their cards wins the round. The remaining players count 

the value of the cards left in their hands; the player with the lowest total score wins the overall game.

Special Rules

•  Joker Rule: In some variations, Jokers act as wild cards that can be used to match any rank.

•  Timer Rule: A timer can be used to limit how long a player may hold onto a card before discarding.

•  Penalty Rule: If a player fails to discard a matching card within a specified number of turns, they may receive 

a penalty card added to their hand.

Strategy Tips for Winning

While the rat a tat cat card game is accessible to beginners, experienced players can gain an edge by employing

strategic techniques. Below are some proven strategies that can help you dominate the table.

1. Memory Mastery

Keep track of the cards that have already been played. By remembering which ranks are still in play, you can

anticipate potential matches and plan your moves accordingly.

2. Hand Management

Try to keep a balanced hand with a mix of low and high cards. This reduces the risk of ending up with a high �value

card at the end of the round.

3. Timing Your Discards

Sometimes it pays off to hold onto a card longer if you suspect that a matching card will appear soon. However, be

mindful of the risk of being forced to keep a high card.

4. Observe Opponents

Watch what your opponents are discarding. If you notice a pattern—such as a player consistently discarding low

cards—you can adjust your strategy to counteract them.



Variations of the Rat a Tat Cat Card Game

To keep the gameplay fresh, many players enjoy exploring different variations of the rat a tat cat card game. These

adaptations add new twists and challenges.

1. “Double Rat a Tat Cat”

In this variation, players must match two cards of the same rank to discard them. This adds a layer of complexity

and requires more precise memory skills.

2. “Speed Rat a Tat Cat”

Set a timer for each round. The player who discards all their cards first within the time limit wins. This version is

ideal for competitive play.

3. “Family Edition”

Introduce special “family” cards—such as the King of Hearts or Queen of Clubs—that allow players to perform

unique actions, like forcing another player to draw two cards.

Why the Rat a Tat Cat Card Game Is Popular

The rat a tat cat card game has earned a reputation for being both entertaining and educational. Below are key

reasons why the game has remained a favorite over the years.

1. Accessibility

With simple rules and minimal equipment, the game is easy to learn and can be played by people of all ages.

2. Social Interaction

Unlike solitary card games, the rat a tat cat card game encourages conversation, friendly competition, and

teamwork.

3. Cognitive Benefits

Players develop memory, pattern recognition, and strategic planning skills through repeated play.

4. Adaptability

Whether you’re playing at home, traveling, or participating in a classroom activity, the rat a tat cat card game can be

easily adapted to fit various settings.

Getting Started: Tips for New Players

If you’re new to the rat a tat cat card game, don’t worry. The following tips will help you get comfortable and start

enjoying the game quickly.

1. Start with a Small Group

Playing with 2–4 players allows you to focus on learning the rules without feeling overwhelmed.

2. Use a Visual Aid

Keep a cheat sheet or a diagram of the card ranks to help you remember the matching rules.

3. Practice with a Dummy Deck

Before playing a full round, try a practice session with a shuffled deck to familiarize yourself with the flow of the



game.

4. Keep a Calm Mindset

Since the game is fast �paced, staying calm and focused will help you make better decisions during your turns.

Buying Guide: Where to Find the Rat a Tat Cat Card Game

For those interested in purchasing a physical copy of the rat a tat cat card game, here are some options.

1. Online Retailers

•  Amazon: Offers a range of versions, including classic and deluxe editions.

•  eBay: Good for finding second �hand or vintage copies.

2. Local Game Stores

Independent game shops often carry the game in their “card game” sections. Support local businesses by checking

them out.

3. Digital Platforms

•  Steam: Features a digital version with multiplayer capabilities.

•  App Stores: Look for “Rat a Tat Cat” on iOS and Android for quick, on �the �go play.

Online Versions and Mobile Apps

In addition to the physical card game, the rat a tat cat card game has several online and mobile adaptations. These

versions offer unique features such as:

•  Real �time multiplayer against players worldwide

•  Leaderboards and achievements

•  Customizable themes and card designs

•  Practice mode to improve your skills

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q: Can I play the rat a tat cat card game with a standard deck?

A: Yes, the game uses a standard 52 �card deck. No Jokers are required unless you choose to add them for a

special rule.

Q: How many players can participate?

A: The game is best suited for 2–6 players. With more players, the game may become less strategic.

Q: Are there age restrictions?

A: No. The rat a tat cat card game is family �friendly and suitable for children as young as 6 years old.

Q: What makes the rat a tat cat card game different from other shedding games?

A: The focus on matching ranks rather than suits, combined with optional strategic variations, sets it apart from

games like “Old Maid” or “Slapjack.”

Q: Can I use this game as an educational tool?

A: Absolutely. The game encourages memory, counting, and strategic thinking, making it a great addition to

classroom activities.
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