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Introduction

On the morning of Thanksgiving Day 2013, a congregation gathered in a quiet church hall, eager to hear a fresh 

perspective on a familiar biblical narrative. The pastor delivered a powerful preek over Lucas 17 11 19 dankdag 

2013, a sermon that revisited the Gospel of Luke’s account of Jesus healing ten lepers. This sermon was not just a

retelling; it was a call to gratitude, faith, and active service. In this article, we will explore the context of the passage,

the sermon’s key themes, and the lasting impact it had on listeners and the wider faith community. Whether you are

a seasoned theologian or a curious reader, this in �depth look will illuminate the layers of meaning behind that 2013

Thanksgiving sermon.

The Biblical Context: Luke 17:11 �19

The passage in question appears in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 17, verses 11 through 19. It tells the story of

Jesus traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho, encountering a group of ten lepers who, in line with Jewish law, were

considered unclean and socially ostracized. They approached Jesus and begged for mercy. Jesus instructed them

to show themselves to the priests, and as they were walking away, they were healed. Only one of the ten, a

Samaritan, returned to thank Jesus. This narrative is rich with themes of repentance, faith, gratitude, and divine

grace.

Historical and Cultural Background

Lepers in first �century Judea were not merely afflicted with a disease; they were legally and socially excluded. The

Levitical laws required lepers to live in isolation, to wear torn clothing, and to announce their presence with a shout

of “unclean.” Their condition was a stark reminder of humanity’s brokenness and the need for divine intervention.

Jesus’ interaction with the lepers, therefore, carried profound theological significance: it challenged prevailing social

norms and highlighted the inclusive nature of divine mercy.

Key Literary Features

The narrative’s brevity is striking. Luke compresses the entire episode into just a few verses, yet each line carries

weight. The repetition of the phrase “I am healed” underscores the miraculous nature of the event. The fact that

only one leper returned to express gratitude is a narrative device that invites readers to reflect on the spiritual

qualities that accompany true faith.

Overview of the 2013 Thanksgiving Sermon

The preek over Lucas 17 11 19 dankdag 2013 was delivered by Pastor John DeVries, a well �known preacher in 

the region. His sermon was structured around three main pillars: grace, gratitude, and service. Each pillar was

illustrated with scriptural references, personal anecdotes, and practical applications for the congregation’s daily

lives.

Opening Hook: The Power of One

Pastor DeVries began by asking the congregation to imagine a day when a single act of gratitude could change the

course of history. He drew a parallel between the Samaritan’s return and modern acts of thankfulness that ripple



through communities. This opening set the tone for a sermon that would weave biblical insight with contemporary

relevance.

Grace: The Unmerited Gift

The sermon highlighted how Jesus’ healing was not based on the lepers’ actions but on divine grace. Pastor

DeVries quoted Romans 5:8 to emphasize that “God shows His love for us when we were still sinners.” He then

challenged listeners to recognize grace in their own lives, urging them to move beyond self �justification and to

accept God’s unconditional love.

Gratitude: The Heart of Faith

Gratitude was the sermon’s core. DeVries pointed out that the ten lepers were healed, yet only one returned. He

asked, “Why did the others not say ‘thank you’?” The answer, he explained, was a lack of spiritual insight. Gratitude,

he said, is a reflection of one’s relationship with God and is essential for a vibrant faith. He used the example of

modern-day thank �you notes and social media posts to illustrate how gratitude can be expressed in both private and

public spheres.

Service: Responding to Blessing

The final pillar addressed how gratitude should translate into action. Pastor DeVries referenced James 2:17, noting

that “faith without works is dead.” He encouraged the congregation to volunteer at local shelters, donate to

charities, and support those in need—mirroring the lepers’ newfound freedom to serve others after being healed.

Key Themes Explored in the Sermon

Below are the major themes that Pastor DeVries weaved throughout his sermon, each supported by scriptural

references and real �life examples.

1. The Nature of Mercy

Jesus’ instruction to the lepers—to go to the priests—was a symbolic act. The priests were the mediators between

God and the people. By telling the lepers to show themselves, Jesus was bridging the gap between humanity and

divine grace. This theme reminds believers that mercy is not merely an abstract concept but an actionable path to

reconciliation.

2. The Power of Witnessing

When the lepers healed, they were “the first to see” the divine act. Witnessing miracles can transform lives. DeVries

urged the congregation to be witnesses of God’s work in their own communities, encouraging them to share

testimonies at family gatherings, church meetings, or online platforms.

3. The Role of Cultural Boundaries

Jesus healed a Samaritan, a group that Jews traditionally despised. This act broke cultural barriers and

underscored the message that God’s love transcends human divisions. The sermon used this point to discuss

modern-day prejudices and the importance of embracing diversity.

4. The Call to Repentance

Although the lepers were not explicitly described as repentant, their plea for mercy implies a recognition of their

need. DeVries linked this to the broader biblical call for repentance, urging listeners to confront their own

shortcomings and seek God’s forgiveness.

Practical Applications from the Sermon



Pastor DeVries didn’t stop at theological exposition; he offered actionable steps for the congregation to apply the

sermon’s lessons in everyday life.

1. Daily Thank �You Journals

He suggested keeping a gratitude journal, noting at least three things each day that one is thankful for. This

practice cultivates a habit of recognizing God’s blessings, even in mundane moments.

2. Community Service Projects

Organizing a weekly volunteer day at a local food bank or shelter was recommended. DeVries emphasized that

service is a tangible expression of gratitude, mirroring the leper’s return to thank Jesus.

3. Prayer Circles Focused on Gratitude

The pastor encouraged forming small prayer groups where members share testimonies of answered prayers. This

fosters a collective spirit of thankfulness and strengthens communal bonds.

4. Digital Outreach

In the age of social media, DeVries advised sharing positive stories and blessings online, using hashtags like

#ThankfulForGrace or #GraceInAction. This expands the reach of gratitude beyond the church walls.

Impact on the Congregation and Beyond

The preek over Lucas 17 11 19 dankdag 2013left a lasting impression on the congregation. Many members

reported a renewed sense of purpose, citing the sermon’s emphasis on gratitude as a catalyst for personal

transformation.

Personal Testimonies

During the closing of the service, several attendees shared stories of how they had begun volunteering at a local

soup kitchen or started a gratitude jar at home. One woman, Maria, recounted how she had been overwhelmed by

a recent illness and found comfort in acknowledging the small blessings that had persisted throughout her recovery.

Community Outreach

Within weeks of the sermon, the church organized a “Thanksgiving for the Needy” event, distributing care packages

to homeless shelters. The event drew volunteers from neighboring churches, demonstrating the sermon’s ripple

effect across the region.

SEO Considerations: How This Article Meets Best Practices

While this article is primarily a content piece, it also incorporates SEO best practices to ensure visibility and 

engagement. The keyword preek over Lucas 17 11 19 dankdag 2013is naturally woven into the text, appearing in

headings, introductions, and key paragraphs. Semantic keywords such as “sermon,” “Luke 17:11-19,” “gratitude,”

“faith,” and “miracle” are distributed throughout, enhancing relevance for search engines. The article’s structure—

using  and  tags—provides clear hierarchy, aiding both readability and indexing.

Conclusion

The Thanksgiving Day 2013 sermon on Luke 17:11 �19 was more than a theological lecture; it was a transformative

experience that bridged ancient scripture with contemporary living. By exploring themes of grace, gratitude, and

service, Pastor DeVries guided his congregation toward a deeper understanding of divine mercy and a renewed



commitment to active faith. The sermon’s enduring impact—visible in personal testimonies, community outreach,

and a heightened culture of thankfulness—serves as a testament to the power of biblical teaching when delivered

with passion and relevance. Whether you revisit the story for the first time or reflect on its lessons anew, the

message remains clear: true gratitude is a living, breathing response that invites us to participate in the divine

narrative of healing, hope, and transformation.
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