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When you hear the phrase paint this with Jerry Yarnell , you might imagine a vibrant, expressive canvas that 

captures emotion in a single stroke. This phrase has become a shorthand for a distinct approach to painting that 

blends bold color palettes, dynamic brushwork, and narrative depth. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll dive into the 

artist behind the movement, dissect the techniques that define his style, and show you how to apply them to your 

own work. Whether you’re a seasoned painter or just starting out, the principles of paint this with Jerry Yarnell

can elevate your practice and unlock new creative possibilities.

Who Is Jerry Yarnell?

Jerry Yarnell is a contemporary painter known for his striking use of color and fluid brushstrokes that seem to

breathe life into every canvas. Born in the Midwest, Yarnell’s early exposure to the natural landscapes of his

hometown influenced his love for expansive skies and textured earth tones. Over the past decade, he has exhibited

in galleries across the United States, earning acclaim for his ability to merge realism with abstract expressionism.

Yarnell’s signature technique is often described as “color storytelling.” He believes that each hue carries a narrative 

weight, and that the interplay of light and shadow can evoke memories and emotions in the viewer. By encouraging 

artists to paint this with Jerry Yarnell , he invites them to experiment with this narrative approach, turning ordinary

subjects into visual poems.

The Concept of “Paint This with Jerry Yarnell”

At its core, the phrase paint this with Jerry Yarnell is more than a slogan; it’s an invitation to explore a mindset. It

encourages painters to:

•  Embrace bold color choices: Don’t shy away from saturation; let the palette speak.

•  Prioritize emotional resonance: Think about how color and composition can convey feelings.

•  Experiment with texture: Use thick impasto or thin washes to add depth.

•  Tell a story: Every brushstroke should serve a narrative purpose.

When you decide to paint this with Jerry Yarnell , you’re committing to a process that balances technical skill with

imaginative storytelling.

Understanding Yarnell’s Signature Technique

Yarnell’s technique can be broken down into several key components that, when combined, produce the vibrant,

emotive canvases he’s celebrated for.

1. Layering of Color

He starts with a monochromatic underpainting to establish values and then layers translucent glazes to create

luminous depth. This method allows colors to bleed into one another, producing a subtle glow that feels alive.

2. Expressive Brushwork

Yarnell’s brushstrokes are fluid and confident. He often uses a palette knife for broad strokes and a fine sable brush

for detailing. The contrast between these tools gives his work a dynamic rhythm.



3. Strategic Use of Negative Space

Negative space is not just emptiness; it’s a narrative element. Yarnell often frames subjects with intentional voids,

allowing the viewer’s eye to wander and create a sense of mystery.

4. Color Harmonies and Contrasts

He carefully selects complementary or analogous color schemes to evoke specific moods. Warm tones might

suggest passion, while cool blues can convey calmness.

How to Apply the Technique to Your Own Paintings

Adopting the paint this with Jerry Yarnellstyle doesn’t require a complete overhaul of your method. Instead,

focus on integrating these steps into your workflow.

Step 1: Choose a Strong Concept

Before you even touch the canvas, decide on the emotional core of your piece. Is it nostalgia, hope, or tension?

This concept will guide your color and composition choices.

Step 2: Sketch a Light Underpainting

Use a neutral gray or muted tone to map out values. This underpainting will serve as a foundation for layering.

Step 3: Apply Color Glazes

Begin with thin layers of translucent paint. Let each layer dry before adding the next. This technique builds depth

without muddiness.

Step 4: Add Texture with Palette Knife

Introduce texture by scraping or pushing paint into the canvas. This creates movement and tactile interest.

Step 5: Refine with Fine Brushes

Use small sable brushes to add details that anchor the composition and guide the viewer’s eye.

Step 6: Final Touches and Sign Off

Step back frequently to assess balance. Add highlights or shadows as needed to enhance the narrative.

Tools and Materials You’ll Need

To faithfully paint this with Jerry Yarnell , you’ll need a mix of traditional and modern supplies:

•  High-quality acrylic or oil paints: Look for brands that offer strong pigmentation.

•  Palette knives: Various sizes for broad strokes and fine details.

•  Soft sable brushes: Ideal for glazing and fine work.

•  Canvas or primed boards: Choose a surface that can handle multiple layers.

•  Mediums: Acrylic glazing medium or linseed oil for oils to adjust viscosity.

•  Palette and mixing board: A smooth surface to blend colors.

Investing in quality materials ensures that the colors stay vibrant and the textures remain consistent throughout the

painting process.

Color Theory and Palette Selection

Color is the language of the visual world. Yarnell’s approach to color is both scientific and intuitive. He often starts



with a base palette derived from the natural colors of his subject matter, then expands it with accent hues to create

emotional contrast.

Choosing a Base Palette

Identify the dominant colors in your subject. If you’re painting a sunset, warm oranges and reds will dominate. For a

forest scene, greens and browns will be central.

Adding Accent Colors

Introduce complementary colors to heighten visual interest. A splash of violet against a warm sunset can create a

striking focal point.

Balancing Warm and Cool Tones

Warm colors tend to advance, while cool colors recede. Use this dynamic to control depth and focus.

Using Color Temperature for Mood

Warm palettes evoke energy and passion; cool palettes suggest calmness or melancholy. Decide which mood you

want to convey and adjust accordingly.

Composition and Visual Storytelling

Yarnell’s compositions are carefully balanced to guide the viewer’s journey. He employs the rule of thirds, leading

lines, and focal points to create a narrative flow.

Rule of Thirds

Divide your canvas into a 3x3 grid and place key elements along the intersecting lines. This creates natural points

of interest.

Leading Lines

Use roads, rivers, or architectural features to lead the eye into the scene.

Focal Points and Hierarchy

Determine the most important element and use contrast, color, and detail to make it stand out.

Negative Space as a Narrative Tool

Deliberate emptiness can suggest isolation, freedom, or anticipation. Use it to add depth to the story.

Inspiration and Influences

Jerry Yarnell’s work draws from a wide range of influences, from the impressionist masters to contemporary street

artists. Understanding these inspirations can help you develop your own voice.

Impressionism

Like Monet, Yarnell captures fleeting moments with light and color.

Abstract Expressionism

He borrows the emotional intensity of Pollock and Rothko, using color as a conduit for feeling.

Modern Digital Art

Yarnell incorporates elements of digital color theory, blending traditional techniques with contemporary aesthetics.



Nature and Landscape

His love for the outdoors informs his palette choices and compositional balance.

The Art Community and Resources

Connecting with other artists and resources can accelerate your growth. Here are some recommended avenues to

explore.

Online Communities

•  DeviantArt: Share your work and receive feedback.

•  Behance: Showcase professional portfolios.

•  Reddit (r/painting): Engage in constructive critique.

Workshops and Masterclasses

Many artists offer virtual workshops that focus on color theory, brushwork, and storytelling techniques.

Books and Publications

•  “Color and Light” by James Gurney: A deep dive into color theory.

•  “The Natural Way to Draw” by Kimon Nicolaides: For foundational skills.

•  “The Story of Painting” by Jean H. Smith: Historical context.

Local Art Schools

Enroll in courses that emphasize contemporary techniques and narrative art.

Frequently Asked Questions About “Paint This with Jerry Yarnell”

1.  What materials are best for this style? Acrylics or oils with high pigment content, palette knives, and sable 

brushes.
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