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OVH DDoS Protection: Safeguarding Your Online Presence

In today’s hyper �connected world, a single distributed denial �of �service (DDoS) attack can cripple a business, steal 

customer trust, and cost millions in downtime. As cyber threats evolve, hosting providers are racing to offer robust, 

cost �effective defense mechanisms. Among the leaders in this space is OVH, a French cloud giant known for its 

expansive infrastructure and strong security posture. This article dives deep into OVH DDoS protection, explaining

how it works, why it matters, and how you can leverage it to keep your services online.

Understanding DDoS Attacks

DDoS attacks are orchestrated assaults that flood a target’s network or application with traffic, exhausting

resources and rendering services unavailable. Unlike simple denial �of �service (DoS) attacks that come from a single

source, DDoS attacks involve thousands or even millions of compromised devices—often called a botnet—working

in concert. Attackers target different layers of the network stack:

•  Volume attacks (e.g., UDP floods) push massive traffic volumes.

•  Protocol attacks (e.g., SYN floods) exploit network protocols.

•  Application �layer attacks (e.g., HTTP floods) target specific web services.

Because DDoS attacks can scale to petabytes per second, a single successful hit can bring down even the most

resilient websites.

Why DDoS Protection Is Essential for Modern Businesses

Beyond the obvious financial losses, a DDoS incident can damage brand reputation, erode customer confidence,

and trigger compliance violations. For e �commerce sites, a downtime period of just a few minutes can result in lost

sales, refunds, and negative reviews. Financial institutions face regulatory penalties if they fail to protect customer

data. Even non �profit organizations risk mission failure if their online platforms go offline.

Investing in a reliable DDoS defense strategy is no longer optional; it’s a core component of digital resilience. The

right protection can:

1.  Maintain service availability during peak traffic.

2.  Reduce the cost of incident response.

3.  Ensure compliance with industry standards.

4.  Provide peace of mind for stakeholders.

OVH: A Brief Overview

Founded in 1999, OVH (originally Ogest Virtual Hosting) has grown into a global cloud services provider with data

centers in Europe, North America, and Asia. OVH offers a wide range of services, including dedicated servers,

VPS, public cloud, private cloud, and hybrid solutions. Their infrastructure is built on a “global network of data

centers” strategy, enabling high redundancy and low latency across regions.

OVH’s commitment to security is evident in its layered approach: physical security, network hardening, and



proactive threat detection. Their DDoS mitigation is a cornerstone of their security stack, designed to protect both

on �premise and cloud �hosted applications.

OVH DDoS Protection Features

OVH’s DDoS defense is built into its network fabric and is available to all customers, regardless of the hosting plan.

Key features include:

•  24/7 Monitoring: Continuous traffic analysis to detect anomalies.

•  Automatic Traffic Scrubbing: Real �time filtering of malicious packets.

•  Rate Limiting: Adjustable thresholds to throttle suspicious traffic.

•  Geo �Blocking: Block traffic from regions with high attack rates.

•  Custom Rules: Users can define application �level rules.

•  Real �Time Reporting: Dashboards display attack metrics and mitigation actions.

•  Integration with Cloud Firewall: Seamless enforcement across all OVH services.

These capabilities are powered by OVH’s proprietary hardware and software stack, which includes high �capacity

routers, load balancers, and specialized DDoS scrubbing appliances.

How OVH Protects Your Infrastructure

When a DDoS attack is detected, OVH initiates a multi �stage mitigation process:

1.  Detection: Traffic patterns are analyzed against baseline behavior. Machine learning models identify sudden 

spikes or unusual protocol usage.

2.  Isolation: The traffic is diverted to a scrubbing center where malicious packets are filtered out.

3.  Filtering: Legitimate traffic is re �assembled and forwarded to the target server.

4.  Rate Control: If the attack volume exceeds capacity, traffic is throttled to prevent resource exhaustion.

5.  Reporting: Attack details—including source IPs, attack type, and duration—are logged and made available 

via the customer portal.

Because the scrubbing process occurs at the network edge, it protects both the server and the underlying

infrastructure. Customers also receive notifications via email or API when an attack is detected, enabling rapid

response.

Deploying OVH DDoS Protection: Step �by �Step Guide

Setting up DDoS protection on OVH is straightforward. Below is a practical walkthrough for a typical web

application hosted on an OVH dedicated server.

Step 1: Verify Eligibility

All OVH servers automatically receive baseline DDoS protection. However, for advanced features like custom rules 

or higher traffic thresholds, you may need to enable the OVH DDoS Shield add �on. Check your account dashboard 

under Security Settings to confirm availability.

Step 2: Access the OVH Control Panel

Log in to the OVH Manager (https://manager.ovh.com). Navigate to the server’s overview page, then click on 

Security &amp; Firewall.

Step 3: Configure Basic Rules



Under Basic Protection, you can enable automatic traffic scrubbing and rate limiting. Set thresholds that match

your typical traffic patterns to avoid false positives.

Step 4: Add Custom Rules (Optional)

For application �specific protection, use the Custom Rulessection. For example, you might block all traffic to a

staging environment or limit the number of requests per IP to your REST API.

Step 5: Enable Geo �Blocking (Optional)

If you notice that most attacks originate from a particular region, you can block or throttle traffic from that country.

This is useful for sites that serve a global audience but have a primary customer base in a specific locale.

Step 6: Monitor and Adjust

After activation, keep an eye on the Real �Time Dashboard. Review attack logs, adjust thresholds, and fine �tune

rules as needed. OVH also offers an API that can automate rule updates based on custom logic.

Case Studies: Real �World Impact of OVH DDoS Protection

Below are two anonymized scenarios illustrating how OVH’s DDoS defense saved businesses from significant

downtime.

Case Study 1: E �Commerce Platform Survives a 400 Gbps Attack

A mid �size online retailer hosted its storefront on OVH’s public cloud. During a promotional sale, a coordinated 

attack launched from 3,000 botnet nodes, delivering a 400 Gbps flood. OVH’s scrubbing center instantly identified 

the traffic as a SYN flood, redirected it to the scrubbing appliance, and filtered out malicious packets. The retailer’s 

website remained online with less than 1% latency increase. The incident cost the retailer zero revenue loss and

no customer complaints.

Case Study 2: SaaS Company Maintains 99.999% Uptime

A SaaS provider running its services on a dedicated OVH server faced an HTTP flood targeting its API endpoints.

OVH’s rate �limiting feature capped requests to 5,000 per minute per IP, preventing overload. The company’s SLA

guarantees 99.999% uptime, and thanks to OVH’s protection, the service remained uninterrupted during the attack.

Comparing OVH DDoS Protection with Competitors

When selecting a DDoS defense solution, many businesses compare providers on factors such as coverage, cost,

and integration ease. Below is a side �by �side comparison of OVH, Cloudflare, and Akamai.



Feature OVH Cloudflare Akamai

Coverage Global, with 30+ data 
centers

Global CDN with 200+ 
PoPs

Global CDN with 250+ 
PoPs

Automatic Scrubbing Yes, built into the network Yes, via Cloudflare 
Spectrum

Yes, through Akamai Kona

Custom Rules Yes, via web interface and 
API

Yes, via Workers and 
Firewall Rules

Yes, via Edge Rules Engine

Pricing Model Included in hosting plans; 
add �ons optional

Tiered subscription; free 
tier available

Enterprise pricing; custom 
quotes

Ease of Setup Integrated with OVH 
control panel

Simple DNS switch Requires integration with 
CDN

Reporting &amp; Analytics Real �time dashboard Detailed analytics 
dashboard

Advanced threat 
intelligence

While Cloudflare and Akamai offer broader CDN services, OVH’s DDoS protection is tightly coupled with its hosting

ecosystem, making it a natural choice for customers already using OVH infrastructure.

Pricing and Packages

OVH’s DDoS protection is largely included in its hosting plans. However, customers can opt for the OVH DDoS 

Shieldadd �on for higher traffic thresholds and advanced rule sets. Below is a simplified pricing snapshot (prices

may vary by region and plan).

•  Basic Protection – Included in all plans.

•  OVH DDoS Shield – Standard – €20/month for up to 1 Tbps capacity.

•  OVH DDoS Shield – Premium – €50/month for up to 10 Tbps capacity and custom rule support.

Because OVH’s protection is integrated at the network level, there is no additional bandwidth cost for scrubbing

traffic. This can be a cost advantage over solutions that charge per GB of mitigated traffic.

Pros and Cons of OVH DDoS Protection

•  Pros

Seamless integration with OVH hosting services.

•  Real �time monitoring and automated scrubbing.

•  Transparent reporting via the OVH Manager.

•  No extra bandwidth charges.

•  Competitive pricing for high �capacity plans.
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