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Introduction

In the rapidly evolving world of electronics, the tools that designers use shape the pace, quality, and innovation of 

every product. Among these tools, ORCAD Capture has long stood out as a robust, user �friendly platform for 

schematic capture and PCB design. When paired with the powerful capabilities of EMA EDA, engineers gain a

comprehensive workflow that covers everything from initial concept to final manufacturing. This article delves deep

into the synergy between ORCAD Capture and EMA EDA, exploring their features, benefits, and practical use

cases. Whether you’re a seasoned professional or a newcomer to electronic design automation (EDA), you’ll find

actionable insights that can elevate your projects.

What is ORCAD Capture?

History and Evolution

ORCAD Capture was first introduced in the early 1990s as part of the ORCAD suite, designed to streamline the

schematic capture process for PCB designers. Over the decades, it has evolved from a basic editor into a

sophisticated platform that supports modern design methodologies, including hierarchical schematics, advanced

netlisting, and integrated simulation. Its longevity is a testament to its adaptability and the strong community that

has grown around it.

Key Features

•  Schematic Capture: Intuitive drag �and �drop interface with auto �placement of pins.

•  Component Libraries: Extensive built �in libraries and easy import of custom symbols.

•  Netlist Generation: Seamless export of netlists compatible with most PCB layout tools.

•  Design Rule Checks (DRC): Real �time validation against user �defined rules.

•  Integration with Layout: Tight coupling with ORCAD PCB Designer for a smooth transition from schematic to 

layout.

•  Simulation Support: Basic DC, AC, and transient simulation capabilities.

•  Version Control: Built �in support for SVN and Git for collaborative projects.

Understanding EDA (Electronic Design Automation)

Definition and Importance

Electronic Design Automation refers to the collection of software tools that facilitate the design, simulation, and

verification of electronic systems. From integrated circuits to complex PCB assemblies, EDA tools reduce design

time, minimize errors, and enable rapid prototyping. As product complexity grows, the role of EDA becomes

increasingly critical.

EDA Workflow Overview

1.  Conceptual Design – Define functional specifications.

2.  Schematic Capture – Translate concepts into electronic diagrams.

3.  Component Library Management – Ensure accurate symbol and footprint data.

4.  Netlist Generation – Produce a list of connections for layout.



5.  PCB Layout – Physically arrange components and routes.

6.  Simulation & Verification – Validate performance and rule compliance.

7.  Manufacturing Data Export – Generate Gerber files, BOM, and assembly instructions.

ORCAD Capture in the EDA Landscape

Integration with Other EDA Tools

ORCAD Capture’s strength lies in its ability to integrate seamlessly with a variety of downstream tools. Whether

you’re using ORCAD PCB Designer, Mentor Graphics PADS, or Cadence Allegro, the netlist export formats are

universally compatible. Additionally, many designers combine ORCAD Capture with simulation engines like LTspice

or Spectre for in �depth analysis.

Comparison with Competitors

•  ORCAD Capture vs. Altium Designer: While Altium offers a unified environment, ORCAD Capture excels in 

cost �effectiveness and modularity.

•  ORCAD Capture vs. KiCad: KiCad is free and open source; ORCAD Capture offers advanced DRC and 

integrated layout tools.

•  ORCAD Capture vs. Cadence OrCAD: Both share a heritage, but ORCAD Capture focuses on a streamlined 

schematic experience.

Using ORCAD Capture: Step �by �Step Guide

Setting Up a New Project

Begin by launching ORCAD Capture and selecting File &gt; New &gt; Project. Choose a project type that 

matches your intended output—schematic, layout, or both. Name your project, set the working directory, and click 

Finish. A clean workspace is now ready for design.

Creating Schematics

Open a new schematic sheet and start placing components. Use the Component Pickerto search for parts by

reference designator, value, or manufacturer. Drag the selected component onto the sheet, connect pins with wires,

and label nets to aid readability.

Component Libraries and Symbol Creation

ORCAD Capture’s library manager allows you to import existing symbols or create new ones. When creating a

symbol, define pin types (input, output, power, ground) and add graphical details. Assign a footprint that matches

your target PCB layout tool.

Netlist Generation and Design Rule Checks

After completing the schematic, run a Netlist to export connectivity data. Simultaneously, trigger a Design Rule 

Checkto identify issues such as unconnected pins, missing ground references, or net violations. Resolve any

flagged errors before proceeding.

PCB Layout and Placement

Export the netlist to ORCAD PCB Designer or another layout tool. Import the component footprints, perform

automatic placement, and refine manually. Use the DRC engine to ensure spacing, clearance, and trace width

meet your design specifications.

Final Verification and Export



Before finalizing, run a comprehensive verification that includes electrical rule checks, thermal analysis, and

manufacturability checks. Once satisfied, export Gerber files, BOM, and pick �and �place data for fabrication and

assembly.

Advanced Features of ORCAD Capture

3D Visualization

ORCAD Capture’s 3D viewer allows designers to inspect component placement against the PCB board profile. This

feature is invaluable for verifying clearance, mounting constraints, and mechanical fit.

Simulation Capabilities

Embedded simulation tools enable quick DC, AC, and transient analyses directly within the schematic environment.

Engineers can test power distribution, signal integrity, and timing without leaving the capture workspace.

Integration with EMA EDA

EMA EDA enhances ORCAD Capture’s capabilities by offering advanced simulation engines, automated test bench

generation, and AI �powered design rule optimization. The integration is plug �and �play, requiring minimal configuration

to start leveraging EMA EDA’s analytics.

EMA EDA: A Closer Look

What is EMA EDA?

EMA EDA is a next �generation electronic design automation platform that focuses on predictive analytics,

automated design verification, and cloud �based collaboration. It supports a wide range of design methodologies,

from traditional PCB layouts to complex FPGA and ASIC development.

How EMA EDA Enhances ORCAD Capture

•  AI �Driven DRC: EMA EDA’s machine �learning models identify subtle rule violations that traditional DRC may 

miss.

•  Automated Test Bench Generation: Generate comprehensive test cases for simulation directly from the 

schematic.

•  Real �Time Collaboration: Cloud �based editing allows multiple engineers to work on the same design 

simultaneously.

•  Design Space Exploration: Evaluate trade �offs in power, performance, and area with interactive dashboards.

Use Cases and Success Stories

Several leading semiconductor companies have integrated ORCAD Capture with EMA EDA to accelerate

time �to �market. For example, a consumer electronics firm reduced its PCB design cycle from 12 weeks to 6 weeks

by leveraging EMA EDA’s automated verification pipelines. Similarly, a telecommunications startup used EMA

EDA’s AI DRC to catch high �frequency signal integrity issues early, saving costly rework.

Tips & Best Practices for ORCAD Capture Users

Project Organization

Maintain a clear folder structure: schematics/, layouts/, libraries/, and documentation/. This reduces confusion and

eases collaboration.

Library Management



Regularly update component libraries to reflect the latest manufacturer data. Use a versioned library system to

track changes and maintain consistency across projects.

Design Rule Optimization

Start with conservative DRC settings and gradually relax them as confidence in the design grows. Document each

rule change to keep the team aligned.

Collaboration and Version Control

Integrate ORCAD Capture with Git or SVN for version tracking. Use branching strategies for feature development

and bug fixes to avoid merge conflicts.

Common Challenges and Troubleshooting

Connectivity
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