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Medical Device Risk Management Plan Template: The Ultimate Guide

In the highly regulated world of medical devices, risk management is not just a best practice—it’s a legal

requirement. Every device that reaches the market must demonstrate that potential hazards have been identified,

evaluated, and mitigated to an acceptable level. A well �structured risk management plan serves as the backbone of

this process, providing a systematic approach that aligns with international standards such as ISO 14971, FDA 21

CFR 820.30, and the EU Medical Device Regulation (MDR). Yet, many organizations struggle to create a

comprehensive plan from scratch, often spending countless hours drafting, revising, and aligning documentation.

Enter the medical device risk management plan template. By adopting a ready �made, customizable framework,

you can streamline compliance, reduce the risk of errors, and ensure that your product’s safety profile is clearly

documented and auditable. This article dives deep into why a template matters, what it should contain, how to use

it effectively, and how to tailor it to your specific product and regulatory environment. Whether you’re a small startup

or a large manufacturer, mastering a risk management plan template is essential for bringing a safe, compliant

device to market.

1. Understanding Medical Device Risk Management

1.1 What is Risk Management in Medical Devices?

Risk management in the medical device industry is a systematic process that identifies hazards, estimates their

severity and likelihood, and implements controls to reduce risk to an acceptable level. The goal is to protect

patients, clinicians, and users from harm while ensuring that the device fulfills its intended purpose.

1.2 Regulatory Landscape

•  ISO 14971: The international standard that defines the risk management process for medical devices, 

covering everything from risk analysis to post �market surveillance.

•  FDA 21 CFR 820.30: Requires U.S. manufacturers to establish a risk management program, maintain 

records, and document risk controls.

•  EU MDR (Regulation (EU) 2017/745): Introduces a more rigorous risk management framework, mandating a 

risk analysis, risk evaluation, and risk control plan for all devices.

While the core principles remain consistent across jurisdictions, each regulation emphasizes different

documentation and verification aspects. A solid risk management plan template helps you navigate these nuances

with confidence.

2. Core Elements of a Risk Management Plan

Regardless of the regulatory framework, a comprehensive risk management plan typically follows the five key steps

outlined in ISO 14971:

1.  Risk Identification – Discover all potential hazards associated with the device.

2.  Risk Analysis – Quantify the severity and probability of each hazard.

3.  Risk Evaluation – Determine if the residual risk is acceptable or requires mitigation.



4.  Risk Control – Implement design, procedural, or labeling controls to reduce risk.

5.  Risk Review – Reassess risks after changes, post �market data, or new information.

A template that incorporates these steps ensures that every stage is addressed systematically, reducing the

likelihood of oversight.

3. Why Use a Medical Device Risk Management Plan Template?

•  Consistency: A template guarantees that all required sections are present and that information is structured 

uniformly across projects.

•  Compliance: Regulatory bodies scrutinize risk documentation. A template aligned with ISO 14971 and other 

standards helps you meet these expectations.

•  Efficiency: Saves time by eliminating repetitive drafting and allows teams to focus on analysis rather than 

formatting.

•  Audit Readiness: A well �documented plan is easier to review during internal audits, external inspections, or 

regulatory assessments.

•  Knowledge Transfer: New team members can quickly understand the risk management process through a 

clear, pre �structured document.

4. Anatomy of a Medical Device Risk Management Plan Template

Below is a detailed breakdown of the sections you should include in your template. Each section is designed to

capture critical information and support traceability throughout the product lifecycle.

4.1 Title Page and Document Control

•  Document Title: “Medical Device Risk Management Plan”

•  Version number, effective date, and approval signatures.

•  Document owner and revision history.

4.2 Scope and Purpose

Define the device’s intended use, user population, and the scope of the risk management plan. Clarify which parts

of the product are covered and any exclusions.

4.3 Definitions and Acronyms

Provide clear definitions for technical terms and acronyms (e.g., RPN, LOPA, ISO 14971). This section promotes

shared understanding across multidisciplinary teams.

4.4 Roles and Responsibilities

•  Risk Manager

•  Design Engineers

•  Quality Assurance

•  Regulatory Affairs

•  Manufacturing

Assign accountability for each stage of the risk management process.

4.5 Risk Management Process Overview

Include a flowchart or diagram that illustrates the risk management lifecycle, from identification to review. Visual

aids help stakeholders grasp the overall workflow quickly.

4.6 Risk Identification Matrix



•  Hazard description

•  Potential harm

•  Source of hazard (e.g., design flaw, user error)

•  Risk control measures (existing or planned)

Use a table format to keep data organized and searchable.

4.7 Risk Analysis Table

For each hazard, record:

•  Severity (S): 1–5 scale (1 = trivial, 5 = catastrophic)

•  Occurrence (O): 1–5 scale (1 = remote, 5 = frequent)

•  Detection (D): 1–5 scale (1 = unlikely to be detected, 5 = highly likely)

•  Risk Priority Number (RPN): S × O × D

RPN helps prioritize which risks need immediate attention.

4.8 Risk Evaluation Criteria

Define acceptable risk thresholds based on regulatory guidance and company policy. For example, “RPN > 100

requires mitigation.”

4.9 Risk Control Measures

•  Design controls (e.g., fail �safe mechanisms)

•  Procedural controls (e.g., SOPs for device use)

•  Labeling and instructions for use (IFU)

•  Training requirements

•  Software validation steps

Link each control measure back to the specific hazard it addresses.

4.10 Residual Risk Assessment

After implementing controls, reassess the RPN. Document any remaining risk and justify why it is acceptable.

4.11 Verification and Validation

•  Testing protocols (bench, clinical, usability)

•  Performance data

•  Risk control verification results

Provide evidence that controls effectively reduce risk.

4.12 Post �Market Surveillance Plan

Describe how you will monitor device performance after launch, including:

•  Adverse event reporting procedures

•  Periodic safety update reports (PSURs)

•  Field safety corrective actions (FSCA)

4.13 Review and Approval

Include a sign �off section for the risk manager, quality manager, and regulatory affairs officer. Document the review

cycle (e.g., annual, post �market).

4.14 Appendices



•  Risk analysis templates

•  Supporting documents (test reports, user studies)

•  Regulatory references

5. Step �by �Step Guide to Using the Template

5.1 Gather Product Information

Collect device specifications, design drawings, user requirements, and any previous risk analyses. This

foundational data will feed into the risk identification stage.

5.2 Populate the Scope and Purpose

Clearly state the device’s intended use, target population, and the environment in which it operates. This sets the

context for all subsequent risk work.

5.3 Identify Hazards

Work collaboratively with cross �functional teams (engineering, clinical, regulatory) to brainstorm potential hazards.

Use brainstorming sessions, design reviews, and failure mode and effects analysis (FMEA) to capture a

comprehensive list.

5.4 Perform Risk Analysis

Assign severity, occurrence, and detection ratings to each hazard. Calculate the RPN and prioritize risks. Use a risk

matrix to visualize high �risk items.

5.5 Evaluate Residual Risk

Determine if the residual risk is acceptable based on your pre �defined criteria. If not, proceed to risk control.

5.6 Implement Risk Controls

Choose appropriate mitigation strategies (design changes, procedural updates, labeling). Document how each

control reduces severity, occurrence, or detection.

5.7 Verify and Validate

Conduct tests and simulations to confirm that risk controls are effective. Record results in the verification section.

5.8 Review and Approve

Schedule a formal review meeting with all stakeholders. Sign off on the risk management plan once consensus is

reached.

5.9 Post �Market Surveillance

After device launch, monitor adverse events and user feedback. Update the risk management plan as needed to

reflect new information.

6. Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

•  Incomplete Hazard Identification: Relying solely on design reviews can miss user �related hazards. Incorporate 

user testing and clinical feedback.

•  Inconsistent Rating Scales: Mixed severity or occurrence scales lead to inaccurate RPNs. Standardize scales 

across the team.

•  Skipping Verification: Assuming risk controls work without evidence can lead to compliance failures.

•  Ignoring Post �Market Data: Failing to update the plan after launch can mask emerging risks.



•  Over �documenting: Excessive detail can obscure key information. Balance thoroughness with clarity.

7. Customizing the Template for Your Product

While the core structure remains the same, tailor the template to reflect your device’s unique characteristics:

•  Adjust the risk matrix thresholds if your product operates in a high �risk environment.

•  Include specialized sections for software risk if your device contains embedded firmware.

•  Add a dedicated section for human factors if user interaction is critical.

•  Integrate with your company’s quality management system (QMS) by linking risk control measures to specific 

SOPs.

8. Integrating with Other Quality Management Systems

A risk management plan should
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