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Introduction

When you think of contemporary young �adult science fiction that blends suspense, social commentary, and richly 

developed characters, the name Margaret Peterson Haddix inevitably surfaces. Her debut novel, Among the 

Hidden, launched a series that has captivated readers for over two decades. This article dives deep into the 

Margaret Peterson Haddix Among the Hidden series, exploring its origins, narrative arc, thematic layers, and

lasting influence on the YA genre. Whether you’re a long �time fan, a newcomer curious about the series, or a parent

seeking thoughtful literature for teens, this guide will give you a comprehensive understanding of why the books

continue to resonate.

Origins of the Series

Margaret Peterson Haddix, born in 1959, is a prolific author whose career spans over 70 novels, essays, and short 

stories. While she has written on a variety of subjects—from historical biographies to contemporary fiction—her 

most celebrated work remains the Among the Hiddentrilogy. The series began in 1996 with the publication of the

first book, which quickly gained a dedicated following for its unique premise: a society where birth control is

enforced by a totalitarian regime that limits families to one child.

In the world Haddix constructs, the “Hidden” are children born in defiance of the law. These children are hidden

away from the public eye, forced to live underground, and deprived of basic freedoms. The narrative follows the life

of Luke Garner, a boy who discovers his own hidden status and must navigate a society that views him as a threat.

The series is notable for its realistic portrayal of governmental control and the human cost of such policies. Haddix’s

background as a teacher and her research into dystopian literature informed the authenticity of her world �building.

Key Influences

•  Classic dystopian works such as 1984 by George Orwell and Brave New World by Aldous Huxley.

•  Contemporary social issues including population control, reproductive rights, and the ethics of eugenics.

•  Personal experiences growing up in the 1970s and 1980s, a period marked by political upheaval and scientific 

advancements.

Book-by-Book Breakdown

Below is a detailed look at each installment in the Margaret Peterson Haddix Among the Hidden series,

including plot highlights, character development, and key themes.

1. Among the Hidden (1996)

Luke Garner’s first year of school is anything but ordinary. While his classmates celebrate birthdays and enjoy

simple pleasures, Luke is forced to hide his existence from the outside world. The novel opens with a chilling scene

where Luke’s father is arrested for “breaching the law.” As Luke learns of the hidden children’s underground

existence, he becomes determined to find a way to survive and, perhaps, escape.

Major themes in this book include:



•  Identity and secrecy: Luke grapples with the duality of his life—public school life versus underground survival.

•  Family loyalty: The bond between Luke and his brother, Sam, is tested when they are forced to hide.

•  Rebellion: Luke’s early acts of defiance set the stage for the series’ overarching conflict.

2. The Hidden (1997)

In the second book, Luke discovers that the hidden children are not just victims but potential agents of change. The

narrative shifts focus to a clandestine group of hidden kids who plan to infiltrate the government’s birth control

program. Luke’s leadership skills come to the fore as he navigates the treacherous waters of secrecy and trust.

Key plot points include:

1.  Luke’s initiation into the hidden community’s underground network.

2.  The discovery of a secret facility where hidden children are studied.

3.  Luke’s moral dilemma when he learns that the regime’s policies are justified by a twisted sense of 

“population balance.”

3. The Lost (1999)

By the third book, the stakes have risen dramatically. The hidden children are now on the brink of discovery by the

authorities. Luke must confront the harsh realities of surveillance and the possibility that his own family may be

targeted. The novel’s climax is a tense escape attempt that tests Luke’s resolve and ingenuity.

Major themes explored:

•  Survival vs. ethics: Luke faces difficult choices that blur the line between right and wrong.

•  The cost of secrecy: The hidden children’s isolation becomes a metaphor for the psychological toll of living in 

fear.

•  Hope in darkness: Even in the most oppressive circumstances, Luke finds moments of camaraderie and hope.

Character Analysis

The Margaret Peterson Haddix Among the Hidden seriesis anchored by complex, relatable characters. Below

are some of the most pivotal figures and their roles in the narrative.

Luke Garner

As the protagonist, Luke is a quintessential hero: brave, intelligent, and deeply compassionate. His journey from a

hidden child to a leader of a resistance movement illustrates the transformative power of self �discovery.

Sam Garner

Luke’s younger brother, Sam, embodies innocence and vulnerability. His presence in the story underscores the

stakes of the hidden children’s existence.

Professor James Garner

Luke’s father, a scientist who secretly works against the regime, provides a moral compass. His clandestine

research offers hope and a potential solution for the hidden children.

Dr. Kline

The antagonist, a high-ranking official in the birth control program, personifies the oppressive forces of the series.

Dr. Kline’s relentless pursuit of the hidden children drives much of the tension.

Thematic Depth



Beyond the surface-level action, the series tackles a number of profound themes that resonate with both young and

adult readers.

Population Control and Ethics

The core premise of the series—government �mandated birth control—forces readers to confront ethical questions

about reproductive rights, state power, and individual autonomy. Haddix uses the hidden children’s plight as a

mirror to real-world debates over population control and eugenics.

Surveillance and Privacy

In an era of increasing digital surveillance, the series’ depiction of a society that monitors every child’s birth is eerily

prescient. The hidden children’s underground existence highlights the importance of privacy and the dangers of

unchecked governmental authority.

Resilience and Hope

Despite the bleak setting, the series consistently showcases the resilience of the human spirit. Luke’s determination

to fight for his and his brother’s future serves as an inspiring testament to hope and perseverance.

Impact on Young Adult Literature

The Margaret Peterson Haddix Among the Hidden serieshas left an indelible mark on the YA genre. Its

influence can be seen in the following ways:

•  Plot complexity: The series introduced a multi �layered narrative structure that challenged readers’ expectations 

and paved the way for more sophisticated YA dystopias.

•  Social relevance: By weaving contemporary issues into an engaging story, Haddix demonstrated that YA 

books can be both entertaining and thought �provoking.

•  Character depth: The series’ nuanced characters encouraged other authors to invest in well �developed 

protagonists and antagonists.

Academic Recognition

Educators and scholars have cited the series in discussions on media literacy, ethics, and social studies. The books

are frequently included in school curricula for their ability to spark critical conversations about governance, rights,

and morality.

Reading Order and Recommendations

For those new to the series, here is the recommended reading order. While the books can be read independently,

following the sequence enhances the narrative arc and character development.

1.  Among the Hidden (1996)

2.  The Hidden (1997)

3.  The Lost (1999)

4.  Among the Hidden (1996) – Special Edition (optional)

5.  Hidden (2017) – Sequel that expands the universe (optional)

Each book builds upon the last, so reading them in order ensures you don’t miss subtle foreshadowing or character

backstories.

Book Reviews and Reception



Upon release, the series received widespread acclaim from both critics and readers. Below are some highlights

from notable reviews:

•  Publishers Weekly: “A riveting tale that balances suspense with philosophical inquiry.”

•  School Library Journal: “A must �read for teens who enjoy complex plots and ethical dilemmas.”

•  New York Times Book Review: “Haddix’s narrative is a masterclass in blending action with social commentary.”

Readers often praise the series for its realistic portrayal of a dystopian society and its ability to maintain suspense

throughout the trilogy.

Where to Find the Series

For those eager to dive into the world of Margaret Peterson Haddix Among the Hidden series, the books are

widely available across multiple platforms:

•  Amazon Kindle &amp; Audible: Digital versions for quick access.

•  Local libraries: Many libraries offer both physical and e �book copies.

•  Bookstores: Major chains and independent bookstores frequently stock the series.

•  Audiobook: Narrated by acclaimed voice actors, the audiobook versions bring the story to life.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is the series appropriate for younger readers?

While the books are classified as young adult, they contain themes of government oppression, secrecy, and

violence that may be intense for younger teens. Parents and educators should consider the maturity level of the

reader.

Does the series have a sequel?

Yes, Haddix released a follow �up novel titled Hiddenin 2017, which expands the universe and introduces new

characters while retaining the core themes of the original trilogy.

Can I read the series in a single sitting?

Each book ranges between 250–300 pages. While it’s possible to read them all in a marathon session, many

readers find that spacing out the books allows for deeper reflection on the themes.

Conclusion

The Margaret Peterson Haddix Among the Hidden seriesremains a landmark in young �adult literature. By

weaving a gripping dystopian narrative with pressing social issues, Haddix invites readers to question the limits of

state power and the value of individual freedom. Whether you’re revisiting the series or discovering it for the first

time, the books offer a compelling blend of action, philosophy, and emotional depth that continues to resonate with

readers worldwide. Dive into Luke Garner’s world and experience a story that challenges, inspires, and ultimately

reminds us that hope can flourish even in the darkest of circumstances.
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