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Discover the Mid North Coast of New South Wales with the Ultimate Map 
Guide

The Mid North Coast of New South Wales is a stretch of coastline that offers a blend of pristine beaches, lush 

rainforests, charming historic towns, and vibrant modern cities. Whether you’re planning a weekend getaway, a 

road trip, or a long �term stay, a map of mid north coast NSWis an essential tool that will help you navigate this

diverse region with confidence.

In this guide we’ll explore why a detailed map is indispensable, how to read and use it effectively, and where you

can find the most reliable resources for both digital and paper maps. We’ll also highlight key attractions and

practical tips for making the most of your journey along the coast.

1. Understanding the Mid North Coast Region

Geography and Landscape

The Mid North Coast stretches roughly 200 kilometres from the northern boundary of the Central Coast to the

southern edge of the Northern Rivers. It is defined by a coastline that dips into the Pacific Ocean, a network of

rivers including the Hastings, Macleay, and Manning, and a series of hinterland ranges that give rise to waterfalls,

rainforests, and national parks.

From the sandy shores of Port Macquarie to the misty peaks of the Dorrigo National Park, the region showcases a

dramatic shift in topography. The coastal plains are dotted with mangrove estuaries, while the inland areas rise into

eucalyptus forests that provide habitat for koalas, kangaroos, and an array of bird species.

Climate and Seasons

The Mid North Coast enjoys a temperate climate, with warm summers and mild winters. The region receives

generous rainfall, particularly during the wet season (November to March), which supports its lush vegetation. A

map that includes climate data—such as average temperature ranges and rainfall—can help travelers plan

activities that align with seasonal weather patterns.

Key Towns and Cities

•  Port Macquarie – Known for its whale watching, historic lighthouse, and vibrant harbour.

•  Coffs Harbour – A bustling hub with the famous Big Banana, beaches, and a lively arts scene.

•  Kempsey – A regional centre with cultural festivals and river cruises.

•  Grafton – Famous for its cedar timber heritage and the annual Grafton Arts Festival.

•  Forbes – A historic gold rush town with charming architecture.

2. Types of Maps and How to Choose the Right One

Paper Maps

Paper maps are ideal for those who prefer a tactile experience and want a reliable reference that does not rely on

battery power. They often come with detailed topographical information, scale bars, and legends that help you

interpret terrain features. For long drives or remote areas, a paper map can serve as a backup if GPS signals fail.



Digital Maps

Digital maps, whether accessed via a smartphone app or a web browser, provide real �time traffic updates,

navigation directions, and points of interest. Interactive features such as 3 �D terrain, satellite imagery, and the ability

to search for specific locations make digital maps highly convenient for quick planning and on �the �go adjustments.

Interactive Online Maps

Platforms like Google Maps, Bing Maps, and specialized tourism websites often host interactive maps of the Mid

North Coast. These maps usually include layers that show hiking trails, cycling routes, scenic drives, and public

transport options. They also allow users to leave reviews and add photos, creating a dynamic resource that evolves

with user contributions.

Specialised Maps

•  Hiking and National Park Maps – Provide trailheads, difficulty ratings, and safety information.

•  Fishing and Boating Charts – Highlight safe anchorages, tide times, and fishing regulations.

•  Historical Maps – Offer a glimpse into the region’s past, useful for heritage tours.

3. Key Features to Look for in a Mid North Coast Map

Road Network and Transport Links

Accurate road information is crucial for planning routes. Look for major highways such as the Pacific Highway (A1)

and the Mid North Coast Highway (B71). Secondary roads, scenic drives, and ferry routes should also be clearly

marked. Public transport stations—bus stops, train stations, and ferry terminals—are often highlighted on tourist

maps.

Points of Interest

Good maps will feature attractions like:

•  Beaches (e.g., Tallow Beach, Myall Lakes)

•  National parks (e.g., Bouddi, Nymboida)

•  Historical sites (e.g., Old Courthouse in Port Macquarie)

•  Wineries and breweries (e.g., Coffs Harbour Wine Trail)

•  Cultural venues (e.g., Coffs Harbour Arts Centre)

Scale and Legend

Understanding the scale helps you gauge distances and estimate travel times. A legend explains symbols such as

hiking trails, water bodies, and heritage sites. If you’re unfamiliar with map symbols, many resources offer a quick

reference guide.

Elevation and Terrain

Topographical maps display contour lines that indicate elevation changes. This is especially useful for hikers and

cyclists who need to anticipate steep climbs or descents.

4. Popular Destinations and How a Map Enhances Your Experience

Port Macquarie – The Gateway to the Coast

Port Macquarie is a bustling coastal town that offers a mix of wildlife encounters, maritime history, and natural

beauty. A map will help you locate:

•  The North Coast Wildlife Park and the Koala Hospital.



•  The historic Port Macquarie Lighthouse and the Port Macquarie Museum.

•  Popular beaches such as North Beach and South Beach.

Coffs Harbour – A Blend of Culture and Nature

Coffs Harbour is renowned for its iconic Big Banana and the Sea Life Coffs Harbouraquarium. A map will guide

you to:

•  The Botanic Gardens and the Botanic Gardens Botanic Reserve.

•  The North Shore Regional Gallery and local art studios.

•  Nearby coastal parks like Armidale National Park.

Kempsey – The River Town

Kempsey sits on the banks of the Macleay River and offers a relaxed vibe with a range of outdoor activities. With a

map, you can:

•  Find the Macquarie River Trail for cycling and walking.

•  Locate the Kempsey Regional Gallery and local cafés.

•  Plan visits to Glenrock Park and nearby wineries.

Grafton – The Cedar Capital

Grafton is famous for its cedar timber heritage and the annual Grafton Arts Festival. A map helps you explore:

•  The Grafton Heritage Centre and the historic Old Court House.

•  The Grafton Arts Festival venue and surrounding galleries.

•  Nearby natural attractions such as the Grafton Creek and the Grafton National Park.

Forbes – A Step Back in Time

Forbes is a small gold rush town that offers a glimpse into the region’s colonial past. Use a map to locate:

•  The Forbes Heritage Centre and the Gold Mine.

•  Local markets and historic buildings.

•  Scenic drives to the surrounding countryside.

5. Planning Your Journey Using a Map

Route Planning

Start by mapping out your starting point and destination. Use a digital map to calculate travel times and check for

any road closures or construction updates. If you’re driving, consider scenic detours that take you through national

parks or along the coast to enhance the experience.

Accommodation and Rest Stops

Mark hotels, hostels, B&Bs, and campgrounds on the map. Look for rest stops, petrol stations, and food outlets

along your route. Some maps also indicate camping sites with facilities such as showers and toilets.

Activities and Attractions

Overlay layers for hiking trails, beaches, and cultural sites to create a personalized itinerary. Many online maps

allow you to save custom layers, making it easy to share your plan with friends or family.

Safety and Emergency Points

Identify nearby hospitals, police stations, and emergency services. In remote areas, note the location of the nearest

ranger station or visitor centre.



6. Top Resources for Finding a Map of Mid North Coast NSW

Government and Official Tourism Sites

•  NSW Tourism – Offers interactive maps and downloadable PDFs.

•  Geoscience Australia – Provides topographical and geological maps.

•  Australian National Parks – Features detailed park maps with trail information.

Popular Map Platforms

•  Google Maps – Search for “mid north coast NSW” and explore the 3 �D view.

•  Bing Maps – Offers aerial imagery and road details.

•  OpenStreetMap – Community �driven map with editable layers.

Specialised Map Providers

•  Wanderlust Maps – Offers themed maps for hiking, cycling, and road trips.

•  MapArt – Provides detailed topographic and navigation maps.

•  National Geographic – Publishes high �quality maps with cultural and natural information.

Offline Maps for Remote Areas

Download maps to your device using apps like Maps.me or HERE WeGo. These apps allow you to navigate

without an internet connection, which is essential in regions with spotty mobile coverage.

7. Tips for Using Maps Effectively

Read the Legend Carefully

Before you start exploring, familiarize yourself with the symbols and colors used on the map. This will help you

quickly identify roads, trails, water bodies, and points of interest.

Use the Scale to Estimate Distances

Understanding the map’s scale allows you to gauge how far you need to travel between destinations. For example,

a 1:100,000 scale means that 1 centimetre on the map equals 1 kilometre in reality.

Keep a Backup

Whether you’re using a digital or paper map, have a backup plan. A printed
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