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Understanding the Mack Truck Fault Code List: A Comprehensive Guide

Modern Mack trucks are marvels of engineering, designed to haul heavy loads across long distances while 

maintaining fuel efficiency and reliability. Behind every smooth mile traveled lies a sophisticated network of sensors, 

actuators, and control modules that constantly monitor the vehicle’s health. When something goes wrong, these 

systems generate diagnostic trouble codes (DTCs) that help technicians pinpoint the issue quickly and accurately. If 

you’re a truck owner, fleet manager, or mechanic, familiarizing yourself with the Mack truck fault code listis

essential for efficient maintenance and minimizing downtime.

In this article, we’ll dive deep into the world of Mack truck diagnostics. We’ll explore how fault codes work, why

they’re critical to fleet operations, and provide a detailed, easy-to-read list of the most common DTCs found in

Mack trucks. We’ll also walk you through the steps to retrieve, interpret, and resolve these codes using the right

tools and best practices.

Why Mack Truck Fault Codes Matter

Every Mack truck is equipped with an On-Board Diagnostics (OBD) system that continuously scans the engine,

transmission, emissions, and safety systems. When a sensor or component detects an anomaly, a fault code is

logged and often triggers a warning light on the cab’s dashboard. These codes serve several vital functions:

•  Rapid Identification – Instead of guessing which component is failing, a code pinpoints the exact area of 

concern.

•  Preventive Maintenance – Early detection of potential issues can prevent catastrophic failures and costly 

repairs.

•  Compliance – Many regulatory bodies require fleets to maintain detailed diagnostic records to ensure safety 

and emissions standards are met.

•  Cost Savings – By addressing problems early, you avoid expensive labor, parts, and lost miles.

Because Mack trucks are often the backbone of commercial transportation, understanding the fault code list is not

just a technical skill—it’s a business necessity.

Getting Started: Tools and Setup

Before you can read or interpret fault codes, you’ll need the right diagnostic equipment. Here are the essential tools

for working with Mack trucks:

1.  OBD-II Scanner – Most Mack trucks use the ISO 15031-2 standard. A scanner that supports this protocol will 

read engine and transmission codes.

2.  CAN Bus Interface – For more advanced diagnostics, especially on newer models, a CAN bus adapter can 

provide deeper insights into electronic control modules.

3.  Vehicle-Specific Software – Mack’s “Mack Diagnostic Software” (MDS) offers a comprehensive view of all 

system modules and can be accessed via a laptop or tablet.

4.  Service Manual – The Mack service manual provides detailed code descriptions, wiring diagrams, and 

recommended repair procedures.



Once you have the tools, connect the scanner to the vehicle’s diagnostic port (usually located under the driver’s

seat). Power up the truck’s ignition, and the scanner should automatically detect the active modules and any stored

fault codes.

Decoding the Mack Truck Fault Code List

The Mack fault code list is organized by system and follows a standardized format. Each code begins with a letter

that indicates the system, followed by a three-digit number that identifies the specific fault. Below, we’ll break down

the most common categories and provide a curated list of frequently encountered codes.

Engine Control Module (ECM) Codes

Engine-related codes are the most common in the Mack fleet. They relate to combustion, fuel delivery, and

emissions.

•  P0123 – Throttle Position Sensor Circuit High Voltage

•  P0124 – Throttle Position Sensor Circuit Low Voltage

•  P0300 – Random/Multiple Cylinder Misfire Detected

•  P0301 – Cylinder 1 Misfire Detected

•  P0420 – Catalyst System Efficiency Below Threshold (Bank 1)

•  P0430 – Catalyst System Efficiency Below Threshold (Bank 2)

•  P0440 – Evaporative Emission Control System Leak Detected (small leak)

•  P0455 – Evaporative Emission Control System Leak Detected (large leak)

•  P0500 – Vehicle Speed Sensor Malfunction

•  P0600 – Random or Multiple Internal Control Module Fault

Transmission Control Module (TCM) Codes

Transmission faults can cause harsh shifting, slipping, or complete failure.

•  P0700 – Transmission Control System Malfunction

•  P0710 – Input Speed Sensor Circuit Malfunction

•  P0720 – Output Speed Sensor Circuit Malfunction

•  P0730 – Incorrect Gear Ratio

•  P0740 – Torque Converter Clutch Circuit Malfunction

•  P0750 – Shift Solenoid A Circuit Malfunction

•  P0760 – Shift Solenoid B Circuit Malfunction

•  P0770 – Shift Solenoid C Circuit Malfunction

•  P0780 – Shift Solenoid D Circuit Malfunction

•  P0790 – Shift Solenoid E Circuit Malfunction

Emission Control and Exhaust System Codes

These codes are crucial for regulatory compliance and vehicle longevity.

•  P0401 – Exhaust Gas Recirculation (EGR) Flow Insufficient Detected

•  P0402 – EGR System Flow Excess Detected

•  P0403 – EGR Valve Control Circuit Malfunction

•  P0410 – Secondary Air Injection System Malfunction

•  P0411 – Secondary Air Injection System Exhaust Gas Temperature Too High

•  P0412 – Secondary Air Injection System Exhaust Gas Temperature Too Low

•  P0420 – Catalyst Efficiency Below Threshold (Bank 1)

•  P0430 – Catalyst Efficiency Below Threshold (Bank 2)



Fuel System Codes

Fuel system faults can lead to poor performance, high emissions, and engine stalling.

•  P0200 – Fuel Injection System Malfunction

•  P0210 – Fuel Pump Primary Circuit Malfunction

•  P0211 – Fuel Pump Primary Circuit Range/Performance Problem

•  P0212 – Fuel Pump Primary Circuit Low

•  P0213 – Fuel Pump Primary Circuit High

•  P0214 – Fuel Pump Secondary Circuit Malfunction

•  P0215 – Fuel Pump Secondary Circuit Range/Performance Problem

•  P0216 – Fuel Pump Secondary Circuit Low

•  P0217 – Fuel Pump Secondary Circuit High

Brake System Codes

Brake reliability is non-negotiable for safety.

•  P0420 – Brake Pad Wear Sensor Malfunction

•  P0430 – ABS Sensor Malfunction

•  P0440 – Brake Fluid Level Low

•  P0450 – Brake Fluid Leak Detected

•  P0460 – Brake System Pressure Too Low

•  P0470 – Brake System Pressure Too High

Electrical and Sensor Codes

Electrical faults can affect everything from lighting to engine performance.

•  P0505 – Throttle Position Sensor (TPS) Circuit Low

•  P0506 – Throttle Position Sensor (TPS) Circuit High

•  P0510 – Throttle Position Sensor (TPS) Circuit Range/Performance Problem

•  P0511 – Throttle Position Sensor (TPS) Circuit Intermittent

•  P0520 – Intake Air Temperature Sensor Circuit Malfunction

•  P0521 – Intake Air Temperature Sensor Circuit Range/Performance Problem

•  P0522 – Intake Air Temperature Sensor Circuit Low

•  P0523 – Intake Air Temperature Sensor Circuit High

Step-by-Step Troubleshooting Guide

Once you’ve retrieved the fault codes, follow this systematic approach to diagnose and resolve the issue.

Step 1: Verify the Code

Double-check the code on the scanner’s display and cross-reference it with the Mack service manual or an online

database. Some codes can appear similar but refer to different systems.

Step 2: Inspect the Visual and Physical Condition

Check for obvious signs of damage—burnt wiring, loose connections, corroded terminals, or fluid leaks. A quick

visual inspection can often reveal the root cause.

Step 3: Check Sensor Readings

Use the scanner’s live data stream to monitor sensor values. Compare them against manufacturer specifications.

For example, if you see a high throttle position sensor voltage, it may indicate a stuck throttle or a faulty sensor.



Step 4: Perform Component Tests

Run diagnostic tests for the affected component. For instance, a fuel pressure test for a P0210 code or a vacuum

test for a P0123 code. Many OBD scanners provide built-in test functions.

Step 5: Repair or Replace

Once the fault source is confirmed, proceed with the repair—whether it’s tightening a connector, cleaning a sensor,

or replacing a part. Follow the manufacturer’s torque specifications and installation procedures.

Step 6: Clear the Code and Verify

After completing the repair, clear the fault code using the scanner and drive the truck under normal operating

conditions. Re-scan to ensure the code does not reappear. If it does, revisit the steps or consider a deeper system

diagnosis.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

•  Ignoring Warning Lights – A warning light is often the first sign of an issue. Ignoring it can lead to bigger, 

costlier problems.

•  Using Low-Quality Parts – Cheap or counterfeit components can fail prematurely and generate new fault 

codes.

•  Skipping Preventive Maintenance – Regular oil changes, filter replacements, and system checks reduce the 

likelihood of fault code generation.

•  Overlooking Calibration – After replacing a sensor or component, ensure it’s properly calibrated to avoid false 

codes.

•  Not Documenting Repairs – Keeping a detailed log of fault codes, repairs, and parts used helps identify 

recurring problems and improves fleet reliability.

Advanced Diagnostics: Using Mack Diagnostic Software (MDS)

While a standard OBD-II scanner is sufficient for most basic fault codes, the Mack Diagnostic Software offers a

deeper dive into the truck’s electronic architecture. MDS allows technicians to:

•  Access all control modules, including the Powertrain Control Module (PCM), Transmission Control Module 

(TCM), and Auxiliary Power Unit (APU) control.

•  Run advanced diagnostic tests such as sensor calibration, actuator performance, and system integration 

checks.

•  Export diagnostic data for analysis and reporting.

•  Update firmware and calibrations directly on the vehicle.

Using MDS can significantly reduce troubleshooting time and improve diagnostic accuracy, especially on newer

Mack models with complex electronic systems.

Preventive Maintenance Checklist for Mack Trucks

To keep your fleet running smoothly, integrate the following tasks into your regular maintenance
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