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Introduction

For fans of spooky adventures and Nintendo’s charming characters, Luigi’s Mansion: Dark Moonoffers an

engaging blend of puzzle-solving, exploration, and ghostly combat. Released for the Nintendo Switch in 2013, the

game invites players to step into Luigi’s shoes as he ventures into a sprawling mansion filled with haunted

mysteries. Whether you’re a seasoned Luigi enthusiast or a newcomer to the series, this guide will walk you

through every corner of the Dark Moon, from the first creaking floorboards to the final showdown with the titular

Dark Moon. By the end, you’ll be equipped with the strategies, secrets, and insider tips needed to capture every

phantom, solve every puzzle, and emerge victorious.

Overview of Luigi’s Mansion: Dark Moon

Luigi’s Mansion: Dark Moon builds on the foundations laid by its predecessors while adding fresh mechanics that

keep the experience fresh and exciting. The game’s core revolves around Luigi’s trusty Poltergust 7000 vacuum, a

device capable of sucking up ghosts, collecting items, and powering up the mansion’s elaborate systems. The story

follows Luigi as he attempts to rescue his brother Mario, who has been trapped by the Dark Moon—a powerful

entity that has turned the once �luminous mansion into a labyrinth of darkness and dread.

Unlike earlier titles that focused on a single mansion, Dark Moon spans an entire sprawling estate divided into five

distinct chapters, each with its own theme, enemies, and puzzles. The mansion’s layout is richly detailed, featuring

hidden rooms, secret passages, and environmental challenges that test both your observation skills and your

timing. As you progress, you’ll encounter a variety of ghost types—ranging from the playful Boo to the menacing

Dark Moon itself—each requiring different tactics for capture.

The game’s art style, inspired by classic horror films and cartoons, creates an atmosphere that feels both eerie and

whimsical. Coupled with a soundtrack that swells and shrinks in sync with the gameplay, Luigi’s Mansion: Dark

Moon delivers a memorable experience that balances tension with lighthearted humor. Whether you’re chasing a

mischievous Boo or unraveling a complex puzzle, the game’s design encourages curiosity and exploration.

Getting Started: Controls & Gameplay Basics

Controls Overview

Mastering the controls is the first step toward becoming a ghost �capturing pro. On the Nintendo Switch, the primary

actions are mapped to the Joy �Con’s buttons:

•  A button – Trigger the Poltergust’s suction.

•  B button – Release the vacuum or interact with objects.

•  Y button – Toggle the Poltergust’s special modes (e.g., Power �Up, Super �Suction).

•  X button – Switch between items or use the Poltergust’s secondary functions.

•  Left/Right Stick – Aim the Poltergust’s beam.

•  Triggers (L &amp; R) – Adjust the Poltergust’s suction power and speed.

Practice moving around the mansion using the left stick, and get comfortable with the timing of the A button. The



Poltergust’s suction is not instant; you’ll need to aim carefully and press the button at the right moment to

successfully capture a ghost.

Key Items & Power �ups

Throughout the mansion, you’ll find a range of items that enhance your abilities:

•  Power �Up – Temporarily boosts the Poltergust’s suction power, making it easier to capture tougher ghosts.

•  Super �Suction – Increases the vacuum’s range, allowing you to pull in ghosts from a distance.

•  Ghost �Buster – A special item that can trap multiple ghosts at once, useful for clearing crowded areas.

•  Keycards – Unlock doors and secret passages that are otherwise inaccessible.

•  Health Potions – Restore Luigi’s health if you’re injured by a ghost’s attack.

Collecting these items early on can make later chapters significantly easier. Keep an eye out for hidden

compartments and puzzle solutions that reward you with these power �ups.

Ghost Capture Techniques

Using the Poltergust 7000

The Poltergust is the heart of every Luigi adventure. To capture a ghost, aim the vacuum at the target, press the A

button, and hold until the ghost is fully sucked inside. Once captured, you can release the ghost into a nearby

container or use it to solve puzzles. The Poltergust’s design allows for both direct and indirect captures: you can

lure a ghost into a trap or use environmental objects to funnel them into the vacuum’s reach.

Timing and Positioning

Ghosts are often quick and unpredictable. The best strategy involves positioning Luigi in a corner or behind an

obstacle to limit the ghost’s escape routes. Timing is crucial: if you press the A button too early, the ghost will

escape; too late, and you’ll miss the capture window. Many players find that pressing the A button at the exact

moment the ghost’s silhouette aligns with the vacuum’s beam yields the highest success rate.

Special Ghost Types

Not all ghosts behave the same. Here are a few that require special attention:

•  Boo – Small and fast; they can pass through walls. Use the Poltergust’s Power �Up to increase suction.

•  Spooky Specter – A larger ghost that can block your path. You’ll need to use Super �Suction to capture it.

•  Ghost �Buster – These are the most challenging; they can dodge the vacuum. A quick burst of Power �Up 

followed by a steady suction usually does the trick.

•  Dark Moon – The final boss; requires a combination of all power �ups and precise timing.

Understanding each ghost’s behavior helps you plan your capture strategy, whether you’re using direct suction or

setting up environmental traps.

Level Guides & Key Areas

The mansion is divided into five chapters, each presenting unique challenges. Below, we break down each

chapter’s main objectives and provide tips for navigating the area efficiently.

Chapter 1: The Haunted Mansion

In the first chapter, you’ll learn the basics of the Poltergust and the mansion’s layout. Key objectives include:

•  Collecting the first Power �Up to boost your vacuum.



•  Finding the hidden keycard that opens the secret passage to the Library.

•  Capturing the initial set of Boo ghosts to trigger the mansion’s lights.

Tips: Explore every corner and use the flashlight to reveal hidden passages. The mansion’s lighting is essential for

spotting Boo ghosts that blend into the darkness.

Chapter 2: The Cursed Library

The Library is filled with books, scrolls, and puzzles. Your main tasks here are:

•  Solving the “Book Arrangement” puzzle to unlock the hidden library room.

•  Capturing the Spooky Specter that guards the ancient tome.

•  Collecting the Super �Suction power �up located behind the library’s secret door.

Tip: The library’s floor is lined with pressure plates. Move the books carefully to avoid triggering the ghost traps.

Chapter 3: The Enchanted Garden

The Garden introduces environmental puzzles involving water and light. Objectives include:

•  Using water to illuminate hidden pathways.

•  Capturing the Ghost �Buster that appears when you step on the lily pads.

•  Unlocking the garden’s central fountain to reveal a keycard.

Tip: Use the Poltergust’s suction to lift floating lily pads and create a path to the fountain.

Chapter 4: The Forbidden Tower

The Tower is a vertical challenge, requiring you to navigate multiple floors. Key tasks are:

•  Climbing the spiral staircase while avoiding the Tower’s resident ghosts.
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