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Introduction

When you think of Hong Kong, images of skyscrapers, bustling markets, and the iconic Victoria Harbour come to 

mind. Yet, behind every thriving metropolis lies a network of logistics that keeps the city humming. One often 

overlooked yet essential element of that network is the postal code system. For residents, businesses, and visitors 

alike, knowing the kwun tong hong kong zip codecan streamline communication, ensure timely deliveries, and

even aid in navigation.

This article delves deep into the postal landscape of Hong Kong with a special focus on Kwun Tong, one of the

city’s most dynamic districts. From the historical evolution of Hong Kong’s postal codes to practical tips for mailing

and addressing, we’ll cover everything you need to know. Whether you’re a local entrepreneur, a traveler planning a

trip, or simply curious about how postal codes work in one of Asia’s most vibrant cities, this guide is tailored for you.

Understanding Hong Kong's Postal System

History of Postal Codes in Hong Kong

Unlike many countries that rely heavily on postal codes to route mail, Hong Kong has a unique relationship with its

postal system. The postal service was introduced during British colonial rule in the 19th century, and the first postal

codes appeared in the 1970s to accommodate the growing volume of mail. However, the system was never fully

integrated into everyday use. Instead, the postal code “999” (or sometimes “99999”) has served as a blanket

identifier for the entire territory.

Over the years, the Hong Kong Post Office has experimented with a more granular system, assigning specific

five �digit codes to districts, post offices, and even individual buildings. Yet, due to the city’s compact size, the

widespread use of a single code has remained the norm. As a result, most local addresses do not include a postal

code, and the postal service can reliably deliver mail based on the street name and building number alone.

Structure of the Hong Kong Postal Code

For those who do need a postal code—especially for international shipping or large corporate addresses—the

official format is a five �digit number. The first three digits represent the region, while the last two can denote specific

post offices or delivery zones. For example:

•  999 – General Hong Kong

•  99999 – Entire territory (used by some international carriers)

•  99901 – Central &amp; Western District

•  99902 – Wan Chai District

In practice, many addresses simply use “HK” or omit the code entirely. However, when you need a definitive

reference for a specific district, the five �digit system provides clarity.

Kwun Tong District Overview

Geography and Location



Kwun Tong is situated on the eastern side of Kowloon Peninsula, bordered by the Tolo Harbour to the north and the

Kowloon Bay to the south. It spans an area of approximately 5.6 square kilometers, making it one of the more

densely populated districts in Hong Kong. Its strategic location has earned it the nickname “the heart of industrial

Hong Kong,” a reputation it has earned since the mid �20th century.

Historical Development

The district’s name, “Kwun Tong,” translates to “Blue Bay” in Cantonese, a nod to its coastal origins. Initially a

fishing village, Kwun Tong transformed dramatically during the 1950s and 1960s as the city’s industrial boom took

hold. Factories, warehouses, and manufacturing plants sprouted across the district, turning it into a bustling

economic hub. In recent years, the area has undergone a wave of redevelopment, with old factories being

converted into loft apartments, art studios, and modern office spaces.

Demographics and Culture

Kwun Tong is home to a diverse population of over 250,000 residents. The district’s demographic profile reflects a

mix of working �class families, young professionals, and expatriates attracted by its affordable housing and proximity

to the city center. Cultural life in Kwun Tong is vibrant, with community centers, local markets, and annual festivals

celebrating both traditional Cantonese customs and modern urban culture.

The Kwun Tong Hong Kong Zip Code

Official Postal Code for Kwun Tong

While the entire Hong Kong region shares the general postal code “999,” specific districts can be identified using a 

five �digit format. For Kwun Tong, the most commonly referenced postal code is 99903. This code is used by the

Hong Kong Post Office for sorting and delivery within the district. However, many local businesses and residents

still use the general “999” code, as the postal service’s routing system is highly efficient without it.

For international shipments, you may also encounter the code “99999” when sending mail to Hong Kong. This

five �digit code is recognized by global carriers such as DHL, FedEx, and UPS, and it ensures that the package is

routed to the Hong Kong post office before being dispatched to the final destination.

Using the Zip Code in Mail Delivery

When addressing mail in Kwun Tong, the format typically follows:

1.  Recipient’s name

2.  Building name (if applicable) or street address

3.  District name (Kwun Tong)

4.  Postal code (99903 or 999)

5.  Hong Kong

Example:

John Doe<br>

Unit 5B, The Skyline<br>

123 Kwun Tong Road<br>

Kwun Tong, 99903<br>

Hong Kong

Including the district name and postal code helps local postal workers confirm the correct delivery area, especially

in high �density areas where street names may be similar.



Common Mistakes and Tips

•  Omitting the Postal Code – While many local deliveries succeed without a code, international shipments often 

require the five �digit format.

•  Using the Wrong Code – Confusing “99903” with “99901” can result in delayed delivery.

•  Capitalization Errors – Ensure “Kwun Tong” is spelled correctly; the district’s name is case �sensitive in some 

postal systems.

•  Incorrect Unit Numbers – In multi �unit buildings, always include the unit or apartment number to avoid 

misdelivery.

Mailing in Hong Kong: Practical Guidance

Address Format

Hong Kong’s address format is unique in that the street name precedes the building name, and the building name

follows the street address. The postal code is optional but recommended for international shipments. Here’s a

standard format:

1.  Recipient’s name

2.  Building name (optional)

3.  Street address (number + street name)

4.  District name

5.  Postal code (optional)

6.  Hong Kong

International Mail

For international shipments, always include the country code “HK” or “Hong Kong” on the last line. Additionally,

provide the full five �digit postal code to ensure accurate routing by the carrier. If you’re sending a package to a

specific building in Kwun Tong, consider adding the building’s name or a landmark to help local postal workers

locate the address quickly.

Business and eCommerce

Large businesses and eCommerce platforms often use dedicated post office boxes (P.O. boxes) to handle high 

volumes of mail. In Kwun Tong, the Kwun Tong Post Office  offers P.O. boxes ranging from 1 to 50 units
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