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The Kaufman Test of Educational Achievement Second Edition (KTEA-II): A 
Comprehensive Guide

Standardized assessments are a cornerstone of modern education, offering educators, psychologists, and

researchers reliable data to make informed decisions about instruction, intervention, and policy. Among the most

widely used tools for measuring academic skills in children and adolescents is the Kaufman Test of Educational

Achievement, Second Edition (KTEA-II). Developed by David B. Kaufman and published by Pearson, the KTEA-II

provides a nuanced view of a student’s reading, math, and written language abilities, making it an indispensable

resource in both classroom and clinical settings.

In this article we will dive deep into the KTEA-II, exploring its history, structure, administration, scoring, and

practical applications. Whether you are a school psychologist, special education teacher, or a parent looking to

understand your child’s academic profile, this guide will equip you with the knowledge needed to interpret and

utilize KTEA-II results effectively.

1. The Evolution of the Kaufman Test of Educational Achievement

1.1 From the Original to the Second Edition

The original Kaufman Test of Educational Achievement was first published in the early 1990s, reflecting a growing

demand for a comprehensive yet practical assessment of elementary and middle school students. Over the years,

educational standards evolved, and the test underwent several revisions to align with new curricula and research

findings. The Second Edition, released in 2015, represents a significant leap forward in both content and

psychometric rigor.

1.2 Why the KTEA-II Matters

The KTEA-II is not merely a battery of subtests; it is a diagnostic tool that captures the complexity of learning

processes. Its design is grounded in contemporary theories of reading, mathematics, and written expression,

providing educators with actionable insights. The test’s broad age range—covering students from kindergarten

through 12th grade—makes it versatile for diverse educational settings.

2. Structure and Content of the KTEA-II

2.1 Core Subtests

The KTEA-II is organized into three primary domains:

•  Reading – assesses word reading, reading comprehension, and reading fluency.

•  Mathematics – measures math facts, problem solving, and quantitative reasoning.

•  Written Language – evaluates writing skills, including spelling, grammar, and composition.

Each domain is further broken down into subtests that target specific skill sets. For example, the Reading domain

includes subtests such as Word Reading, Reading Comprehension, and Reading Fluency, each designed to isolate



distinct components of literacy.

2.2 Optional Subtests and Supplemental Assessments

In addition to the core subtests, the KTEA-II offers optional modules that can be administered based on the needs

of the individual student. These include:

•  Oral Language – evaluates listening comprehension and expressive language skills.

•  Reading Fluency (Advanced) – for older students, providing a deeper look into reading speed and accuracy.

These supplemental assessments allow for a more comprehensive profile, especially useful in cases where

students display atypical learning patterns.

2.3 Scoring and Indexes

The KTEA-II generates a set of standardized scores, each accompanied by a percentile rank and a standard error

of measurement (SEM). Scores are reported on a scale with a mean of 100 and a standard deviation of 15. The

test includes:

•  Composite Index – a general indicator of overall academic achievement.

•  Domain Indexes – separate scores for Reading, Mathematics, and Written Language.

•  Subtest Scores – detailed metrics for each specific skill area.

These scores can be used to identify strengths, weaknesses, and potential learning disabilities.

3. Administration Guidelines

3.1 Test Administration Settings

Proper administration is critical to obtaining valid results. The KTEA-II can be administered individually or in small

groups, depending on the setting and purpose. For diagnostic purposes, a one-on-one setting is recommended to

minimize distractions and to tailor pacing to the student’s needs.

3.2 Timing and Scheduling

Each subtest has a recommended time limit. For example, the Reading Comprehension subtest typically requires

10–12 minutes, while the Mathematics Problem Solving subtest may take up to 15 minutes. The entire battery can

be completed in approximately 45 minutes to an hour, allowing for breaks as needed to maintain student focus.

3.3 Materials and Preparation

Before administering the KTEA-II, ensure you have the following:

•  Completed test booklets for the relevant subtests.

•  Score sheets and the official scoring manual.

•  Comfortable testing environment (quiet, well-lit, minimal interruptions).

•  Timer or stopwatch to track subtest durations.

It is essential to familiarize yourself with the test instructions and sample items prior to assessment to ensure

smooth delivery.

4. Norms, Reliability, and Validity

4.1 Standardization Sample

The KTEA-II was standardized on a large, nationally representative sample of over 2,400 students aged 5 to 18.

The sample reflected diverse socioeconomic, racial, and ethnic backgrounds, ensuring the test’s applicability



across different populations.

4.2 Reliability Coefficients

Reliability is a measure of consistency in test results. The KTEA-II boasts high reliability across its domains:

•  Reading – .94

•  Mathematics – .92

•  Written Language – .93

These coefficients indicate strong internal consistency, meaning that the subtests reliably measure the intended

constructs.

4.3 Validity Evidence

Validity refers to how well a test measures what it claims to measure. The KTEA-II demonstrates:

•  Content Validity – alignment with current state and national academic standards.

•  Construct Validity – strong correlations with other established achievement tests.

•  Criterion-Related Validity – predictive power for future academic performance.

These validity indicators support the use of the KTEA-II as a trustworthy assessment tool.

5. Practical Applications in Educational Settings

5.1 Diagnostic Assessment for Learning Disabilities

One of the primary uses of the KTEA-II is to identify students who may benefit from specialized interventions. By

comparing a student’s scores across domains, educators can detect significant discrepancies that might indicate a

learning disability. For instance, a student scoring high in Reading but low in Mathematics may benefit from

targeted math interventions.

5.2 Progress Monitoring and Instructional Planning

Teachers can administer the KTEA-II at the beginning and end of a school year to gauge academic growth. The

detailed subtest scores provide actionable data for instructional planning. A decline in Reading Fluency scores

could prompt the teacher to incorporate more phonics instruction into the curriculum.

5.3 Research and Program Evaluation

Researchers studying educational interventions often use the KTEA-II as an outcome measure. Its robust

psychometric properties and comprehensive coverage of academic domains make it ideal for evaluating program

effectiveness and informing policy decisions.

6. Interpreting KTEA-II Results

6.1 Understanding Standard Scores and Percentiles

Standard scores are expressed on a scale where 100 is the average. Scores above 115 indicate superior

performance, while scores below 85 suggest below-average achievement. Percentile ranks provide a relative

standing among peers; a score in the 75th percentile means the student performed better than 75% of the

normative sample.

6.2 Identifying Strengths and Weaknesses

By comparing domain scores, you can pinpoint specific areas of need. For example, a student with a Reading

Composite Index of 112 but a Mathematics Composite Index of 78 signals a significant gap that requires targeted



intervention.

6.3 Reporting Results

Effective reporting includes a concise summary of findings, actionable recommendations, and a clear explanation

of the implications for instruction. Use plain language and avoid excessive jargon to ensure that parents and

educators can easily understand the results.

7. Advantages and Limitations of the KTEA-II

7.1 Strengths

•  Comprehensive coverage of key academic domains.

•  Strong psychometric properties (high reliability and validity).

•  Flexible administration (individual or group settings).

•  Updated to reflect current educational standards.

7.2 Limitations

•  Time-intensive for full battery administration.

•  May not capture all aspects of language learning in diverse linguistic contexts.

•  Requires trained professionals for accurate interpretation.

8. Preparing for the KTEA-II

8.1 Study Tips for Students

Students who are being assessed can benefit from a brief review of key concepts:

•  Practice reading passages aloud to build fluency.

•  Solve math word problems to strengthen problem-solving skills.

•  Write short essays focusing on organization and grammar.

These activities can help students feel more comfortable during the assessment.

8.2 Resources for Educators

Educators can access the official KTEA-II scoring manual, which includes detailed instructions and interpretation

guidelines. Additionally, Pearson offers webinars and training sessions for test administrators.

9. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1.  Can the KTEA-II be used for students with English as an additional language? Yes, but additional language 

proficiency assessments may be needed to contextualize results.

2.  How often should the KTEA-II be administered? Typically once per academic year, but it can be repeated as 

needed for progress monitoring.

3.  Is the KTEA-II suitable for students with severe cognitive impairments? The test is designed for students with 

typical cognitive development; alternative assessments may be more appropriate for severe impairments.

4.  What is the cost of administering the KTEA-II? Pricing varies by region and the number of test forms; contact 

Pearson for detailed information.

10. Conclusion

The Kaufman Test of Educational Achievement Second Edition (KTEA-II) stands as a gold standard in academic

assessment, offering a nuanced, evidence-based profile
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