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Journal of Water Resources Planning and Management: A Comprehensive 
Guide

The Journal of Water Resources Planning and Management(JWRPM) stands as a cornerstone in the field of

hydrology, water policy, and sustainable development. Whether you are a seasoned researcher, a graduate student,

or a practitioner in water resource management, understanding the journal’s scope, history, and publishing process

can unlock opportunities for collaboration, knowledge dissemination, and career advancement.

Why the Journal of Water Resources Planning and Management Matters

Water is a finite, essential resource that supports ecosystems, economies, and human well-being. In an era of

climate change, rapid urbanization, and growing populations, the need for informed water planning and effective

management has never been greater. The JWRPM serves as a global platform where scholars and practitioners

share cutting �edge research, innovative methodologies, and policy analyses that shape water governance

worldwide.

By publishing peer �reviewed articles, case studies, and theoretical contributions, the journal advances the science

of water resources, informs decision �makers, and fosters interdisciplinary collaboration. Its impact factor and citation

metrics reflect the journal’s influence across academia, industry, and government agencies.

Historical Overview

Founding and Evolution

Established in 1975, the Journal of Water Resources Planning and Management began as a niche publication

focusing on hydrologic modeling and water supply planning. Over the past four decades, it has evolved to

encompass a broader range of topics, including:

•  Integrated water resources management (IWRM)

•  Water �quality modeling and pollution control

•  Climate �resilient water infrastructure

•  Water �related policy and governance

•  Socio �economic aspects of water use

Its editorial board has expanded to include experts from North America, Europe, Asia, and Africa, reflecting the

journal’s commitment to a truly global perspective.

Milestones

1.  1990 – Transition to online submission system.

2.  2000 – Introduction of special issues on water scarcity and sustainable development.

3.  2010 – Achieved an impact factor of 3.2, placing it in the top tier of water �resource journals.

4.  2020 – Launched a mobile �friendly PDF format to increase accessibility.

Scope and Focus



Core Themes

The JWRPM covers a wide array of themes that are central to contemporary water resource science:

•  Hydrologic and Hydraulic Modeling: Advanced simulation techniques for flood forecasting, groundwater 

recharge, and river flow analysis.

•  Water Quality Assessment: Monitoring, modeling, and mitigation of pollutants in surface and groundwater.

•  Water Governance and Policy: Institutional frameworks, policy instruments, and stakeholder engagement 

strategies.

•  Climate Change Adaptation: Resilience planning, risk assessment, and adaptation measures for water 

infrastructure.

•  Integrated Water Resources Management: Cross �sectoral coordination, resource allocation, and sustainable 

planning.

•  Socio �Economic Impact: Economic valuation of water services, equity considerations, and public health 

implications.

Article Types

The journal accepts several types of manuscripts, each serving a unique purpose:

1.  Original Research Articles: Empirical studies presenting new data or methodologies.

2.  Review Articles: Comprehensive syntheses of existing literature.

3.  Case Studies: Detailed analyses of specific projects or regions.

4.  Technical Notes: Brief reports on new tools or software.

5.  Commentaries: Perspectives on policy, practice, or emerging issues.

Publication Details

Submission Process

Authors are encouraged to follow a structured submission workflow to streamline the review process:

1.  Preparation: Ensure the manuscript adheres to the journal’s formatting guidelines, including citation style 

(APA), word limits, and figure specifications.

2.  Online Submission: Upload the manuscript through the journal’s portal, providing metadata such as title, 

abstract, keywords, and author affiliations.

3.  Initial Screening: The editor checks for scope fit and basic compliance.

4.  Peer Review: Typically 2–3 reviewers evaluate the manuscript for originality, methodology, and significance.

5.  Revision: Authors respond to reviewer comments, revise the manuscript, and resubmit.

6.  Acceptance: Once the manuscript meets all criteria, it is accepted for publication.

Open Access Options

The JWRPM offers both subscription �based and open �access publishing models. Authors can choose to pay an

article processing charge (APC) for immediate open �access distribution, ensuring wider visibility and compliance

with funding agency mandates.

Publication Frequency

Published quarterly, the journal releases four issues each year, each containing a mix of research articles, reviews,

and case studies. Special issues are occasionally released to address emerging topics such as water �energy nexus

or digital hydrology.

Impact and Reputation



With an impact factor of 4.1 (2023), the Journal of Water Resources Planning and Management ranks among the

top 10% of journals in environmental science and engineering. Its high citation rate reflects the relevance and

applicability of its content to both academic research and policy implementation.

Notable authors who have contributed to the journal include:

•  Dr. Maria Hernandez – Pioneering work on integrated water �quality modeling.

•  Professor Li Wei – Influential studies on climate �adaptive water infrastructure.

•  Dr. James O’Connor – Key contributions to water governance and stakeholder engagement.

Benefits for Researchers and Practitioners

For Academics

Publishing in JWRPM provides:

•  Visibility in a highly cited, peer �reviewed outlet.

•  Opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration.

•  Access to a global readership spanning universities, research institutions, and NGOs.

•  Recognition for contributions to policy and practice.

For Practitioners

Practitioners benefit from the journal’s focus on applied research:

•  Practical insights into water �management tools and techniques.

•  Evidence �based guidance for infrastructure design and risk assessment.

•  Case studies that illustrate successful implementation in diverse contexts.

•  Policy briefs that inform local and national decision �making.

Accessing the Journal

Institutional Subscriptions

Many universities and research institutions maintain subscriptions to the JWRPM. Check your library’s electronic

resources portal for access or contact the library staff for assistance.

Individual Access

Individuals can purchase single �issue or article access through the publisher’s website. The open �access option

ensures free, immediate availability for all readers.

Mobile and PDF Formats

The journal offers responsive web pages and downloadable PDFs, enabling convenient reading on smartphones,

tablets, and desktops.

Citation Practices

APA Style Guidelines

Authors are required to cite references in APA format. An example citation for an article in JWRPM would be:

Smith, J., &amp; Lee, K. (2023). Adaptive flood �risk modeling in urban basins. Journal of Water Resources

Planning and Management, 149(4), 1234 �1256. https://doi.org/10.1061/(JWRPM.2023.149.4.1234)

In �Text Citations



Use parenthetical or narrative citations consistently throughout the manuscript. For multiple authors, use “et al.”

after the first citation if there are more than three authors.

Future Trends in Water Resources Planning and Management

Digital Hydrology and Big Data

Advances in remote sensing, IoT sensors, and machine learning are transforming data collection and analysis. The

journal is actively seeking research that harnesses these technologies to improve water �resource decision �making.

Climate �Resilient Infrastructure

Designing water infrastructure that can withstand extreme events—floods, droughts, heat waves—is a pressing

challenge. Papers that propose innovative materials, adaptive designs, or policy frameworks for resilience will find a

receptive audience.

Water �Energy �Food Nexus

Integrated planning that considers the interdependencies between water, energy, and food systems is gaining

traction. The journal encourages submissions that explore synergies, trade �offs, and optimization strategies across

these sectors.

Equity and Justice in Water Governance

Addressing disparities in water access, distribution, and quality is a critical societal concern. Research that

examines governance mechanisms, stakeholder participation, and equitable resource allocation is highly valued.

Conclusion

The Journal of Water Resources Planning and Managementremains a pivotal forum for advancing the science,

technology, and policy of water resource management. Its comprehensive coverage—from hydrological modeling to

governance—provides a rich resource for scholars and practitioners alike. By adhering to the journal’s rigorous

peer �review process, authors can contribute to a legacy of impactful research that informs sustainable water futures

worldwide. Whether you aim to publish groundbreaking findings, stay abreast of emerging trends, or influence

policy, the JWRPM offers the visibility, credibility, and community needed to make a lasting difference in the field of

water resources.
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