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Jackie Robinson Baseball Career Stats: A Deep Dive Into the Trailblazer’s
Legacy

When you think of the most transformative figures in American sports, Jackie Robinson’s name inevitably tops the
list. His 1947 debut with the Brooklyn Dodgers shattered the color barrier, but his statistical footprint on the field is
equally monumental. In this article, we explore the numbers that defined Robinson’s career, contextualize them
within the era he played, and examine why his stats still resonate with baseball enthusiasts and historians today.

Early Life and Path to the Majors

Born on January 31, 1919, in Cairo, Georgia, Jackie Robinson grew up in a world of segregation and limited
opportunities for African Americans. Yet, his athletic talents blossomed early—excelling in baseball, basketball, and
track at UCLA. After a stint in the U.S. Army and a brief professional basketball career, Robinson was drafted by the
Brooklyn Dodgers in 1945. The Dodgers’ then-general manager, Branch Rickey, saw Robinson not just as a player
but as a symbol of change.

Minor League Formative Years

Robinson’s minor league journey was a testament to his resilience. He played for the Montreal Royals (1946-1947)
and the Montreal Royals, where he posted a .351 batting average, 27 home runs, and 117 RBIs in 1947. These
numbers were impressive for the era and set the stage for his historic MLB debut on April 15, 1947.

MLB Debut and Rookie Season

Robinson’s first day in the majors was nothing short of legendary. Facing the Boston Braves, he recorded a hit and
a walk, finishing the game with a 1-1 record and a 2.68 ERA. His rookie season stats—.316 batting average, 29
home runs, 123 RBIs, 31 stolen bases, and 13 shutouts—earned him the National League Rookie of the Year
award and a place in the Baseball Hall of Fame.

Statistical Highlights of 1947

e Batting average: .316

* Home runs: 29

RBIs: 123

e Stolen bases: 31

¢ Wins: 31 (as a pitcher)

e Earned run average (ERA): 2.66

Career Overview: 1947-1956

Jackie Robinson’s decade-long career with the Dodgers (1947-1956) was defined by consistent performance,
versatility, and leadership. He played primarily as a second baseman but also contributed as a pitcher, outfielder,
and first baseman when needed. Below, we break down his career stats by category.

Batting Statistics



Robinson’s career batting line reads: .311 average, 59 home runs, 1,017 RBIs, 200 stolen bases, and 1,441 hits.
These numbers are remarkable not only for their raw totals but for the context of the era—he faced pitchers who
were often white, and the league was still adjusting to integrated play.

e Hits: 1,441

* Batting average: .311

¢ On-base percentage (OBP): .384
¢ Slugging percentage (SLG): .503
e OPS (On-base + Slugging): .887
e Home runs: 59

¢ Runs batted in (RBIs): 1,017

e Stolen bases: 200

¢ Runs scored: 1,029

Pitching Highlights
While Robinson is best known as a position player, his early career included a brief but impactful stint as a pitcher.
He compiled a 31-28 win—loss record with a 2.66 ERA over 1947-1948.

e Wins: 31

e Losses: 28

* ERA:2.66

e Strikeouts: 170

* Innings pitched: 457

Fielding Metrics
Robinson’s defensive prowess was as noteworthy as his offensive production. He maintained a career fielding

percentage of .975 at second base, a .970 percentage at first base, and a .995 percentage as a pitcher. His range
factor and double-play participation cemented his reputation as a reliable fielder.

All-Star Appearances and Awards

Jackie Robinson was selected to the National League All-Star team six times (1949-1952, 1954-1955). He also
earned the National League MVP award in 1949, a rare honor for a second baseman. In addition to these
accolades, Robinson was a key contributor to the Dodgers’ World Series championships in 1955 and 1956.

World Series Performance

Robinson’s World Series stats are a testament to his clutch play. In the 1955 Series, he batted .300 with 2 home
runs and 8 RBIs. The 1956 Series saw him go 5-for-13 with a double and a run scored, helping the Dodgers secure
back-to-back titles.

e Batting average: .300 (1955), .385 (1956)
¢ Home runs: 2 (1955)

* RBIs: 8 (1955)

¢ Runs scored: 5 (1956)

Legacy and Impact Beyond Numbers

While the statistics above highlight Robinson’s on-field excellence, his true legacy extends far beyond the box
score. He broke racial barriers, paved the way for future generations, and used his platform to advocate for civil



rights. The integration of Major League Baseball was a cultural watershed, and Robinson’s courage and
perseverance were instrumental in that historic shift.

Hall of Fame Induction

Jackie Robinson was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame in 1962, the year following his death. His
plague reads, “He was the first to break the color barrier, and his courage and talent earned him a place in baseball
history.”

Statistical Comparisons with Modern Players

When comparing Robinson’s stats to modern players, it's essential to consider changes in the game—equipment,
training, pitching quality, and league expansion. Nonetheless, Robinson’s .311 batting average and 200 stolen
bases rank him among the elite all-time. His 1,017 RBIs place him in the top 50 all-time for second basemen.

Key Takeaways From Jackie Robinson Baseball Career Stats

Robinson’s career batting average of .311 remains impressive across a decade of play.

His 59 career home runs and 200 stolen bases highlight his power and speed.

Robinson’s pitching record of 31-28 with a 2.66 ERA shows versatility rarely seen in modern players.
His All-Star selections and MVP award underscore his status as a premier player of his era.
Robinson’s statistical achievements are inseparable from his cultural impact and legacy.
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Conclusion

Jackie Robinson’s baseball career stats are a window into a player who excelled on the field while simultaneously
redefining the possibilities for athletes of all backgrounds. His numbers—batting, pitching, fielding—are remarkable,
but the true measure of his greatness lies in his courage, leadership, and the doors he opened for future
generations. As we celebrate his legacy, we continue to draw inspiration from both his statistical achievements and
his unwavering commitment to justice and equality.
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