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Introduction

For independent musicians, labels, and distributors, getting your music onto Apple’s massive streaming and

purchase platform can feel like navigating a labyrinth. iTunes Producer, Apple’s official distribution tool, bridges the

gap between your creative output and the global audience that listens on iTunes, Apple Music, and the App Store.

This comprehensive user guide will walk you through every step—from creating an account and meeting system

requirements to mastering metadata, uploading releases, and monitoring performance. Whether you’re a seasoned

producer or a first �time distributor, the insights below will help you streamline the process, avoid common pitfalls,

and maximize the reach of your music.

1. Understanding iTunes Producer

1.1 What Is iTunes Producer?

iTunes Producer is Apple’s dedicated desktop application designed to submit, manage, and track music and audio

content for distribution across iTunes, Apple Music, and the App Store. Unlike generic file �upload portals, the app

enforces strict quality and metadata standards, ensuring that every track meets Apple’s technical specifications and

licensing requirements.

1.2 Why Use iTunes Producer?

Apple’s platform reaches millions of users worldwide. By using iTunes Producer, you gain access to:

•  Comprehensive Distribution: Release singles, EPs, albums, podcasts, and even video content.

•  Revenue Transparency: Detailed royalty statements and sales analytics.

•  Controlled Release Scheduling: Set exact release dates and times.

•  Robust Metadata Management: Ensure your tracks appear correctly in search results and playlists.

•  Security and Compliance: Built �in checks for copyright, licensing, and content restrictions.

These capabilities make iTunes Producer an indispensable tool for anyone serious about professional distribution.

2. System Requirements & Installation

2.1 Minimum Hardware Specifications

iTunes Producer runs on macOS and Windows. Before downloading, confirm your system meets the following:

•  macOS: macOS 10.13 (High Sierra) or later.

•  Windows: Windows 10 (64 �bit) or later.

•  Processor: Intel Core i5 or equivalent.

•  RAM: 4 /GB minimum; 8 /GB recommended.

•  Hard Drive: At least 500 /MB of free space for the installer, plus additional space for your audio files.

2.2 Software Dependencies

Ensure you have the latest version of the following:

•  Apple iTunes (for macOS) or iTunes for Windows.



•  Microsoft .NET Framework 4.5 or higher (Windows only).

2.3 Downloading and Installing iTunes Producer

1.  Navigate to the iTunes Producer download page.

2.  Select the appropriate installer for your operating system.

3.  Run the installer and follow the on �screen prompts.

4.  Once installed, launch the application and sign in with your Apple ID.

After installation, you’ll see a dashboard that lists your current projects and offers quick access to new uploads.

3. Account Setup & Permissions

3.1 Creating an Apple ID (If Needed)

iTunes Producer requires an Apple ID that has been verified for the Music Business Center. If you don’t have one:

1.  Visit appleid.apple.com and click “Create Your Apple ID.”

2.  Fill in the required personal or business information.

3.  Verify your email address by clicking the link sent to your inbox.

3.2 Registering for the Music Business Center

To access distribution features, you must register through the Music Business Center (MBC). This portal handles

licensing, royalty collection, and account management.

•  Go to Music Business Center.

•  Choose the “Register” option and select “Distributor” or “Artist,” depending on your role.

•  Complete the application, providing tax information and banking details for royalty payments.

•  After approval, your Apple ID will be linked to your MBC account, enabling iTunes Producer usage.

3.3 Managing Permissions

If you work with collaborators, you can add them as team members:

1.  Open iTunes Producer and select “Account” from the top menu.

2.  Choose “Manage Users” and add the email addresses of your collaborators.

3.  Assign roles such as “Editor” or “Viewer” to control access levels.

Proper permission management ensures that only authorized personnel can upload or modify releases.

4. Navigating the iTunes Producer Dashboard

4.1 Dashboard Overview

Upon logging in, you’ll see a clean interface divided into three main sections:

•  Projects: Lists all your active and completed releases.

•  Metadata Editor: Where you input track titles, ISRC codes, and other details.

•  Upload Queue: Shows the status of your current submissions.

4.2 Creating a New Release

Start by clicking the “New Release” button:

1.  Choose the type of release (Single, Album, EP, Podcast).

2.  Select the target platform (iTunes, Apple Music, or both).

3.  Enter basic information such as release title and release date.



4.  Save the project; you’ll then be directed to the metadata editor.

4.3 Managing Existing Projects

To edit or review a past release:

1.  Locate the project in the Projects list.

2.  Click “Edit” to update metadata or track listings.

3.  Use the “Re �Upload” feature if you need to replace audio files.

All changes will undergo the same validation checks before being resubmitted.

5. Preparing Your Audio Files

5.1 File Format & Encoding

Apple requires high �quality audio files in the following formats:

•  Apple Lossless (ALAC) – 16 �bit, 44.1 /kHz or 24 �bit, 48 /kHz.

•  WAV – 16 �bit, 44.1 /kHz.

•  MP3 – 320 /kbps (if no lossless available).

Always use a single, uncompressed track per file; avoid multi �channel mixes unless you’re distributing for home

theater systems.

5.2 Naming Conventions

Consistent file naming helps prevent upload errors:

1.  Use the format: TrackNumber_TrackTitle.extension (e.g., 01_Intro.wav).

2.  Avoid spaces, special characters, or non �ASCII symbols.

3.  Keep file names under 30 characters to avoid truncation.

5.3 Mastering & Loudness Standards

Apple’s guidelines recommend a target loudness of –14 LUFS for streaming. Use a loudness meter to ensure

compliance. Excessive compression can degrade the listening experience and may result in rejection.

5.4 Cover Art Requirements

Cover art must meet the following specifications:

•  Dimensions: 3000 /× /3000 /px (minimum 1400 /× /1400 /px).

•  File format: JPEG or PNG.

•  File size: Under 10 /MB.

•  Color profile: sRGB.

•  No text, logos, or watermarks that obscure the main image.

High �resolution images ensure your release looks sharp across all Apple devices.

6. Metadata Entry & Validation

6.1 Core Metadata Fields

Accurate metadata is essential for discoverability. Key fields include:

•  Title

•  Artist / Group

•  Album / Release Title



•  Track Number

•  ISRC (International Standard Recording Code)

•  Genre

•  Release Date

•  Copyright Information

6.2 Advanced Metadata Options

For deeper cataloging, use:

•  Composer – Credits for songwriting.

•  Producer – Credits for production roles.

•  Label – Your record label’s name.

•  ISWC (International Standard Musical Work Code) – For songwriting rights.

•  Track Credits – Detailed roles for each track.

6.3 Validating Metadata

After filling in all fields, click “Validate.” The app checks for:

•  Missing mandatory fields.

•  Incorrect ISRC formats.

•  Duplicate track titles.

•  Inconsistent genre tags.

Resolved errors must be corrected before proceeding to upload.

7. Uploading Your Release

7.1 Adding Audio Files to the Project

Drag and drop each track into the designated area, or use the “Add Files” button. The app will automatically assign

track numbers based on the file name sequence.

7.2 Selecting Distribution Territories

Choose where your release will be available. Apple allows you to exclude specific countries or regions. For global

reach, select “All Territories.”

7.3 Setting Pricing & Availability

For iTunes purchases, set a price tier (e.g., $0.99, $1.29). Apple’s default tiers range from $0.99 to $9.99. For

streaming on Apple Music, pricing is handled automatically.

7.4 Final Review & Submission

Before submitting:

1.  Double �check all metadata and file integrity.

2.  Run a final validation.

3.  Click “Submit for Review.”

Your release enters the review queue. Apple typically processes submissions within 48–72 hours, though complex

releases may take longer.

8. Monitoring Review Status & Resolving Issues



8.1 Tracking Submission Progress

The Upload
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