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Is There Math on the LSAT? A Complete Guide to the Numbers in Your Law
School Exam

When students prepare for the Law School Admission Test (LSAT), one question that often pops up is, “Is there
math on the LSAT?” The answer is a little more nuanced than a simple yes or no. While the LSAT does not
contain traditional arithmetic or algebra questions, it does test mathematical reasoning in several subtle ways.
Understanding where numbers appear and how to tackle them can give you a competitive edge and reduce test day
anxiety.

In this article we will break down the LSAT’s structure, spotlight the sections that involve quantitative thinking, and
provide practical strategies for mastering math on the LSAT. Whether youre a high school senior, a
community college student, or a graduate looking to transition into law, this guide will equip you with the knowledge
and tools you need.

What the LSAT Looks Like Today

The LSAT is a standardized test that evaluates skills critical for success in law school. It is administered by the Law
School Admission Council (LSAC) and consists of five sections:

¢ Reading Comprehension — 35 minutes, 35 questions

e Analytical Reasoning (Logic Games) — 35 minutes, 24 questions

¢ Logical Reasoning (two sections) — 35 minutes each, 24 questions each
e Unscored Variable Section — 35 minutes, 35 questions

e Writing Sample (Optional) — 35 minutes, one essay

While the exam’s name evokes logic and reading, the LSAT's design intentionally incorporates quantitative thinking

across all sections. You'll encounter numbers, proportions, and data interpretation in ways that differ from a
traditional math test.

Section 1: Reading Comprehension

Reading Comprehension passages often include data tables, statistical information, or arguments that rely on
quantitative evidence. A passage might present a graph about population growth or a table comparing crime rates
across states. Understanding how to interpret that information quickly and accurately is essential for answering the
related questions.

Key skills:

« ldentifying the main point of a data set
e Understanding trends or patterns in numbers
e Applying numeric data to support or refute an argument

Section 2: Analytical Reasoning (Logic Games)

Logic Games are the LSAT’s most explicit use of mathematics. Each game presents a set of conditions that involve
ordering, grouping, or positioning. Although you rarely perform arithmetic, you must use logical deduction to infer



relationships among variables, often represented by letters or symbols.
Common game types:

¢ Sequencing (e.g., arranging events in chronological order)
e Grouping (e.g., assigning people to teams)
 Positioning (e.g., placing objects on a line)
¢ Mixed (combining sequencing, grouping, and positioning)

Section 3 & 4: Logical Reasoning

Logical Reasoning sections contain arguments that may involve quantitative data. You might need to evaluate a
claim that references percentages, ratios, or statistical significance. While you won'’t solve equations, you will need
to understand how numbers influence the strength of an argument.

Typical math-related question types:

« Evaluating the validity of a conclusion based on numeric evidence
¢ ldentifying assumptions that involve numerical relationships
» Assessing the impact of a change in a numeric value on an argument’s outcome

Unscored Variable Section & Writing Sample

The unscored section is essentially a practice section that LSAC uses to test new questions. It can contain any of
the above types, including math-related content. The Writing Sample is optional; it does not affect your score but is
still useful for showcasing your analytical writing skills.

Where Numbers Show Up in the LSAT

Below is a quick reference table that highlights the types of numeric content you might encounter in each LSAT
section:



Section Typical Math Content

Reading Comprehension Data tables, graphs, percentages, basic calculations (e.g.,
“increase by 10%”")

Analytical Reasoning (Logic Games) Sequencing, grouping, positioning; use of numbers to
establish constraints or relationships

Logical Reasoning Statistical claims, ratios, numeric assumptions, comparative
data
Unscored Variable Section Varies; can include any of the above

In short, “Is there math on the LSAT?”the answer is yes, but the math is largely conceptual and logical rather
than computational.

Common Misconceptions About Math on the LSAT

1. “I'll have to solve equations.” — While some games involve numeric constraints, you rarely need to perform
algebraic operations. Instead, focus on deduction.

2. “If 'm not good at math, I'll fail.” — Math skills on the LSAT are about reasoning, not calculation. Many
students who struggle with traditional math excel by mastering logical deduction.

3. “Only the Logic Games contain math.” — Numbers appear in all sections, often subtly embedded in
arguments or data.

Strategies for Tackling Math on the LSAT

1. Master Basic Number Sense

Even though the LSAT rarely requires heavy calculations, having a solid grasp of basic arithmetic (addition,
subtraction, multiplication, division) and percentages is invaluable. Quick mental math can save you time and
reduce errors.

e Practice mental addition and subtraction of single digit numbers.
e Convert percentages to decimals and vice versa.
e Understand basic ratios and proportions.

2. Build a Logical Game Toolkit
The Logic Games are the LSAT's math core. Here are proven techniques:
1. Diagramming — Use tables, grids, or flowcharts to visualize relationships.
2. Marking Constraints — Write down each condition in a concise form.
3. Deduction Chains — Follow logical consequences of each constraint.
4. Elimination — Systematically rule out impossible configurations.
3. Analyze Numeric Data in Reading Passages
When reading a passage with data, do the following:
1. Read the passage fully to understand the argument’s context.

2. Locate any tables or graphs and note key figures.
3. Summarize the data in your own words.



4. Identify how the numbers support or contradict the argument’s main claim.
4., Scrutinize Assumptions in Logical Reasoning

Many Logical Reasoning questions hinge on hidden assumptions that involve numbers. For instance:

 “If the crime rate rises by 5%, the number of arrests will also increase.”
e “A 20% reduction in funding will reduce the program’s output by 30%.”

To spot these, ask yourself:

1. What numeric relationship is the argument implying?
2. Is that relationship logically valid?
3. Can you find a counterexample using simple arithmetic?

5.Time Management for Quantitative Sections

Time is a critical factor. Allocate your minutes strategically:

« Reading Comprehension: 35 minutes for 35 questions (1 minute per question)
¢ Logic Games: 35 minutes for 24 questions ("H1.5 minutes per game)
e Logical Reasoning: 35 minutes for 24 questions ("H1.5 minutes per question)

Use a stopwatch or timer to keep yourself on track. Practice under timed conditions to build confidence.

Practice Resources for Math on the LSAT

Official LSAT Prep Materials

LSAC offers a wealth of free and paid resources:

e LSAT Official Prep — Includes full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations.
e LSAT Practice Tests — Past LSAT exams that mirror real test conditions.
e LSAT Official Prep Guide — Comprehensive guide covering all sections, including math strategies.

Third Party Study Guides

Many test prep companies provide specialized math modules for the LSAT:

e Kaplan LSAT Prep — Offers Logic Game strategies and math reasoning drills.
e Princeton Review LSAT — Includes interactive games and math reasoning practice.
¢ Manhattan Prep LSAT — Features advanced logic games and data interpretation exercises.

Online Platforms

Interactive websites can help you hone your quantitative reasoning:

« LSATMax — Adaptive practice tests with instant feedback.
e PrepScholar LSAT — Personalized study plans focusing on weak areas.
 Varsity Tutors LSAT — Live tutoring sessions for Logic Games and math reasoning.

Sample Questions and Walkthroughs

Logic Games Sample

Game: Three friends (A, B, C) are attending a conference. A arrives before B. C arrives after B. Who arrives first?
Answer: A arrives first.

Explanation: The constraints are: A



Logical Reasoning Sample
Question: A study claims that increasing the minimum wage by 10% will reduce unemployment by 5%. Which of the
following is the most critical assumption?

e A.The economy is currently in a recession.

* B. Employers will not raise prices.

C. Workers will be willing to work for the higher wage.

D. The labor market is perfectly competitive.

e E.The increase will be spread evenly across all industries.

Answer: B.

Explanation: The claim assumes that employers will not compensate for higher wages by reducing employment. If
employers raise prices instead, the unemployment effect may not materialize.

Reading Comprehension
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