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Introduction

Education is the cornerstone of a thriving society, and mathematics is one of the most critical subjects that shapes 

the analytical and problem �solving skills of students. In Indiana, the Indiana state standards for mathprovide a

clear roadmap for what students should know and be able to do at every grade level. These standards not only

guide curriculum design but also inform teaching practices, assessment methods, and professional development for

educators. Whether you are a teacher, administrator, parent, or policy maker, understanding the structure, purpose,

and application of Indiana’s math standards is essential for ensuring that all students reach their full potential.

Overview of Indiana State Standards for Math

The Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) has adopted a set of rigorous, research �based standards that align 

with the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in Mathematics. These standards are organized into a framework 

that delineates the knowledge, skills, and dispositions students should acquire from kindergarten through twelfth 

grade. The framework is built on five core strands: Number & Operations, Algebra, Geometry, Data & 

Probability, and Mathematical Practices. By integrating these strands, the standards promote a holistic approach

to mathematical learning that balances procedural fluency with conceptual understanding.

Key Features of the Standards

•  Grade �by �Grade Expectations: Each grade level has specific learning targets that build logically on previous 

knowledge.

•  Mathematical Practices: Students are encouraged to engage in problem solving, reasoning, communication, 

and modeling.

•  Cross �Curricular Connections: The standards highlight how math interacts with science, technology, 

engineering, and arts.

•  Scaffolded Complexity: Early grades emphasize foundational concepts, while upper grades introduce 

advanced topics and real �world applications.

History and Development of Indiana Math Standards

Indiana’s journey toward a comprehensive math framework began in the early 2000s when state leaders

recognized the need for consistent, high �quality instruction across districts. The process involved extensive

collaboration among teachers, curriculum specialists, researchers, and community stakeholders. The resulting

standards were first released in 2010 and have undergone periodic revisions to reflect new research findings,

technological advancements, and changes in student demographics.

Stakeholder Collaboration

Key contributors to the standards development included:

1.  Classroom teachers who provided insights into day �to �day instructional challenges.

2.  Curriculum experts who ensured alignment with national benchmarks.

3.  Educational researchers who supplied data on effective practices.

4.  Parents and community leaders who advocated for equitable access to quality math education.



Revisions and Updates

Revisions are typically driven by three main factors:

•  Assessment Results: Analysis of student performance identifies gaps that the standards must address.

•  Research Advances: Emerging educational research informs refinements in teaching strategies.

•  Policy Shifts: National and federal policy changes necessitate updates to maintain compliance.

Structure and Framework of the Standards

The Indiana state standards for math are organized into a tiered structure that facilitates both depth and breadth of 

learning. At the top level, the standards are grouped by grade band: Kindergarten, Elementary (Grades 1 �5), Middle 

School (Grades 6 �8), and High School (Grades 9 �12). Each grade band contains a set of Learning Targets that

define specific concepts and skills students must master.

Learning Targets vs. Outcomes

While Learning Targets  describe what students should know, Outcomescapture the broader competencies they

develop, such as critical thinking, collaboration, and self �regulation. This dual focus ensures that instruction is both

content �rich and process �oriented.

Integration with Common Core

Indiana’s math standards are fully aligned with the Common Core State Standards, which allows for seamless

integration of best practices and facilitates student mobility across states. The alignment is achieved through a

detailed mapping process that matches each Indiana learning target with its Common Core counterpart.

Grade �Level Expectations

Below is a snapshot of the core expectations across key grade levels, highlighting the progression from

foundational skills to advanced concepts.

Kindergarten

Students develop a sense of number and begin counting, comparing, and recognizing patterns. They are

introduced to basic shapes and spatial relationships, laying the groundwork for later geometry lessons.

Grades 1 �5

Key focuses include:

•  Place value and number sense.

•  Operations with whole numbers and fractions.

•  Introduction to algebraic thinking.

•  Basic data interpretation.

•  Measurement and geometry.

Grades 6 �8

Students deepen their understanding of algebraic concepts, explore coordinate geometry, and analyze data sets.

They begin to solve multi �step problems and apply mathematical reasoning to real �world scenarios.

Grades 9 �12

High school math standards encompass a range of courses, including Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II,

Trigonometry, Pre �Calculus, Calculus, and Statistics. Students are expected to master advanced problem �solving



techniques, develop mathematical models, and engage in rigorous proof construction.

Content Areas Covered

The Indiana state standards for math encompass five interrelated content areas, each contributing to a well �rounded

mathematical education.

Number & Operations

Students learn to manipulate numbers, understand number systems, and apply operations across contexts. This

area emphasizes computational fluency and conceptual depth.

Algebra

Algebraic reasoning is introduced early and expanded throughout secondary education. Students learn to solve

equations, work with expressions, and explore functions.

Geometry

Geometric concepts evolve from basic shape recognition to advanced theorems and proofs. Students also develop

spatial reasoning skills that are crucial for STEM fields.

Data & Probability

Students learn to collect, organize, and interpret data. Probability concepts help them make predictions and assess

uncertainty in real �world situations.

Mathematical Practices

These practices encourage students to think critically, communicate mathematically, and persist through

challenges. They are woven into every content area to foster a deeper understanding of mathematics as a

discipline.

Assessment and Accountability

Assessment is a vital component of the math standards framework, ensuring that students meet grade �level

expectations and that schools are held accountable for instructional quality.

Standardized Testing

Indiana uses the Indiana Student Performance Assessment (ISPA) for elementary and middle school students, and

the Indiana Statewide Assessment of Academic Proficiency (ISAAP) for high schoolers. These tests evaluate

students on both content knowledge and mathematical practices.

Formative Assessment Practices

Teachers employ a variety of formative tools—such as exit tickets, quick checks, and collaborative problem �solving—

to gauge student understanding throughout the learning process.

Data �Driven Decision Making

Assessment data informs instructional adjustments, professional development needs, and resource allocation.

Schools use dashboards to track progress and identify areas requiring intervention.

Teacher Resources & Professional Development

Effective implementation of the Indiana state standards for math hinges on robust teacher support. The IDOE offers



a comprehensive suite of resources and training opportunities.

Curriculum Guides

Each grade level has a detailed curriculum guide that outlines objectives, content, and recommended instructional

strategies. These guides are available in both print and digital formats.

Professional Learning Communities

Teachers collaborate within PLCs to share best practices, analyze student data, and refine lesson plans. These

communities are often facilitated by experienced educators or instructional coaches.

Workshops & Webinars

Regular workshops cover topics such as differentiated instruction, technology integration, and assessment design.

Webinars provide flexibility for teachers in remote or underserved areas.

Mentorship Programs

New teachers are paired with seasoned mentors who offer guidance on curriculum implementation and classroom

management.

Student Support & Differentiation

Recognizing that students arrive with diverse backgrounds and learning needs, Indiana’s math standards

emphasize inclusive practices.

Scaffolded Instruction

Teachers use scaffolds—like graphic organizers, manipulatives, and tiered assignments—to support learners at

varying levels of proficiency.

English Language Learner (ELL) Strategies

ELL students receive targeted support through visual aids, bilingual resources, and language �focused instruction

that aligns with the math standards.

Special Education Accommodations

Students with disabilities receive individualized accommodations, such as extended time, assistive technology, and

modified assignments, ensuring equitable access to the curriculum.

Technology Integration

Digital tools play an increasingly vital role in delivering the Indiana math standards. Technology enhances

engagement, provides immediate feedback, and supports personalized learning pathways.

Interactive Platforms

Platforms like Khan Academy, IXL, and Mathletics align with the state standards and offer adaptive practice

opportunities.

Graphing Calculators and Software

Students use graphing calculators and software such as GeoGebra to visualize functions, analyze data, and

explore geometric concepts.

Digital Assessment Tools



Online assessment platforms enable real �time data collection and analysis, facilitating timely instructional

adjustments.

Parent & Community Involvement

Strong partnerships between schools, families, and the broader community amplify the impact of the Indiana state

standards for math.

Family Literacy Programs

Workshops help parents support their children’s math learning at home, covering topics like problem �solving

strategies and technology use.

Community Partnerships

Collaborations with local businesses and universities provide students with real �world applications of math, such as

internships and mentorships.

Volunteer Initiatives

Adults volunteer as tutors or STEM ambassadors, offering additional support and fostering a culture of lifelong

learning.

Future Directions and Revisions

As the educational landscape evolves, Indiana remains committed to refining its math standards to meet emerging

needs.

Data �Driven Updates

Ongoing analysis of assessment outcomes guides incremental adjustments to ensure that the standards remain

relevant and rigorous.

Integration of Emerging Topics
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