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Understanding the Illinois Lottery Pick /4: A Yearly Calendar Guide

The Illinois Lottery Pick /4 has become a favorite among players who enjoy the thrill of quick results and the 

possibility of instant cash prizes. Whether you’re a seasoned participant or a curious newcomer, having a clear 

grasp of the Illinois Lottery Pick /4 yearly calendarcan help you plan your plays, track your wins, and stay ahead

of the game. This comprehensive guide dives into every aspect of the Pick 4 schedule, the mechanics of the game,

strategies for number selection, and how to make the most of the yearly draw calendar.

What Is the Illinois Lottery Pick /4?

The Pick 4 game is a daily lottery offering players the chance to win by correctly predicting a four �digit number.

Unlike traditional lottery games that require a large jackpot, Pick 4 offers more frequent payouts with a variety of

prize tiers, making it a popular choice for many Illinois residents.

Key features include:

•  Daily Draws – Six times a week, typically Monday through Saturday.

•  Multiple Betting Options – Straight, Box, Split, and more.

•  Instant Results – Winners are announced immediately after each draw.

•  Affordable Ticket Prices – Usually around $2 per play.

How Pick /4 Works: Rules and Prizes

Players choose a four �digit number from 0000 to 9999. The game offers several betting styles that determine how

many ways a player can win. Below is a quick overview of the most common bet types:

1. Straight Bet

Match the exact sequence of numbers in the order drawn. The prize is the highest for this bet type.

2. Box Bet

Match the numbers in any order. The prize varies depending on the number of repeated digits.

3. Split Bet

Match the first two or last two digits. The prize is lower than Straight but higher than Box.

4. Straight/Box Bet

A combination of Straight and Box bets in one ticket. This increases the chances of winning but also raises the cost.

The prize structure is determined by the number of digits matched and the type of bet. For example:

•  Straight – $500 for a correct match.

•  Box (4 �digit) – $100 for a correct match.

•  Split – $50 for matching the first two digits.

The Yearly Calendar: Your Playbook for the Illinois Lottery Pick /4



Understanding the Illinois Lottery Pick /4 yearly calendaris essential for players who want to keep track of when

the draws happen, how to purchase tickets, and when to check results. Below is a detailed breakdown of the

calendar structure and how to read it.

Draw Schedule Overview

Pick 4 draws occur six days a week, from Monday through Saturday, with no draw on Sundays. The typical draw

times are:

•  Morning Draw – 10:00 /AM

•  Afternoon Draw – 12:00 /PM

•  Evening Draw – 6:00 /PM

These times are consistent throughout the year, making it easy to plan your ticket purchases.

Monthly Breakdown

Each month contains 4 to 5 weeks, with 24 to 30 possible draw days (excluding Sundays). Here’s how you can

calculate your play days:

1.  Count the total days in the month.

2.  Subtract the Sundays (approximately 4 or 5).

3.  Multiply the remaining days by the number of draws per day (3).

Example: In a 30 �day month with 4 Sundays, you have 26 draw days. Multiply 26 by 3 draws per day to get 78

possible draws.

Annual Calendar Example

Below is a simplified snapshot of a typical year’s Pick /4 draw calendar:



Month Draw Days Draw Times

January 22 days (excluding Sundays) 10 /AM, 12 /PM, 6 /PM

February 20 days 10 /AM, 12 /PM, 6 /PM

March 23 days 10 /AM, 12 /PM, 6 /PM

Using the Calendar to Maximize Your Play

Having the yearly calendar at your fingertips allows you to:

•  Plan Ticket Purchases – Decide when to buy, especially if you’re targeting a particular day.

•  Track Wins – Keep a record of your results to identify patterns.

•  Manage Your Budget – Allocate funds based on the number of draws you want to play.

Tip: Set a Play Schedule

Many players set a consistent schedule, such as playing every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 6 PM. This

routine can help you stay disciplined and avoid impulsive buying.

Strategies for Picking Numbers

While Pick 4 is largely a game of chance, several strategies can help you make more informed choices. Below are

proven tactics used by frequent players.

1. Statistical Analysis

Review the lottery results historyto identify hot (frequently drawn) and cold (rarely drawn) numbers. While past

performance doesn’t guarantee future outcomes, it can guide your selection.

2. Use Random Number Generators

Many players trust RNGs to ensure unbiased picks. The Illinois Lottery offers a Quick Pickoption that randomly

generates numbers for you.

3. Personal Dates

Some players use significant dates (birthdays, anniversaries) to create a personal connection to their tickets.

However, this limits your number range to 01–31, which may reduce variety.

4. Combination Bets

Consider playing a Straight/Boxbet to increase your chances. Though it costs more, the combined bet covers

multiple winning scenarios.

5. Set a Budget and Stick to It

Define a monthly lottery budget and never exceed it. Treat the lottery as entertainment rather than an investment.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Even seasoned players can fall into pitfalls. Being aware of these common errors can improve your overall

experience.



1. Over �Betting on High �Odds Numbers

Choosing numbers that appear frequently may seem smart, but the odds remain the same for all numbers.

Over �betting on hot numbers can drain your budget without increasing your chances.

2. Ignoring the Calendar

Failing to consult the yearly calendar can lead to missed draws or last �minute purchases that increase stress.

3. Playing Too Many Tickets at Once

While buying multiple tickets can increase your odds, it also raises the cost. A balanced approach is key.

4. Forgetting to Check Results

Some players overlook the importance of verifying their tickets promptly. Checking results immediately can help you

claim prizes before the deadline.

How to Check Pick /4 Results Online

After each draw, results are posted on the Illinois Lottery website and various lottery result platforms. Here’s a quick

guide to checking:

1.  Visit the official Illinois Lottery website.

2.  Navigate to the Pick /4 Results section.

3.  Select the date of the draw you played.

4.  Review the winning numbers and compare them to your ticket.

Most platforms also allow you to enter your ticket numbers directly to see if you’ve won. For convenience, many

players use the official mobile app to receive instant notifications.

History of Illinois Pick /4

The Pick 4 game has evolved over the years, reflecting changes in lottery regulations and player preferences. It first

appeared in Illinois in the late 1970s as a simple four �digit draw. Over time, the game introduced various betting

options and increased the frequency of draws to keep players engaged.

Key milestones include:

•  1985 – Introduction of the Box Bet.

•  1992 – Expansion to six daily draws.

•  2008 – Launch of the online ticket purchasing platform.

•  2015 – Implementation of instant �win features for mobile users.

Future Trends and Potential Changes

Lottery games constantly adapt to consumer behavior. While the core Pick 4 format remains stable, several trends

could influence future iterations:

•  Digital Integration – More robust mobile apps and online platforms for ticket purchases.

•  Enhanced Prize Structures – Introduction of progressive jackpots tied to the Pick /4 game.

•  Data �Driven Play – Greater emphasis on analytics tools to help players choose numbers.

Conclusion



Mastering the Illinois Lottery Pick /4 yearly calendaris a powerful tool for any player. By understanding the draw

schedule, employing thoughtful strategies, and staying disciplined with your budget, you can enhance your

enjoyment and increase your chances of winning. Remember that while luck plays a significant role, informed

decisions and consistent play make the difference between a casual pastime and a potentially rewarding

experience. Good luck, and may your numbers hit the mark!
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