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Identifying Organic Compounds Lab Answers: A Complete Guide for 
Students and Educators

Organic chemistry is a fascinating field that blends the elegance of molecular structures with the practicality of 

laboratory techniques. One of the most engaging aspects of the subject is the art of identifying organic 

compoundsthrough a series of classical and modern tests. Whether you’re a freshman tackling your first set of lab

questions, a senior preparing for a final exam, or an instructor looking for fresh teaching material, this article offers

a thorough, step �by �step walkthrough of how to answer common lab questions about identifying organic compounds.

Why Mastering Lab Answers Matters

In many chemistry courses, the laboratory component is not just a supplement to the lecture; it is the core of the

learning experience. Students must:

•  Apply theoretical knowledge to real �world problems.

•  Develop critical thinking and analytical skills.

•  Demonstrate proficiency in safe laboratory practices.

•  Show mastery of the systematic approach to compound identification.

Because of these stakes, instructors often design lab questions that require students to interpret results, justify 

conclusions, and write clear, concise answers. Having a reliable reference of lab answerscan help students check

their work, identify misconceptions, and refine their reasoning.

Overview of Common Identification Tests

Below is a quick reference to the most frequently used tests in organic chemistry labs for identifying functional

groups and determining the nature of unknown compounds. Each test is accompanied by the key observation that

indicates a particular functional group.

1.  Fischer–Speier Test – Detects aldehydes and ketones by forming a colored complex with FeCl3 and NaOH.

2.  Lucas Test – Differentiates primary, secondary, and tertiary alcohols by their reaction rates with Lucas 

reagent.

3.  Baeyer–Villiger Test – Identifies ketones that undergo oxidation to esters in the presence of peracid.

4.  Grignard Reaction – Used for functional group analysis of alkyl halides and the formation of alcohols.

5.  Acid–Base Indicator Tests – pH changes reveal the presence of acidic or basic functional groups.

6.  Chromatographic Separation – Thin �layer chromatography (TLC) and gas chromatography (GC) help confirm 

the purity and identity of compounds.

In the following sections, we will walk through a typical lab scenario, present detailed lab answers, and discuss how

to interpret each result.

Case Study: Identifying an Unknown Organic Compound

Imagine you are given a colorless liquid with a faint odor. Your task is to determine its identity using a standard set

of tests. The lab notebook requires you to write a clear, organized set of answers that justify each conclusion.

Before performing any chemical tests, record the following:



•  Color of the liquid (colorless)

•  Odor (slightly sweet, reminiscent of fruit)

•  Density (1.07 g/mL at 25 /°C)

•  Melting point (if solid) or boiling point (if volatile)

These basic data points can help narrow down the possibilities to alkanes, alkenes, alcohols, or ketones.

Take a small sample ("H0.5 /mL) and test its solubility in water and in a non �polar solvent such as hexane.

•  If the liquid is soluble in water, it likely contains a polar functional group (e.g., alcohol).

•  If it is immiscible with water but miscible with hexane, it is probably non �polar (e.g., alkane).

In our case, the liquid is insoluble in water but dissolves readily in hexane, indicating a non �polar compound.

Drop a few crystals of the unknown onto a piece of paper impregnated with a dilute acid (HCl) and a separate

piece with a dilute base (NaOH). Observe any color changes.

•  No reaction with acid or base suggests the compound is neutral.

•  Reaction with acid indicates a basic group (e.g., amine). Reaction with base indicates an acidic group (e.g., 

carboxylic acid).

Our sample shows no color change with either reagent, reinforcing the hypothesis that it is neutral.

Now perform the standard series of tests to pinpoint the functional group.

Prepare Lucas reagent (concentrated HCl + ZnCl2) and add a drop of the unknown. Observe the rate of turbidity.

•  Primary alcohols form a cloudy solution slowly.

•  Secondary alcohols cloud quickly.

•  Tertiary alcohols form a clear solution immediately.

The unknown remains clear, ruling out alcohols.

Fehling’s solution (Cu(II) acetate + sodium hydroxide) turns blue. Add the unknown and heat gently.

•  Aldehydes reduce the solution to a brick �red precipitate of Cu2O.

•  Ketones do not react.

No color change occurs, suggesting the compound is not an aldehyde. However, this test does not rule out ketones.

Add a few drops of bromine water to the unknown. Bromine gives a yellowish color that disappears upon reaction

with alkenes.

•  If the yellow color fades, an alkene is present.

•  If the color persists, the compound is not an alkene.

In this case, the yellow color disappears, indicating the presence of a double bond.

Add NaOH and iodine to the unknown. A yellow precipitate of iodoform (CHI3) indicates a methyl ketone

(RCOCH3).

•  No precipitate means the compound is not a methyl ketone.

No precipitate forms, so the compound is not a methyl ketone.

Perform thin �layer chromatography (TLC) using a solvent system of hexane:ethyl acetate (80:20). Spot the unknown

and a standard reference (e.g., 1 �hexene). Run the plate and visualize under UV light.



•  Matching Rf values (0.70 for both) confirm that the unknown is 1 �hexene.

•  Different Rf values would necessitate further investigation.

Based on the series of tests and chromatographic confirmation, the unknown compound is identified as 1 �hexene

(an alkene with the formula C6H12).

Answer Summary:

•  Solubility: Insoluble in water, soluble in hexane.

•  Acid–base: No reaction with HCl or NaOH.

•  Lucas test: No turbidity (not an alcohol).

•  Fehling’s test: No color change (not an aldehyde or ketone).

•  Bromine water: Yellow color disappeared (alkene present).

•  Iodoform: No precipitate (not a methyl ketone).

•  TLC: Rf = 0.70, matching 1 �hexene.

•  Conclusion: 1 �Hexene.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Even experienced chemists can make mistakes in the lab. Here are some frequent errors and strategies to mitigate

them.

1.  Inadequate Control Samples – Always run a known standard alongside the unknown to compare results.

2.  Misinterpreting Color Changes – Some tests produce subtle color shifts; use a color chart or a 

spectrophotometer when possible.

3.  Over �Heating During Fehling’s Test – Excessive heat can cause side reactions; use a gentle, consistent heat 

source.

4.  Improper Solvent Ratios in TLC – The solvent system must be optimized for the specific compound; pilot 

tests help determine the best ratio.

5.  Neglecting Safety Precautions – Always wear gloves, goggles, and lab coats. Handle corrosive reagents with 

care.

Advanced Identification Techniques

For more complex or ambiguous samples, modern laboratories often employ advanced spectroscopic methods.

Below are the most common techniques and how they complement classical tests.

1H NMR provides detailed information about the hydrogen environment in a molecule, while 13C NMR reveals the

carbon skeleton. Peaks, integration, and splitting patterns help confirm the presence of functional groups and the

overall structure.

IR spectra show characteristic absorption bands for functional groups: O–H ("H3300 cm"�1), C=O ("H1700 cm"�1), C=C

("H1600 cm"�1), and C–H ("H2900 cm"�1). Matching these bands with reference spectra solidifies compound identification.

MS determines the molecular weight and fragmentation pattern. The molecular ion peak (M+) and the presence of

characteristic fragment ions provide strong evidence for the molecular formula.

GC–MS combines the separation power of GC with the identification capability of MS. This technique is especially

useful for volatile organic compounds and complex mixtures.

Integrating Classical Tests with Modern Data in Lab Reports

When writing a lab report, clarity and logical flow are paramount. Follow this structure to ensure your answers are

comprehensive and well �organized.



1.  Title – State the experiment and the key objective.

2.  Introduction – Briefly explain the purpose and relevance of identifying organic compounds.

3.  Materials and Methods – List reagents, equipment, and step �by �step procedures.

4.  Results – Present observations, tables, spectra, and chromatograms.

5.  Discussion – Interpret the data, compare with literature values, and justify conclusions.

6.  Conclusion – Summarize findings and reflect on the learning outcomes.

7.  References – Cite all sources, including textbooks and peer �reviewed articles.

When incorporating lab answers, embed them within the Discussion section, referencing the specific tests that led

to each conclusion. Use figures and tables to enhance readability.

Sample Lab Report Excerpt

Discussion:

The unknown compound exhibited no reaction with both acid and base, indicating neutrality. The absence of

turbidity in the
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