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Understanding the | Am Number Four Series Order: A Complete Guide

When fans of the “I Am Number Four” series ask, “what is the series order?” they're looking for a clear roadmap
that takes them from the first book to the latest installment, including spin offs, companion novels, and adaptations.
This guide will walk you through the entire series order, explain the plot arcs, highlight key characters, and give you
insight into the author’s creative process. Whether you're a new reader eager to start the journey or a seasoned fan
wanting a refresher, this article covers everything you need to know.
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Official | Am Number Four Series Order

Below is the chronological order in which the books were released, along with their publication dates. Reading
them in this sequence ensures you experience the story’s development as it was intended by the author.

1. “I Am Number Four” — September 2009

2. “I Am Number Five” — August 2010

3. “I Am Number Six” — September 2011

4. “I Am Number Seven” — September 2012

5. “I Am Number Eight” — September 2013

6. “I Am Number Nine” — September 2014

7. “I Am Number Ten” — September 2015

8. “I Am Number Eleven” — September 2016

9. “I Am Number Twelve” — September 2017

10. “I Am Number Four: The Lost Book” — 2018 (companion novella)
11. “The | Am Number Four: The Complete Collection” — 2019 (box set)

In addition to the main series, there are two companion books that expand on backstories and side characters:

1. “I Am Number Four: The Lost Book” — Provides additional context to the original series.
2. “I Am Number Four: The New Beginning” — A short story that sets up future plotlines.

Plot Overview of Each Book

Below is a concise summary of each novel, capturing the key events while preserving the excitement of the series.

1.1 Am Number Four

Luke Asher, a seemingly ordinary teenager, discovers that he is actually the last surviving member of a group of



alien refugees known as the Gaalem. He is the fourth of the group, which explains the title. While hiding in the small
town of San Marco, Luke must evade the relentless Shen—a ruthless alien empire that hunts the Gaalem. With the
help of his friend Mack, Luke learns to harness his powers and begins to understand his destiny.

2.1 Am Number Five

Luke’s older brother, Brandon, is the fifth of the group. As the Shen close in, Brandon’s arrival in San Marco
introduces new dynamics and heightened stakes. The brothers must cooperate to outsmart the enemy, while also
dealing with the complexities of human adolescence.

3.1 Am Number Six

With the Shen’s forces tightening, Luke and Brandon face betrayal within their own ranks. The plot thickens as they
discover that the Gaalem’s power is not merely physical but also psychological. The brothers confront their past
and prepare for the ultimate showdown.

4.1 Am Number Seven

Luke’s younger brother, Jace, joins the fray as the seventh member. The story explores themes of family loyalty and
the cost of secrecy. The Shen’s tactics become more sophisticated, forcing the siblings to adapt quickly.

5.1 Am Number Eight

The eighth member, a mysterious figure named Kira, adds a new layer of intrigue. Luke and his brothers must
protect her while learning about her unique abilities. The conflict escalates, and the stakes grow higher.

6.1 Am Number Nine

Luke’s friend Mack becomes a full-fledged ally, and his perspective adds depth to the narrative. The Shen’s ultimate
plan is revealed, and the brothers face their greatest challenge yet.

7.1 Am Number Ten

With the series entering its climax, the ten brothers must unite with other allies to launch a final assault on the
Shen’s stronghold. The emotional weight of sacrifice and hope is at its peak.

8.1 Am Number Eleven

Luke and his siblings confront the final battles, and the story culminates in a dramatic showdown that tests their
limits. The narrative balances action with introspection, giving readers a satisfying resolution.

9.1 Am Number Twelve

The last book in the main series ties up loose ends and explores the aftermath of the conflict. Luke’s leadership is
solidified, and the Gaalem'’s future is secured.

Main Characters and Their Development

The “I Am Number Four”series is built around a tight-knit group of characters. Understanding their arcs enriches
the reading experience.

e Luke Asher (Number Four) — The protagonist, who evolves from a shy teenager to a confident leader.

e Brandon Asher (Number Five) — Luke’s older brother, who balances loyalty with personal ambition.

e Jace Asher (Number Seven) — A younger sibling whose innocence contrasts with the series’ darker themes.
e Mack (Number Nine) — A human friend who becomes an indispensable ally.

« Kira (Number Eight) — A mysterious ally whose powers are pivotal to the final resolution.

Shen — The primary antagonist, representing relentless oppression.



Author Background & Writing Style

The “I Am Number Four” series was penned by Pittacus Lore, a pseudonym for the collaborative duo of James
Frey and Matthew M. Jones. Their partnership blends Frey’s storytelling prowess with Jones’s world building
expertise, resulting in a fast paced, engaging narrative.

Key elements of their writing style include:

e Fast moving plotlines that keep readers turning pages.

e Rich world building that explains the Gaalem’s culture and the Shen’s technology.

¢ Relatable teenage characters who grapple with identity, friendship, and responsibility.
e Action packed scenes that blend science fiction with fantasy elements.

Film and Television Adaptations

The success of the book series led to a major film adaptation in 2013, titled | Am Number Four. While the film took
creative liberties, it captured the core themes of the books and introduced the story to a wider audience.

Key points about the adaptation:

¢ Released in 2013 — Directed by D.J. Caruso.

e Starred: Chris Evans (Luke), Chris Pine (Brandon), and other notable actors.

« Plot differences: The film condensed several plot points and introduced new characters.
* Reception: Mixed reviews; praised for visual effects but criticized for pacing.

Currently, there is no official television adaptation, but fan communities continue to create fan fiction and artwork
that expand on the original storyline.

Reading Tips & Suggested Order

Below are practical suggestions for both new readers and those revisiting the series:

1. Start with the first book — Even if you're only interested in the later books, the opening chapters provide
essential background.

2. Read in publication order — This ensures you experience the narrative’s development as the author intended.

3. Take notes — The series features many characters and intricate plot twists; jotting down key events helps
maintain clarity.

4. Watch the film after reading the first three books — This gives you context and enhances your appreciation of
the adaptation’s changes.

5. Explore companion books — “The Lost Book” and “The New Beginning” offer deeper insights into the Gaalem
lore.

6. Reuvisit the series later — The series’ themes of resilience and identity remain relevant, making it worthwhile
to reread after a few years.

Conclusion
The “I Am Number Four”series is more than a thrilling sci fi adventure; it's a story about family, identity, and the
courage to stand against oppression. By following the official series order outlined above, readers can fully

immerse themselves in the Gaalem’s world and experience the emotional highs and lows that have captivated
millions.

Whether you're picking up the first novel or revisiting the final book, the series offers a rich tapestry of characters,



action, and heartfelt moments. Dive into the books, explore the companion stories, and enjoy the journey of Luke
Asher and his brothers as they fight for a future where they can truly belong.
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