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How to Update Windows 8: A Step by Step Guide for 2026

When you first boot up a brand new Windows 8 machine, you'll quickly notice the smooth tiles, the new start screen,
and the promise of a fresh experience. But like any operating system, Windows 8 needs regular updates to stay
secure, stable, and full of new features. Whether you're a long time Windows user or a new adopter, knowing how to
update Windows 8 is essential. This comprehensive guide will walk you through every method—manual, automatic,
PowerShell, WSUS, and even third party tools—ensuring your system runs at its best.

Why Updating Windows 8 Matters

Windows 8 launched in 2012, and although it's no longer in mainstream support, many devices still run it. Updates
provide:

e Security patches that close vulnerabilities exploited by malware.

¢ Bug fixes that resolve crashes, performance hiccups, and compatibility issues.

» Feature enhancements such as improved touch gestures or better battery management.

« Driver updates that keep peripherals like printers, graphics cards, and Wi Fi adapters functioning smoothly.
¢ System stability that reduces the risk of data loss or corruption.

Neglecting updates can leave your computer exposed to threats and slow it down over time. Keeping Windows 8 up
to date is as crucial as installing antivirus software.

Types of Updates You'll Encounter

When you run Windows Update, you'll see several categories. Understanding them helps you prioritize what to
install.

Security Updates — Protect against known threats.

Quality Updates — Fix bugs and improve performance.

Driver Updates — Updated device drivers.

Feature Updates — Optional upgrades to newer Windows versions (e.g., from Windows 8 to Windows 8.1).
Optional Updates — Software you choose to install, such as language packs or additional features.
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Pre Update Checklist

Before you dive into the update process, ensure you're prepared:

e Back up your data — Use an external drive or cloud service.

¢ Check your internet connection — A stable connection speeds up downloads.

¢ Free up disk space — Windows Update needs at least 10-15 /GB of free space.

Disable third party antivirus temporarily — Some security programs can interfere with the update process.
« Verify system requirements — Confirm your device can support the update.

Method 1: Updating Windows 8 Through the Windows Update Center

This is the most common and user friendly way to keep your system current.

Step by Step Instructions



Click the Start button (the Windows icon) at the bottom left of the screen.

Type “Windows Update” into the search box and press Enter.

In the Windows Update window, click “Check for updates”.

Windows will search for available updates. If updates are found, they'll appear in a list.
Click “Install updates” to begin the installation process.

Follow any on screen prompts, including restarting your computer if required.

After the restart, Windows will finish installing the updates in the background.
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What to Do If Updates Fail

e Run the Windows Update Troubleshooter (search for “troubleshooter” and select “Windows Update”).

e Check your internet connection and firewall settings.

¢ Clear the Windows Update cache: open a Command Prompt as administrator and type net stop wuausery,
then del /f /g %owindir%\SoftwareDistribution\Download\*.*, and finally net start wuauserv.

* Manually download the update from the Microsoft Update Catalog.

Method 2: Using PowerShell to Update Windows 8

PowerShell offers a powerful, script based approach for advanced users and administrators.

Basic PowerShell Update Script

1. Open PowerShell as an administrator (right click the Start button, choose “Windows PowerShell (Admin)”).

2. Enter the following commands:

3. These commands install the PSWindowsUpdate module, import it, and then download and install all
available updates, automatically rebooting if necessary.

Customizing Update Settings

 To list available updates without installing, run: Get-WUList.
< To install only security updates: Get-WUInstall -MicrosoftUpdate -Filter "Security" -AcceptAll -AutoReboot.
¢ Use the -Whatlf switch to preview actions before execution.

Method 3: Updating Windows 8 via the Windows Store (for Optional Updates)

Optional updates, such as language packs or additional features, can be installed through the Windows Store.

Steps

1. Open the Windows Store from the Start screen.

Click the “Downloads and updates” link on the left panel.

Press “Get updates” to refresh the list.

Optional updates will appear; click “Install” next to each item you wish to add.
Restart your computer if prompted.
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Method 4: Updating Drivers and BIOS Separately

While Windows Update handles most drivers, some manufacturers release driver updates through their own sites.

Driver Updates

1. Visit the manufacturer’s website (e.g., Dell, HP, Lenovo).

2. Enter your model number and locate the Support or Downloads section.

3. Download the latest driver packages for your hardware (graphics, audio, network).
4. Run the installers, following the on screen instructions.



5. Restart your computer after installation.

BIOS Update

e BIOS updates are rare but critical for stability. Only update if you're experiencing hardware issues or need a
specific feature.

¢ Download the BIOS file from the manufacturer’s support page.

¢ Follow the provided instructions carefully; a failed BIOS update can render your system unusable.

Method 5: Using Windows Server Update Services (WSUS)

For network administrators managing multiple Windows 8 machines, WSUS offers centralized control over updates.

Key Benefits
e Control which updates are approved for deployment.
e Schedule updates during off peak hours.
¢ Reduce bandwidth usage by downloading each update once.
e Generate compliance reports.
Setting Up WSUS for Windows 8

1. Install the WSUS role on a Windows Server (2012, 2016, or 2019).

2. Configure the update source and target groups.

3. On each Windows 8 client, set the registry key
HKLM\Software\Policies\Microsoft\Windows\WindowsUpdate\WUServer to point to the WSUS server.

4. Force a group policy update: gpupdate /force.

5. Clients will now receive updates from WSUS.

Method 6: Using Third Party Update Tools

Some users prefer third party utilities that automate the update process.

Popular Tools

e Patch My PC — Free tool that updates dozens of popular applications.
* Belarc Advisor — Provides a detailed system inventory and missing updates.
« Windows Update MiniTool — Offers advanced filtering and scheduling.

How to Use Patch My PC

1. Download and install Patch My PC.

2. Run the application and select the updates you want.

3. Click “Update” to begin the process.

4. Patch My PC will handle downloading and installing the selected updates.

Common Troubleshooting Tips

Even with the right steps, you may encounter issues. Here are quick fixes.

1.“Windows Update Service Is Not Running”

Open a Command Prompt as administrator and run:

net start wuauserv

2. “Error 0x80070005 — Access Denied”



¢ Run Windows Update Troubleshooter.
e Check the permissions of the SoftwareDistribution folder.
¢ Reset the folder: rd /s /q %windir%\SoftwareDistribution and then restart the service.

3.“Update Stuck at 0%”

¢ Clear the Windows Update cache (see earlier).
» Disable any VPN or proxy that might block Microsoft servers.
¢ Check for malware that could interfere with downloads.

Maintenance Checklist After Updating

Once updates are installed, keep your system healthy with these simple steps.

Run Disk Cleanup to remove temporary files.

e Use Check Disk (chkdsk) to detect and repair file system errors.

¢ Perform a System Restore Point creation for future safety.

e Update your backup solution to include the latest system state.

* Review installed updates in Control Panel > Programs and Features > View installed updates to ensure
everything is in order.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

1. Is Windows 8 still supported? Microsoft ended mainstream support in 2015 and extended support in 2020. It
no longer receives free updates, but security patches may still be available for a limited period.

2. Can | upgrade from Windows 8 to Windows 10? Yes, you can use the free Windows 10 upgrade offer (if
you're eligible) or purchase a license.

3. How often should | update Windows 8? Check for updates monthly or set Windows Update to automatically
install them.

4. What if my computer is slow after an update? Run a disk cleanup, defragment the hard drive (if using HDD),
and check for any driver conflicts.

5. Do | need a backup before updating? Always back up important data before major updates.

Conclusion

Keeping Windows 8 up to date is a vital part of maintaining a secure, reliable, and high performing computer.
Whether you prefer the simplicity of the Windows Update Center, the control of PowerShell, or the flexibility of
WSUS and third party tools, the methods outlined above cover every scenario. By following these steps,
troubleshooting
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