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How to Say Good Morning in French: A Complete Guide for Learners

When you travel to France, meet a French colleague, or simply want to impress a friend with your language skills, 

mastering the simple greeting “good morning” is a must. In French, this phrase is more than just a polite hello; it 

carries cultural nuance, regional variations, and subtle differences that can help you sound natural and respectful. 

This article will walk you through everything you need to know: from the most common expression Bonjourto

lesser �known alternatives, pronunciation tips, cultural contexts, and practical practice scenarios. By the end, you’ll

feel confident greeting anyone in a French �speaking setting with the right tone and timing.

Why Saying Good Morning in French Matters

Language is a gateway to culture. A simple greeting can set the tone for a conversation, show respect, and

demonstrate cultural awareness. In France, greetings are deeply rooted in social etiquette:

•  Respect for time: Saying the right greeting at the right time shows you understand French punctuality.

•  Social bonding: A warm “Bonjour” can break the ice and create a friendly atmosphere.

•  Professional etiquette: In business settings, starting a meeting with “Bonjour” conveys professionalism.

•  Language learning: Mastering greetings is often the first step toward fluency because it’s used in almost every 

interaction.

So, whether you’re a tourist, a student, or a professional, knowing how to say good morning in French is essential.

The Core Greeting: Bonjour

In French, bonjourliterally means “good day.” It is the default greeting used from sunrise until the late afternoon

(roughly 2 /pm). It is appropriate in almost all contexts:

•  When you meet someone in the morning or early afternoon.

•  In a shop, café, or office setting.

•  When addressing a group or a single person.

Pronunciation: bohn-zhoor (IPA: /b%C�)'Rò’à The “n” is nasal, and the “j” sounds like the “s” in “measure.” Practice saying 

it out loud: bohn �zhoor.

How to Use “Bonjour” in Conversation

1.  Greeting a stranger: “Bonjour, madame.”

2.  Greeting a friend: “Bonjour, Pierre!”

3.  In a business email: “Bonjour Monsieur Dupont, …”

4.  When answering the phone: “Bonjour, Service client.”

Remember to pair it with a polite gesture, such as a nod or a slight bow, especially in formal situations.

Alternative Morning Greetings

While bonjouris universal, French speakers sometimes use variations that add warmth, regional flavor, or



informality. Below are the most common alternatives.

1. Bon matin

Literally “good morning,” bon matin is used primarily in the South of France and in some rural areas. It is less 

formal than bonjour and often used among friends or family.

Pronunciation: bohn ma-tee �n (IPA: /b%C� ma.t%³�/).

2. Salut

While salut is a general “hi” or “hello,” it is often used in informal settings, especially among younger people. It can 

be used in the morning, but it’s less formal than bonjour.

Pronunciation: sa �lo5æð (IPA: /sa.ly/).

3. Bonjour tout le monde

When addressing a group, you can say bonjour tout le monde(“good morning, everyone”). It’s a friendly, inclusive

way to greet a crowd.

4. Bonne journée

Technically meaning “good day,” bonne journéeis a polite way to wish someone a good day ahead. It can be used

after the initial greeting or as a closing statement.

Pronunciation Guide: Mastering the Nuances

French pronunciation can be tricky for English speakers. Below are key points to help you say each greeting

correctly.

Key Pronunciation Tips

•  Nasality: French vowels often have a nasal quality (e.g., the “n” in bonjour).

•  Silent Letters: The “r” in bonjour is pronounced in the back of the throat, not in the front.

•  Consonant Clusters: In salut, the “t” is silent; the word ends with a “u” sound.

•  Intonation: French greetings tend to have a rising intonation at the end, giving them a friendly, open tone.

Audio Resources

To hear native speakers pronounce these greetings, try:

•  Forvo.com – search “bonjour” and “salut.”

•  Google Translate – listen to the audio button.

•  FrenchPod101 – short pronunciation lessons.

Cultural Nuances: When and Where to Use Each Greeting

French culture places a strong emphasis on politeness, timing, and context. Understanding these nuances will help

you avoid awkward moments.

Formal vs. Informal Settings

•  Formal (business, elderly, strangers): Bonjour or Bonjour Monsieur/Madame.

•  Informal (friends, peers, younger people): Salut or Bonjour with a friendly tone.

Time of Day

•  Morning (until 2 /pm): Bonjour or Bon matin.



•  Afternoon (after 2 /pm): Bonsoir (good evening) is appropriate.

Regional Variations

•  In the South of France, bon matin is common.

•  In Paris and most urban areas, bonjour dominates.

•  In French Canada, bonjour is used, but you’ll also hear salut in informal contexts.

When to Use Each Greeting: Practical Scenarios

Below are real �world situations and the most appropriate greeting for each.

Scenario 1: Meeting a New Colleague

First impressions matter. Use a polite, slightly formal greeting:

1.  “Bonjour, je m’appelle [Your Name]. Enchanté(e).” (Nice to meet you.)

2.  Follow with a firm handshake.

Scenario 2: Ordering Coffee at a Café

When you enter, greet the barista:

1.  “Bonjour.”

2.  Ask, “Je voudrais un café, s’il vous plaît.” (I would like a coffee, please.)

Scenario 3: Greeting a Group of Tourists

Use a friendly, inclusive greeting:

1.  “Bonjour tout le monde!”

2.  Offer a smile and a nod.

Scenario 4: Greeting a Friend at a Party

Feel free to use an informal greeting:

1.  “Salut, comment ça va?” (Hey, how’s it going?)

2.  Engage in casual conversation.

Scenario 5: Ending a Conversation

When leaving, you can say:

•  “Bonne journée!” (Have a good day!)

•  “À bientôt.” (See you soon.)

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even native speakers can make mistakes. Here are the most frequent errors learners make and tips to correct

them.

1. Using “Bon matin” in Formal Situations

Because bon matin is informal and regional, it can be perceived as too casual in a business context. Stick to 

bonjour for formal settings.

2. Over �Pronouncing the “r” in Bonjour

French ris a uvular sound produced at the back of the throat. English speakers often pronounce it like the English

“r.” Practice with a native speaker or use pronunciation apps.



3. Mixing “Bonjour” with “Bonsoir” in the Morning

Using bonsoir(good evening) before 2 pm is incorrect. Reserve it for after 2 pm or when you’re in a setting that

starts late.

4. Forgetting Politeness in Formal Settings

In French culture, politeness is essential. When greeting a stranger or an elder, add “Monsieur” or “Madame” after 

bonjour.

Practice Scenarios: Build Your Confidence

Practice makes perfect. Try these role �play exercises to reinforce your skills.

Exercise 1: The Café Encounter

Situation: You’re at a Parisian café. The barista greets you with “Bonjour.” Respond appropriately.

Answer: “Bonjour, je voudrais un croissant, s’il vous plaît.”

Exercise 2: The Office Meeting

Situation: You’re attending a morning meeting with colleagues.

Answer: “Bonjour à tous. Je suis heureux d’être ici.” (Hello everyone. I’m happy to be here.)

Exercise 3: The Street Encounter

Situation: You bump into a neighbor in the morning.

Answer: “Bonjour, comment allez �vous?” (Hello, how are you?)

Exercise 4: The Group Greeting

Situation: You’re at a tour group meeting point.

Answer: “Bonjour tout le monde, prêts pour la visite?” (Good morning everyone, ready for the tour?)

Learning Resources to Enhance Your Skills

Below is a curated list of tools and resources to help you practice and master French greetings.

Online Courses

•  Duolingo – Interactive lessons with pronunciation practice.
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