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How to Get to Easter /Island: A Complete Travel Guide

Ever dreamed of walking among the world’s most iconic stone heads, the Moai, and standing on the windswept 

cliffs of Easter /Island? This remote volcanic island, located in the southeastern Pacific Ocean, is a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site and a destination that feels like stepping into another world. If you’re wondering how to get to 

Easter /Island, this guide will walk you through every step of the journey—from planning and booking flights to

navigating local transport and respecting cultural traditions.

Understanding Easter /Island: Why It’s Worth the Trip

Easter /Island, or Rapa Nuiin the native language, is famed for its massive stone statues, ancient cliffside temples,

and rich Polynesian heritage. The island’s isolation (over 2,000 miles from the nearest mainland) has preserved its

archaeological treasures, making it a top destination for history buffs, nature lovers, and adventure seekers alike.

Before you book a ticket, it’s helpful to know why the journey is worth the effort:

•  Unique Landscape: Volcanic peaks, black sand beaches, and lush green valleys.

•  Archaeological Marvels: Over 900 Moai statues, ceremonial platforms (ahu), and well-preserved cliffside 

carvings.

•  Cultural Immersion: Traditional music, dance, and local storytelling.

•  Wildlife: Seabirds, marine life, and endemic plant species.

Planning Your Trip: When and Where to Start

Timing and preparation are crucial because Easter Island’s remote location means travel options are limited and

can be expensive. Here’s how to get started:

1. Choose the Right Season

The island experiences a mild, dry climate from April to October, with the coolest months between June and

August. However, the most popular period is June through August, when the weather is perfect for hiking and

exploring. Traveling in the shoulder months (April, May, September, or October) can save you money and offer

fewer crowds.

2. Research Visa and Entry Requirements

Chile governs Easter Island, so you’ll need a Chilean visa if you’re not from a visa �exempt country. Most travelers

can obtain a visa on arrival at the airport, but it’s wise to check the latest requirements on the Chilean immigration

website or with your local consulate.

3. Budget Wisely

Flights, cruises, and on �island accommodation can be pricey. Allocate at least $3,000–$5,000 USD for a 10–14 day

trip, depending on your travel style. Look for package deals that include flights, transfers, and guided tours to

reduce costs.

Flights: The Most Direct Route to Rapa Nui



Flying is the fastest way to reach Easter Island, and most travelers opt for a flight from Santiago, Chile’s capital.

Here’s a step �by �step guide to booking your flight:

1. Book a Flight to Santiago

Start by booking a flight from your home country to Santiago. Major airlines—such as LATAM, American Airlines,

and United—offer nonstop or one �stop services to Santiago. Look for deals on travel aggregator sites or consider a

layover in a major hub like Miami, Houston, or Panama City for cheaper fares.

2. Connect to Easter /Island from Santiago

From Santiago, you’ll fly to Hanga Roa Airport (IPC)on Easter Island. The main carriers are LATAM and LATAM

Chile, offering direct daily flights. The flight duration is approximately 4.5–5 hours.

Tip:Book your Santiago �to �IPC flight at the same time as your inbound ticket to secure the best connection. Some

travel agencies bundle both legs into a single itinerary.

3. Check Flight Availability and Timing

Because the island’s population is small and tourism is regulated, flight schedules can change. Always confirm your

flight details 48 hours before departure. Consider booking a refundable ticket if you’re traveling during peak season.

4. Prepare for Customs and Immigration

Upon arrival at IPC, you’ll pass through customs and immigration. Chilean authorities will stamp your passport and

issue a temporary visa if needed. Keep your passport, boarding pass, and proof of onward travel handy.

Alternative: Sailing to Easter /Island by Cruise

For travelers who love the sea and a more leisurely pace, a cruise can be an unforgettable way to reach

Easter Island. Several cruise lines—including Holland America, Princess Cruises, and Celebrity Cruises—offer

itineraries that include Rapa Nui as a port of call.

1. Choose the Right Cruise Line

Look for cruises that offer “Pacific Adventure” or “South Pacific” routes. These voyages often include stops at Tahiti,

Fiji, and other South Pacific islands, giving you a broader cultural experience.

2. Understand the Schedule

Cruises to Easter Island typically depart from Los Angeles, San Diego, or Santiago. The trip can take 12–15 days,

with a 3–4 day port stay at Rapa Nui. Book early, as these itineraries fill up quickly.

3. Onboard Activities and Shore Excursions

Most cruises provide shore excursions that include guided tours of the Moai, hiking on Rano Raraku volcano, and

visits to local villages. Check the cruise’s shore activity list before booking to ensure it aligns with your interests.

Travel Tips for a Smooth Journey

Here are some practical tips to help you navigate the logistics of traveling to Easter /Island:

•  Book Early: Flights and cruises sell out fast, especially during peak season.

•  Pack Light: The island’s limited space means you’ll want to bring only essentials.

•  Bring Sunscreen and Water: UV exposure can be intense; hydration is key.

•  Respect Local Customs: Learn a few basic Rapa Nui phrases and cultural norms.



•  Travel Insurance: Include coverage for medical evacuation and trip cancellation.

Accommodation: Where to Stay on Easter /Island

Accommodation options range from budget hostels to luxury eco �resorts. The island’s small size means most

lodging is located in the capital, Hanga Roa, or near the main tourist sites.

1. Budget Options

Hostels and guesthouses offer simple, affordable rooms. Prices typically range from $30–$60 USD per night. Look

for places with kitchen facilities if you plan to cook.

2. Mid �Range Hotels

Several hotels provide comfortable rooms, Wi �Fi, and dining options. Expect rates between $80–$150 USD per 

night. Popular choices include the Hotel Rapa Nui and Hotel Rapa Nui 2.

3. Luxury Resorts

For those seeking a high �end experience, resorts like the Hotel Rapa Nui 3 and Hotel Rapa Nui 4offer spacious

suites, private pools, and personalized service. Rates start around $250 USD per night.

4. Eco �Friendly Lodging

Eco �resorts emphasize sustainability and local culture. The Hotel Rapa Nui Ecofocuses on solar power and waste

reduction, and offers guided cultural tours.

Cultural Etiquette: How to Respect the Local Community

Rapa Nui’s culture is deeply rooted in Polynesian traditions. Demonstrating respect will enhance your experience

and help preserve the island’s heritage.

•  Ask Before Photographing: Some locals may be uncomfortable with photos. Always request permission.

•  Dress Appropriately: Modest clothing is appreciated, especially when visiting sacred sites.

•  Use Local Currency: The Chilean peso (CLP) is the official currency. Credit cards are accepted in most hotels 

and restaurants.

•  Support Local Businesses: Buy souvenirs from artisans rather than mass �produced items.

•  Learn a Few Words: “Kia ora” (hello) and “Haere mai” (welcome) show goodwill.

Top Activities and Attractions on Easter /Island

Once you’ve arrived, there’s a wealth of activities to choose from. Below is a curated list of must �do experiences:

1. Visit the Moai Statues

Explore the iconic stone heads scattered across the island. Key sites include:

•  Statue Square (Mata Ahu): The largest concentration of Moai.

•  Rano Raraku: The volcanic quarry where the statues were carved.

•  Orongo: A cliffside site with ceremonial platforms.

2. Hike to the Summit of Rano Kau

Climb the 4,000 �foot volcano for panoramic views of the island and the Pacific Ocean. The trail takes 2–3 hours

roundtrip and is suitable for moderate hikers.

3. Explore the Archaeological Museum



The Rapa Nui National Museumin Hanga Roa houses artifacts, photographs, and a detailed history of the

island’s people.

4. Relax on the Beaches

Enjoy the black sand shores of Hanga Roa Beach or the turquoise waters of Te Puna Pau.

5. Experience a Traditional Hula Performance

Attend a nightly dance show featuring local performers, music, and storytelling.

6. Visit the Bird Sanctuary

See the island’s native bird species, including the endangered Rapa Nui rail.

Safety & Health: Staying Healthy in a Remote Location

Traveling to a remote island requires extra precautions. Here’s what to keep in mind:

•  Vaccinations: Ensure you’re up to date on routine vaccines. No specific vaccine is required for Easter /Island, 

but travelers should consult a travel clinic.

•  Water Safety: Tap water is safe to drink, but bottled water is recommended for peace of mind.

•  Sun Protection: Apply SPF 50 sunscreen regularly and wear a hat.

•  Altitude Sickness: The island’s highest point is 4,000 feet; most visitors won’t experience significant altitude 

problems.

•  Medical Facilities: Basic medical care is available in Hanga Roa; for serious conditions, evacuation to 

Santiago may be necessary.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1.  Do I need a visa to visit Easter /Island? Most travelers can obtain a Chilean visa on arrival, but it’s best to 

verify current requirements.

2.  What is the best time of year to visit? April to October offers mild weather; June to August is peak season.

3.  Can I rent a car on the island? There are no rental car services; local transportation is by taxi or guided tours.

4.  Is Easter /Island safe for solo travelers? Yes, the island is generally safe, but exercise common sense and stay 

in group tours for first �time visitors.

5.  How much does a guided tour cost? Prices vary; expect $50–$150 USD per day for a small group tour.

Conclusion: Your Journey Begins Here

Reaching Easter /Island is
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