GENERAL

how to find windows 8 product key

Published: September 3, 2026 | Index ID: #-

How to Find Your Windows /8 Product Key: A Complete, Step by Step Guide

When you install Windows 8, you're given a 25 character alphanumeric product key that proves you own a legitimate
copy of the operating system. Whether you're reinstalling, upgrading, or simply want to back up the key for future
reference, knowing how to locate that key on a running machine is essential. This guide walks you through every
reliable method to retrieve a Windows 8 product key, from built in Windows tools to third party utilities, and even how
to pull it from the BIOS for OEM devices. By the end of this article, you'll be able to recover your key in a matter of
minutes, no matter what version of Windows /8 you're running.

Why You Should Know Your Windows /8 Product Key

Windows 8 introduced several changes to licensing and activation that make the product key more important than
ever:

« Digital Licenses — Many Windows /8 installations use a digital license tied to the hardware, but the original key
is still needed for reinstallations on new devices.

* Hardware Upgrades —When you upgrade a hard drive or replace a motherboard, you may need the key to
reactivate Windows.

* Reinstallation and Recovery — A clean reinstall requires the key; without it, you'll be stuck on a trial version.

e Backup and Documentation — Keeping a record of the key protects you against data loss and ensures
compliance with licensing agreements.

Because of these scenarios, having a straightforward method for locating the key can save time and frustration.

Where Windows Stores the Product Key

Windows /8 stores the product key in a few places:

1. Registry — The key is encrypted and stored under HKLM\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows
NT\CurrentVersion\DigitalProductld.

2. BIOS/UEFI Firmware — Many OEM devices embed the key directly in the firmware, allowing Windows to
activate automatically.

3. Recovery Partition — Some manufacturers keep the key in a hidden recovery partition.

Because the key is encrypted in the registry, you can’t simply read it with a text editor. You'll need a tool or script to
decrypt it.

Method 1 — Using PowerShell to Retrieve the Key

Windows PowerShell offers a quick way to pull the key from the registry and display it in plain text. Follow these
steps:

1. Open PowerShell with administrative privileges:

Press Win /+ /X and select Windows PowerShell (Admin).



2. Alternatively, search for “PowerShell” in the Start menu, right click, and choose “Run as administrator”.

function Get-WindowsKey {
$digitalProductld = (Get-ltemProperty "HKLM:\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows
NT\CurrentVersion").DigitalProductld
$Skey ="
$isWing = $digitalProductld[66] -band 0x80
$digitalProductld[66] = $digitalProductld[66] -band Ox7F
$i=52
$char=0
while ($i -ge 52) {
$value =0
for ($j = 14; $j -ge 0; $j--) {
$value = $value * 256
$value = $value + $digitalProductld[$i + $j]
}
$digitalProductld[$i + 14] = $value % 24
$value = [math]::Floor($value / 24)
$key = "ABCDEFGHJKLMNPQRSTUVWXYZ23456789"[$value] + $key
$i=%i-1
}

return $key

}
Get-WindowsKey

After running the script, PowerShell will display a 25 character key formatted like
XXXXX XXXXX XXXXX XXXXX XXXS@Xe it somewhere safe.

Why This Works

The script reads the DigitalProductld binary value, decodes it, and converts the result into the standard product key
format. It works on Windows /8, 8.1, and even Windows /10, making it a versatile solution.

Method 2 — Using the Command Prompt

If you prefer the classic command line, you can retrieve the key with a short batch file. Here’s how:

1. Open Command Prompt as administrator:

Press Win /+ /X, select Command Prompt (Admin) or Windows PowerShell (Admin).

@echo off

setlocal

set "regkey=HKLM\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows NT\CurrentVersion"

for /f "tokens=3*" %%a in ('reg query "%regkey%" /v DigitalProductld | find "DigitalProductld™) do set "dpid=%%b"
echo %dpid% &gt; "%temp%\dpid.bin"

certutil -decode "%temp%)\dpid.bin" "%temp%\dpid.bin" >nul



certutil -dump "%temp%\dpid.bin" | findstr /v "DigitalProductld" | findstr /r /c:"[A-Z0-9]" > "%temp%\key.txt"
type "%temp%)\key.txt"

del "%temp%)\dpid.bin" "%temp%\key.txt"

endlocal

Double click the file. A command window will pop up, and your key will appear at the bottom. Close the window after
you've copied the key.

Why Use This Method?

It doesn't rely on PowerShell and can run on older Windows installations where PowerShell might be disabled.
However, it requires a few extra steps to decode the binary value.

Method 3 — Using aThird Party Utility

Several reputable utilities can retrieve the product key with a single click. These tools also support other Windows
versions, making them handy if you plan to upgrade or migrate to Windows /10/11.

Magical Jelly Bean KeyFinder

1. Download the free Magical Jelly Bean KeyFinder from the official website.

2. Run the installer and launch the program.

3. The application automatically scans the registry and displays your Windows product key, as well as keys for
other installed software.

ProduKey by NirSoft

1. Download ProduKey from the NirSoft website.
2. Run ProduKey.exe — no installation is required.
3. The program lists the product keys for Windows, Microsoft Office, and other Microsoft products.

Why Choose aThird Party Tool?

e They are quick and user friendly, especially for non technical users.
e They can retrieve keys from multiple products in one place.
¢ They often support hidden or OEM keys that are embedded in the BIOS.

Method 4 — Pulling the Key from the BIOS/UEFI Firmware

Many OEM manufacturers embed the Windows 8 product key directly into the BIOS/UEFI firmware. Windows
automatically reads the key during installation, which is why you may not see it on the screen. If you need the key
for a clean reinstall on a different drive, you can extract it using a small utility.

Using RWEverything

1. Download the free RWEverything tool.
2. Open the application and navigate to Device > BIOS > BIOS Settings.
3. Look for the Product Key field. It will display the 25 character key.

Using RWInno (For Advanced Users)

This utility reads the UEFI variable directly. It's more technical but can be useful if RWEverything doesn’t show the
key.



. Download RWInno from a trusted source.

. Run the program as administrator.

. Navigate to UEFI Variables and locate Microsoft Windows Product Key.
. Copy the key from the displayed value.
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Why BIOS Retrieval Matters

When you replace the motherboard or move to a new system, the embedded key may not transfer automatically.
Having the BIOS key handy ensures you can activate Windows on the new hardware without purchasing a fresh
license.

Method 5 — Checking the Recovery Partition

Some OEMs store the product key in a hidden recovery partition. If you have access to that partition, you can
extract the key using a few steps.

1. Open Disk Management (right click Start > Disk Management).

2. ldentify the hidden recovery partition (usually Recovery or OEM).

3. Assign a drive letter temporarily: right click the partition > Change Drive Letter and Paths > Add > choose a
letter.

4. Navigate to the drive in File Explorer and look for a file named WindowsProductKey.txt or similar.

5. Open the file to view the key. If the file is missing, the OEM may not store the key in the partition.

Method 6 — Using the Windows 8 Activation Troubleshooter

If you're having activation issues and suspect the key is incorrect or missing, the built in troubleshooter can help you
locate it.

Press Win /+ /1 to open Settings.

Navigate to Update &amp; Security > Activation.

If activation fails, click Troubleshoot.

4. Follow the prompts. The troubleshooter may display the key or offer to retrieve it from the BIOS.
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While this method doesn’t display the key directly, it confirms whether the system can locate the embedded key
and reactivate automatically.

Method 7 — Using a Windows 8.1 or Windows 10 Installer

When you install Windows /8.1 or Windows /10 on a machine that already has Windows /8 activated, the installer often
detects the existing license and activates automatically. If you're reinstalling Windows 8, you can use a Windows 8.1
or Windows 10 ISO to extract the key.

1. Download the Windows 8.1 ISO from the Microsoft Media Creation Tool.
2. Create a bootable USB drive using Rufus.

3. Boot from the USB and proceed to the installation screen.

4. When prompted for a product key, click Skip.
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