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Introduction

Drawing Bugs Bunny is a delightful way to explore the world of cartoon illustration while honing your artistic skills.

Whether you’re a beginner eager to learn the basics or an experienced artist looking to add a classic character to

your portfolio, this guide will walk you through the process of creating a recognizable Bugs Bunny figure, step by

step. By breaking the illustration into manageable stages, you’ll gain confidence in each element—from the iconic

ears to the mischievous grin—and learn how to bring the beloved rabbit to life on paper.

Materials & Tools

Before you start, gather a few essential supplies. While you can use any drawing surface, a smooth sketch pad or a

light �weight illustration board works best for clean lines. For the drawing itself, consider the following:

•  Graphite pencils (HB for sketching, 2B or 4B for shading)

•  Mechanical pencils (0.5 /mm or 0.7 /mm) for fine details

•  Eraser (kneaded or rubber) for corrections

•  Blending stump or cotton swab for smooth shading

•  Sharpener for consistent line quality

•  Optional: Inking pens or fine liners for line art refinement

For a digital version, a tablet with a stylus and a drawing app such as Procreate, Clip Studio Paint, or Adobe

Photoshop will allow you to experiment with layers, colors, and effects.

Step-by-Step Guide

1. Outline the Basic Shapes

1.  Start by sketching a large oval for the head. Bugs Bunny’s head is slightly elongated, giving him a playful, 

elongated profile.

2.  Below the head, draw a smaller oval for the body. Keep the body proportionate to the head—roughly half the 

head’s height.

3.  Connect the head and body with a gentle curve to form the neck. This establishes the overall posture.

4.  Use a light pencil to outline the general stance: a slightly tilted torso, one leg forward and the other slightly 

back, suggesting a relaxed, walking pose.

At this stage, focus on getting the proportions right. Bugs Bunny’s limbs are slightly longer than the body, giving him

that lanky, cartoonish charm.

2. Shape the Head and Ears

1.  Refine the head by adding a subtle curve to the top, creating a slightly rounded crown that hints at the 

rabbit’s skull.

2.  Sketch the ears: two long, vertical rectangles that taper at the bottom. Bugs Bunny’s ears are almost as tall 

as his head, so keep them proportionate.

3.  Inside each ear, draw a thin, slightly curved line to indicate the inner ear. This adds depth without cluttering 

the design.



4.  Place a small, rounded triangle at the center of the head for the nose, slightly below the eye line.

Remember, the ears are a signature element. They should appear slightly oversized, adding to the character’s

whimsical feel.

3. Define the Facial Features

1.  Position the eyes: Bugs Bunny’s eyes are large and slightly almond �shaped. Place them just above the nose, 

separated by a small space.

2.  Within each eye, add a small circle for the pupil and a tiny white highlight to give life.

3.  Draw the mouth: a curved line that starts near the nose and extends slightly beyond the face’s width. Add a 

subtle “M” shape at the center to represent the upper lip.

4.  Sketch the whisker lines: three short strokes on each side of the muzzle, angled outward.

Facial features are key to capturing Bugs Bunny’s mischievous expression. Keep the eyes expressive and the

mouth slightly open to suggest a playful grin.

4. Construct the Body and Limbs

1.  From the body oval, draw the upper arms as curved lines that gently bend at the elbows.

2.  For the forearms, add a subtle bulge to indicate muscle tone. Bugs Bunny’s forearms are relatively slender.

3.  Sketch the hands: simple mitten �like shapes with three fingers each, slightly curled at the tips.

4.  Move to the legs: draw the upper thighs as slightly curved segments, then the lower legs as elongated, 

tapering shapes. The front leg should be slightly bent to show motion.

5.  Complete the feet: add small, rounded toe shapes. Bugs Bunny’s feet are small compared to his body, giving 

him a balanced look.

When drawing the limbs, remember that cartoon anatomy often exaggerates proportions for comedic effect. A

slightly oversized head paired with a lean body creates the classic “rubber hose” style.

5. Add the Tail and Final Details

1.  Sketch a small, fluffy tail at the back of the body. Bugs Bunny’s tail is short and rounded, adding a touch of 

cuteness.

2.  Refine the ears by adding a subtle inner lining and a small tuft of fur at the tips.

3.  Enhance the facial features: darken the pupils, deepen the eye whites, and add a subtle shadow beneath the 

nose.

4.  Outline the entire figure with a darker pencil or ink to lock in the clean lines.

5.  Erase any stray construction lines, leaving a crisp, finished drawing.

At this point, your Bugs Bunny illustration should resemble a recognizable cartoon rabbit, ready for color or further

refinement.

6. Shading & Texture (Optional)

If you wish to add depth, use a softer pencil (2B or 4B) to shade the underside of the ears, the belly, and the inner

parts of the limbs. Blend gently with a stump to keep the shading smooth. For a more polished look, you can add a

subtle gradient of gray around the ears and a slight shadow under the chin to imply volume.

7. Color (Optional)

When coloring Bugs Bunny, use a classic palette: light gray for the fur, darker gray for shadows, and a pale pink or

light tan for the inner ears and muzzle. Keep the colors flat to maintain the cartoon style, or experiment with a

subtle gradient for a modern twist. Add a small splash of color to the eyes—perhaps a hint of blue or green—to give

them a lively appearance.



Tips for Mastering Bugs Bunny

•  Study Reference Images: Look at classic Looney Tunes shorts and official artwork to capture the subtle 

nuances of Bugs Bunny’s proportions and expressions.

•  Practice the Signature Pose: Bugs Bunny often appears in a relaxed, slightly tilted stance. Repeating this 

pose will help you internalize the character’s natural posture.

•  Use Light Construction Lines: Keep your initial sketches light so you can easily adjust proportions without 

damaging the paper.

•  Embrace Exaggeration: Cartoon characters thrive on exaggerated features—don’t be afraid to make the ears 

longer or the grin wider.

•  Experiment with Expressions: Bugs Bunny’s charm comes from his playful grin, raised eyebrows, and 

mischievous eyes. Try different facial expressions to see how they change his personality.

Practice Exercises

1.  Draw Bugs Bunny in a running pose: elongate the limbs and add dynamic lines to convey motion.

2.  Sketch Bugs Bunny holding a carrot: practice adding props while maintaining the character’s proportions.

3.  Create a series of facial expressions: surprise, anger, joy, and sadness, to understand how subtle changes 

alter the character’s mood.

4.  Reproduce a scene from a classic Looney Tunes episode, focusing on background details and other 

characters to place Bugs Bunny in context.

Resources for Further Learning

•  Books: Cartoonist: An Introduction to the Art of Cartooning by Tom S. Brown provides foundational principles 

for cartoon anatomy.

•  Online Courses: Platforms like Skillshare and Udemy offer specific lessons on drawing Looney Tunes 

characters.

•  YouTube Channels: Search for “Bugs Bunny drawing tutorial” to find step �by �step video guides.

•  Digital Asset Libraries: Websites such as DeviantArt and Behance host fan art and tutorials that can inspire 

your own style.

Conclusion

Learning how to draw Bugs Bunny step by step is more than just copying a cartoon rabbit—it’s an invitation to

explore the fundamentals of proportion, expression, and character design. By breaking the illustration into clear

stages, practicing regularly, and experimenting with variations, you’ll develop a confident, personalized style that

captures the essence of this iconic character. Whether you keep the illustration simple and line �based or add color

and shading for depth, the process of creating Bugs Bunny will enrich your artistic toolkit and bring a touch of

classic animation into your own work.
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