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How Great Is Our God: A Deep Dive into the Lyrics and Their Impact

When a song becomes more than just a melody—when it touches hearts, stirs souls, and becomes a soundtrack 

for faith—its lyrics deserve a closer look. “How Great Is Our God” by Chris /Tomlin, a staple in contemporary 

worship, has done just that. Released in 2008 as part of the album Arriving, the track has since been sung in

churches worldwide, recorded by countless artists, and used in countless moments of personal devotion. But what

makes its words so powerful? How do the verses, chorus, and bridge come together to paint a picture of divine

majesty? This article explores the lyrical content, theological depth, musical arrangement, and cultural influence of

one of the most beloved worship songs of the 21st century.

1. The Song’s Genesis: From Hymn to Contemporary Classic

Chris Tomlin, known for his knack for crafting memorable worship anthems, co �wrote “How Great Is Our God” with

Jesse Walton and Phil Keller. The trio drew inspiration from a centuries �old hymn, “The God of Abraham, the God of

Isaac, the God of Jacob.” By re �imagining the classic in a modern context, they created a bridge between traditional

hymnody and contemporary worship music.

The original hymn, written by Isaac Watts in the 1700s, celebrates the enduring faithfulness of God. Tomlin and his

collaborators maintained the hymn’s core message while infusing it with a contemporary musical language that

resonates with today's worshippers. This blend of old and new is a key factor in the song’s universal appeal.

2. A Breakdown of the Lyrics

The structure of “How Great Is Our God” is straightforward yet profoundly moving. It follows a classic verse–chorus–

bridge pattern, allowing listeners to absorb the message gradually while building emotional intensity.

The opening verse sets the stage by reflecting on humanity’s place in the world and the awe-inspiring nature of

God’s creation. The lyric “From the dust to the stars, from the earth to the heavens” paints a panoramic view of

creation, reminding listeners that every aspect of the universe points to the Creator.

The chorus is where the song’s title repeats, becoming an affirmation of God’s greatness. The line “How great is

our God, how great is our God, how great is our God” is simple but powerful. Its repetition serves both a musical

hook and a meditative mantra, allowing congregants to internalize the truth of God’s majesty.

In the second verse, the focus shifts to God’s personal relationship with humanity. The lyric “In the silence of the

night, in the morning light” evokes the intimacy of prayer and the constant presence of God in everyday moments.

The bridge elevates the song’s emotional crescendo, with lines like “You are the hope that lifts us higher.” This

segment emphasizes the transformative power of faith, encouraging believers to look beyond the present and trust

in God’s eternal promise.

The final chorus repeats the central refrain, but this time with an added layer of gratitude: “You are the hope that

lifts us higher.” The outro fades into a gentle instrumental, allowing the congregation to reflect on the words they

have just sung.

3. Theological Themes Embedded in the Lyrics



While the song’s structure is musically engaging, its theological depth is what truly sets it apart. Below are key

themes that the lyrics touch upon.

•  Creation and Sovereignty: The opening lines highlight God’s creative power, reminding listeners that all of 

existence points to a divine author.

•  Personal Relationship: The verses emphasize God’s closeness, encouraging believers to seek Him in both 

quiet moments and daily life.

•  Hope and Redemption: The bridge’s focus on hope speaks to the Christian promise of redemption and the 

assurance that God’s love transcends human limitations.

•  Adoration and Worship: The repeated chorus serves as a liturgical call to worship, inviting congregants to join 

in collective praise.

4. Musical Composition and Its Role in Amplifying the Message

The musical arrangement of “How Great Is Our God” is deliberately designed to support the lyrical content. The

song is set in a moderate tempo, usually around 70–80 beats per minute, allowing the congregation to sing along

without rushing. The chord progression follows a simple yet uplifting pattern that evokes a sense of triumph.

Instrumentation typically includes acoustic guitar, piano, and a steady drumbeat. The use of layered vocals during

the chorus creates a rich, communal soundscape, reinforcing the idea that worship is a shared experience. The

bridge often introduces a subtle crescendo in the instrumentation, building anticipation before the final chorus.

5. How the Song Has Been Used Across Worship Settings

Since its release, “How Great Is Our God” has become a staple in churches of all denominations. Here are some

ways it’s been incorporated:

1.  Sunday Services: Many pastors use the song as a mid �service anthem, often following a sermon on God’s 

majesty.

2.  Special Occasions: The song is frequently played at baptisms, confirmations, and memorial services to 

underscore God’s enduring presence.

3.  Personal Devotion: The simplicity of the lyrics makes it a favorite for private worship, especially during 

moments of prayer or reflection.

4.  Live Recordings and Tours: Artists like Chris /Tomlin, Hillsong, and Passion have performed the song in large 

venues, turning it into a communal celebration of faith.

6. The Song’s Global Reach and Cultural Impact

Beyond the English �speaking world, “How Great Is Our God” has been translated into dozens of languages. Its

universal themes of awe, hope, and worship resonate across cultures, making it a global anthem of faith. The

song’s inclusion in worship playlists on streaming platforms like Spotify and Apple Music has further cemented its

place in contemporary Christian culture.

7. Personal Reflections: Why the Lyrics Speak to Millions

Readers often ask why this particular set of words resonates so deeply. The answer lies in the song’s balance of

simplicity and depth. The lyrics are easy enough for children to learn, yet they contain theological richness that

invites lifelong study. Moreover, the repetitive structure allows the words to settle into the listener’s heart, turning an

ordinary hymn into a personal meditation.

8. How to Incorporate the Song into Your Worship Experience

For those looking to deepen their engagement with “How Great Is Our God,” here are practical tips:

•  Study the Lyrics: Read the words multiple times, noting the imagery and theological references.



•  Sing Aloud: Vocalizing the lyrics can help internalize the message and bring a deeper sense of worship.

•  Reflect on Each Verse: Pause after each verse to consider what each line means for your personal life.

•  Incorporate into Prayer: Use the chorus as a prayer of adoration, repeating the phrase “How great is our God” 

as a mantra.

•  Share with Others: Encourage friends or family to join in singing or to discuss the song’s meaning.

9. The Song’s Legacy in Contemporary Worship Music

“How Great Is Our God” has influenced a generation of worship leaders and songwriters. Its success proved that

contemporary worship could still honor traditional hymns while reaching new audiences. Many modern worship

songs now follow a similar structure, blending familiar theological themes with accessible musical arrangements.

10. Final Thoughts: The Enduring Power of Worship Lyrics

In an era where music often focuses on personal expression, “How Great Is Our God” reminds us that worship can

be both personal and communal, simple and profound. Its lyrics serve as a timeless reminder of God’s sovereignty,

intimacy, and hope. Whether you sing it in a crowded church, in a quiet room, or even in your head, the words have

the power to shift your perspective and deepen your faith.

Conclusion

From its roots in a 1700s hymn to its place in modern worship, “How Great Is Our God” showcases the enduring

impact of well �crafted lyrics. By blending theological depth with musical accessibility, the song invites listeners from

all walks of life to join in a celebration of divine greatness. Whether you are a seasoned worship leader or a new

believer, the lyrics of this song offer a powerful reminder that God’s majesty transcends time, culture, and language.

Let the words continue to inspire, uplift, and transform your spiritual journey.
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