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Discover Hawaii’s Big Island: The Ultimate Guidebook by Andrew Doughty

When it comes to island adventures, the Big Island of Hawaii stands out with its volcanic wonders, lush rainforests, 

and dramatic coastlines. Whether you’re a seasoned traveler or a first �time visitor, navigating this diverse landscape 

can be overwhelming. That’s why Andrew Doughty’s “Hawaii The Big Island Revealed: Ultimate Guidebook”

has become an indispensable resource. This comprehensive guide blends practical travel advice with insider tips,

ensuring you experience the island’s best without missing hidden treasures.

Why the Big Island Is a Must �Visit Destination

The Big Island is the largest of the Hawaiian Islands, offering a remarkable contrast of ecosystems—from active

volcanoes to sugarcane plantations, from black sand beaches to tropical rainforests. Its unique geography means

you can witness sunrise over a volcanic crater one moment and sunset on a serene beach the next. Andrew

Doughty’s guidebook captures this duality, presenting a balanced view of popular attractions and off �the �beaten

paths.

Planning Your Trip: When and How

When to Visit

While the Big Island enjoys a tropical climate year �round, the experience varies by season:

•  Summer (June–August): Warmest temperatures, ideal for beach activities. However, popular spots like 

Waikoloa Beach Resort can feel crowded.

•  Fall (September–November): Mild weather, fewer crowds, and lower accommodation rates.

•  Winter (December–February): Cooler temperatures in higher elevations, excellent for stargazing at Mauna 

Kea. Some waterfalls may have reduced flow.

•  Spring (March–May): Lush landscapes with blooming flowers; a great time for hiking and wildlife spotting.

Best Time for Weather and Activities

For volcanic tours, the dry season (April–October) offers clearer skies and less rain, making it easier to navigate

the park’s trails. Water sports enthusiasts should consider the summer months for calmer seas, while stargazers

prefer the crisp winter nights.

Budget Tips

1.  Book flights well in advance, especially during peak travel periods.

2.  Rent a car early; the Big Island’s attractions are spread out.

3.  Opt for local eateries and farmers’ markets to save on meals.

4.  Take advantage of free activities such as hiking and beach days.

Getting There and Around the Island

Flights



Hilo International Airport (ITO) and Kona International Airport (KOA) serve the island’s two main regions. KOA is

typically the more convenient entry point for international travelers, offering a broader range of airlines and direct

flights from the mainland United States.

Car Rental

A rental car is essential for exploring the Big Island’s vast distances. Andrew Doughty recommends booking a

vehicle early and choosing a model that can handle both coastal roads and rugged terrain. Consider a 4 �wheel drive

if you plan to visit higher elevations or remote beaches.

Public Transport

While buses are available, they can be infrequent and limited to certain routes. For flexibility, a car or rental scooter

is preferable. However, if you prefer not to drive, several tour operators offer day trips to major attractions.

Top Attractions: The Big Island’s Must �See Sights

Hawaiian Volcanoes National Park

Home to Kilauea, one of the world’s most active volcanoes, this park is a highlight for any visitor. The guidebook

details the best viewpoints, such as the Kilauea Visitor Center and the Jaggar Museum, and offers safety tips for

exploring the park’s trails.

Mauna Kea

Known for its world �class stargazing, Mauna Kea’s summit hosts numerous observatories. Andrew Doughty explains

the logistics of visiting, including the need for acclimatization, the best times for clear skies, and how to navigate the

mountain’s restricted areas.

Hilo vs. Kona: Two Worlds

Hilo, on the island’s windward side, boasts lush rainforests, waterfalls, and the historic Liliuokalani Gardens. Kona,

on the leeward side, is famous for its sunny beaches, coffee farms, and the iconic Mauna Kea summit. The

guidebook helps travelers decide where to stay based on interests—whether it’s adventure, relaxation, or culture.

Hidden Gems: Off �the �Beaten Path Experiences

Akaka Falls State Park

While not as renowned as Rainbow Falls, Akaka Falls offers a serene 100 �foot drop surrounded by tropical foliage—

a perfect spot for photography enthusiasts.

Pu+·V†öàua o H�Öæ�Væ�R�æ�F–öæ�Â�†—7F÷&–6�Â��ark

Once a place of refuge for ancient Hawaiians, this park now offers cultural insights and scenic hikes. Andrew

Doughty highlights the best times to visit to avoid crowds.

Hulihe+¶R��alace

A former royal vacation home turned museum, Hulihe+¶P Palace provides a glimpse into Hawaii’s regal past. The

guidebook recommends visiting early in the morning to enjoy the peaceful gardens.

Food & Culture: Savoring the Island’s Flavors

Local Cuisine

The Big Island’s culinary scene blends indigenous Hawaiian traditions with global influences. Must �try dishes



include:

•  Kalua Pig – slow �cooked pork with a smoky flavor.

•  Poi – a staple made from taro root.

•  Plate Lunch – a hearty combination of rice, macaroni salad, and protein.

•  Hawaiian Coffee – grown in Kona’s volcanic soil.

Cultural Sites

Beyond the parks, the island hosts numerous cultural centers:

•  Pu+·V†öàua o H�Öæ�Væ�R�7VÇGW al Center – interactive exhibits about Hawaiian heritage.

•  Hawai+¶’�Volcanoes Cultural Center – showcases the island’s volcanic history.

•  Ali+¶’�°ula Hawaiian Cultural Center – offers classes in hula and lei making.

Festivals and Events

The island’s calendar is rich with celebrations:

•  Hawaii Food and Wine Festival (October) – showcases local produce and spirits.

•  Hawai+¶’�7VÇGW al Festival (April) – features music, dance, and art.

•  Mauna Kea Stargazing Events (Winter) – open to the public.

Activities & Adventures: From Hiking to Stargazing

Hiking Trails

Andrew Doughty’s guidebook lists the top trails, ranging from easy walks to challenging climbs:

•  Kalapana Trail – a scenic walk along volcanic lava fields.

•  Mauna Kea Summit Trail – for the adventurous, offering panoramic views.

•  Waipio Valley Trail – a steep descent into a lush valley.

Water Sports

The island’s diverse waters support a variety of activities:

•  Snorkeling at Kealakekua Bay – known for its clear waters and marine life.

•  Surfing at Hapuna Beach – suitable for beginners and advanced surfers.

•  Deep �Sea Fishing – catch mahi �mahi, marlin, and tuna.

Stargazing at Mauna Kea

With minimal light pollution, Mauna Kea offers unparalleled stargazing opportunities. Andrew Doughty explains the

best observatories to visit, the necessary gear, and the etiquette for respecting the sacred mountain.

Practical Tips for a Smooth Trip

Safety Guidelines

Volcanic activity can change rapidly. Always check the USGS updates before visiting the park. Keep a safe distance

from active vents and follow park signage.

Packing Essentials

Layered clothing, sturdy hiking boots, a waterproof jacket, and a reusable water bottle are must �haves. Don’t forget

sunscreen, a hat, and a small first �aid kit.

Etiquette and Respect



Respect local customs, especially on sacred sites. Always ask before photographing people, and adhere to the

“Leave No Trace” principles in natural areas.

Andrew Doughty’s Guidebook: Why It Stands Out

Why This Guide?

Andrew Doughty’s guidebook offers a unique blend of historical context, practical travel advice, and personal

anecdotes. Its detailed maps and insider tips set it apart from generic travel books.

Key Takeaways

•  Comprehensive itineraries for 3 �, 5 �, and 7 �day trips.

•  In �depth profiles of local communities and their traditions.

•  Photographic guides to the best sunrise, sunset, and stargazing spots.

•  Budget �friendly suggestions for accommodations and dining.

How to Use the Guide

Whether you’re a solo traveler or a family, the guidebook’s modular structure allows you to pick and choose

sections that match your interests. Use the “Quick Reference” tables for day �to �day planning, and refer to the “Safety

& Preparedness” chapter before heading into remote areas.

Conclusion: Your Ultimate Big Island Adventure Awaits

From the volcanic majesty of Kilauea to the tranquil beaches of Kona, the Big Island offers an unforgettable

tapestry of experiences. Armed with Andrew Doughty’s “Hawaii The Big Island Revealed: Ultimate Guidebook,”

you’ll navigate this paradise with confidence, uncovering both the well �known wonders and the hidden treasures that

make the island truly special. Pack your bags, hit the road, and let the Big Island reveal
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