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Understanding the Form SSA �455 OCR SM 10 2013: A Complete Guide

When applying for Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI), the first hurdle many applicants face is the 

paperwork. The Form SSA �455 OCR SM 10 2013is a key document in this process. It’s the official application used

by the Social Security Administration (SSA) to evaluate a claim for disability benefits. This guide will walk you

through what the form is, why the OCR and SM 10 2013 designation matters, how to fill it out correctly, and best

practices for submitting a strong application.

What Is the Form SSA �455?

The SSA �455, officially titled “Application for Social Security Disability Insurance,” is the primary form used by

applicants to request SSDI benefits. It collects essential information about your medical condition, employment

history, and personal details. The form is available in both paper and electronic formats, but many applicants still

use the paper version because it’s widely distributed at local SSA offices and through the internet.

The OCR(Optical Character Recognition) designation indicates that the form is designed to be scanned and read

by computer software. This feature helps SSA process applications more efficiently and reduces the risk of human

error during data entry. The “SM 10 2013” part of the name refers to the specific version of the form that was

released in 2013. It’s important to use the most recent version because it contains updated instructions, new

questions, and improved layout designed to capture accurate information.

Why Use the Latest Version?

•  Updated medical terminology and coding.

•  Revised questions that align with the latest SSA policy changes.

•  Enhanced layout for easier readability by both applicants and SSA staff.

•  Improved OCR compatibility, reducing processing delays.

Key Sections of the Form SSA �455 OCR SM 10 2013

The form is organized into several major sections, each designed to capture specific information. Below is a

breakdown of each section and what you need to know when completing it.

1. Personal Information

This section requests basic data such as your name, Social Security number, address, and contact details.

Accuracy here is crucial because any mismatch can delay your claim.

2. Medical Information

The medical portion is the heart of the application. It requires details about your diagnosis, symptoms, treatments,

and how your condition limits your daily activities. You’ll need to provide:

•  Primary diagnosis codes (ICD �10).

•  Dates of onset and treatment.

•  Names of treating physicians.

•  Descriptions of functional limitations.



3. Work History

SSA evaluates your work history to determine eligibility. This section asks for:

•  Employer names and addresses.

•  Job titles and duties.

•  Dates of employment.

•  Hours worked per week.

4. Additional Information

Here you can provide any extra details that might support your claim, such as:

•  Previous disability claims.

•  Participation in vocational rehabilitation.

•  Any other relevant medical or legal documents.

Step �by �Step Instructions for Completing the Form

Filling out the Form SSA �455 OCR SM 10 2013 correctly can significantly impact the speed and outcome of your

application. Follow these steps to ensure a thorough and accurate submission.

Step 1: Gather All Necessary Documents

1.  Medical records from all treating physicians.

2.  Prescription history.

3.  Hospital discharge summaries.

4.  Work records, including pay stubs and W �2 forms.

5.  Any previous disability claims or correspondence.

Step 2: Download the Correct Version

Visit the official SSA website and search for “Form SSA �455 OCR SM 10 2013.” Download the PDF to ensure you

have the latest layout and instructions.

Step 3: Read the Instructions Carefully

Before you start filling out the form, read the instruction sheet that accompanies the PDF. The instructions clarify

the meaning of each field, provide examples, and warn against common mistakes.

Step 4: Enter Personal Information Accurately

Double �check your Social Security number, name, and address. A typo can cause your application to be held up for

verification.

Step 5: Provide Detailed Medical Information

•  Use the exact diagnosis codes as listed in your medical records.

•  Describe symptoms in plain language and link them to functional limitations.

•  Attach copies of all relevant medical documentation.

Step 6: Document Work History Thoroughly

List all jobs from the past 15 years. Include job titles, responsibilities, and how your disability impacted your ability

to perform those tasks.

Step 7: Review and Proofread

After completing the form, read through each section again. Check for:



•  Spelling errors.

•  Missing information.

•  Inconsistent dates.

Step 8: Sign and Date the Form

Both you and your treating physician must sign the form where indicated. The physician’s signature confirms the

medical information provided.

Step 9: Submit the Application

You can submit the completed form in several ways:

•  Mail it to your local SSA office.

•  Drop it off in person.

•  Submit electronically via the SSA’s online portal.

When mailing, use a tracked delivery method to confirm receipt.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Even small oversights can delay your claim. Here are frequent mistakes and tips to prevent them.

Missing Medical Documentation

Failing to attach all relevant medical records can result in a denial or request for additional information. Keep a

checklist of required documents and confirm each one is included before submission.

Incorrect Diagnosis Codes

Using outdated or incorrect ICD �10 codes may cause your claim to be misclassified. Verify the codes with your

treating physician or a medical coder.

Inconsistent Work History

Discrepancies between the employment dates you provide and those on your tax records can raise red flags. Align

the dates precisely.

Failure to Sign

Both you and your physician must sign. A missing signature can automatically invalidate the form.

What Happens After You Submit?

Once the SSA receives your Form SSA �455 OCR SM 10 2013, the processing steps are as follows:

1.  Initial Review: SSA staff verify the completeness of the application.

2.  Medical Evidence Review: A medical review officer evaluates your condition against the SSA’s disability 

criteria.

3.  Work Capacity Assessment: Your work history is matched against the SSA’s 12 �month work test.

4.  Decision: The SSA issues a decision letter. If approved, benefits start on the date of application.

5.  Appeal Process: If denied, you can appeal within 60 days.

Estimated Timeline

The average processing time for a first �time SSDI claim is about 3 to 4 months, but it can vary based on the

complexity of the case and the backlog at your local office.



Tips for Strengthening Your Claim

Beyond completing the form accurately, there are additional strategies to improve your chances of approval.

Provide a Detailed Functional Summary

Include a written statement that outlines how your disability limits your ability to perform everyday tasks, such as

dressing, cooking, or driving. This helps the SSA understand the real-world impact of your condition.

Include Letters from Employers or Supervisors

If your employer has documented your limitations or accommodations, attach those letters. They provide an

objective view of your work performance.

Use a Consistent Date Format

SSA prefers dates in the format MM/DD/YYYY. Inconsistent formats can cause confusion and delay processing.

Seek Professional Assistance

Consider hiring a disability attorney or advocate. They can review your application, ensure all evidence is

submitted, and represent you during hearings if needed.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Do I need to use the OCR version of the form?

A: While the OCR feature is not mandatory, using the OCR �compatible version helps ensure that the SSA’s

automated systems can read your data accurately, speeding up processing.

Q: Can I submit the form electronically?

A: Yes. The SSA offers an online portal where you can upload a scanned copy of the completed form. Ensure the

PDF is high quality and that all fields are legible.

Q: What if I make a mistake after submitting?

A: Contact your local SSA office as soon as possible. You may be able to submit a corrected form or additional

documentation.

Q: How long does the appeal process take?

A: The appeal timeline varies but typically takes 4 to 6 months. Each level of appeal (reconsideration, hearing,

federal court) has its own schedule.

Conclusion

Completing the Form SSA �455 OCR SM 10 2013accurately is a critical step in securing Social Security Disability

Insurance. By understanding the form’s structure, gathering comprehensive medical and work evidence, and

following a meticulous step �by �step process, you can increase your chances of a timely and favorable decision.

Remember to keep copies of all documents, stay organized, and seek professional guidance if you encounter

challenges. With careful preparation and attention to detail, you’ll be well on your way to obtaining the benefits you

deserve.
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