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Farewell to Arms Quotes with Page Numbers: A Deep Dive into
Hemingway’s Masterpiece

Ernest Hemingway's A Farewell to Armsis more than just a war novel; it is a lyrical exploration of love, loss, and the
human condition set against the backdrop of World War I. The book’s enduring power lies in its sparse, emotionally
resonant prose and the unforgettable moments that capture the essence of the era. For students, scholars, and
literature lovers alike, having a curated list of the novel's most memorable quotes—complete with page numbers—
can be a valuable reference for study, discussion, and reflection.

Below, we provide a comprehensive, 2000 plus word guide that includes the most iconic passages fros Farewell

to Arms, each accompanied by its page number from the 2005 Penguin Classics edition (the most widely used
reference for academic work). We also offer contextual analysis, thematic insights, and practical tips for citing these
quotes in essays and presentations. Whether you're preparing a research paper or simply want to deepen your
appreciation of Hemingway'’s craft, this article is your go to resource.

Why “Farewell to Arms” Quotes Matter

Hemingway's writing style—often called the “lceberg Theory’—relies on surface simplicity to hint at deeper
emotional currents. A single line can carry the weight of an entire narrative arc. When you study a quote with its
exact page reference, you can:

Locate the passage quickly in any edition.

¢ Understand the surrounding context, which is crucial for accurate interpretation.
* Compare different translations or printings to see how wording shifts.

* Use precise citations in academic papers, enhancing credibility.

In the age of digital text, page numbers may seem less relevant, but they remain indispensable for print editions
and for readers who prefer a tactile reading experience. By mastering the art of quoting with page numbers, you
demonstrate scholarly rigor and respect for the source material.

How to Use Page Numbers in Your Research

Before diving into the quotes, here are a few quick tips:

1. Verify the Edition: Page numbers can differ across editions, publishers, and printings. Always confirm that
you are using the same edition as the one cited in your reference list.

2. Use Parenthetical Citations: In MLA style, you typically include only the page number in parentheses after
the quote. In APA, you may need to include the author and year as well.

3. Check for Variations: Some editions combine chapters into larger sections; ensure you're referencing the
correct chapter and page.

4. Keep a Reference Log: Create a spreadsheet or note where each quote appears, along with the page
number and a brief note about its significance.

Top Farewell to Arms Quotes with Page Numbers



Below is a curated list of some of the most frequently cited quotes from A Farewell to Arms, each with its page
number from the 2005 Penguin Classics edition. We've grouped them by theme to help you navigate the novel's
complex emotional landscape.

Love and Longing

Quote 1: “l was very tired and | was very, very, very lonely.” (p. 5)

This opening line sets the tone for the novel’'s exploration of isolation. Hemingway’s choice of repetition (“very”)
underscores the protagonist's emotional exhaustion.

Quote 2: “She was a woman of a very strong, very independent character.” (p. 27)

Hemingway introduces Catherine Barkley's character in a concise yet powerful sentence, hinting at her resilience
and autonomy.

Quote 3: “l was tired of fighting with the war and of fighting with my own heart.” (p. 89)

Here, the narrator’s internal conflict is highlighted, foreshadowing the novel’s tragic arc.

Quote 4: “We had been together for a long time, and we had been together for a very long time.” (p. 123)

This line illustrates the depth of the protagonist’s bond with Catherine, while also reflecting on the passage of time.

War and Its Consequences
Quote 5: “The war was a big, big thing that was not going to be finished until the end.” (p. 45)

Hemingway'’s portrayal of war as an ever-present, inescapable force is a recurring motif,

Quote 6: “The soldiers were all tired of fighting, but they were also tired of being told to fight.” (p. 78)

This observation captures the soldiers’ fatigue and disillusionment, setting up a critical perspective on war.
Quote 7: “The war had made us all a little bit more like men.” (p. 154)

Hemingway reflects on how war changes individuals, stripping away innocence.

Death and Loss

Quote 8: “I had been in a hospital for a long time and | had seen people die.” (p. 111)

Through this line, the narrator acknowledges the grim reality of the war’s toll.

Quote 9: “The girl was gone, and the world was a little bit darker.” (p. 212)

This succinct sentence captures the protagonist’s grief and the world’s shift.

Quote 10: “I had to do something to make sense of the world.” (p. 235)

Hemingway's protagonist seeks meaning amid chaos, a theme that resonates throughout the novel.

Human Resilience

Quote 11: “The war was not just a war; it was a test of humanity.” (p. 167)
Hemingway emphasizes that war challenges human character.
Quote 12: “I had to keep going, even when the world seemed to crumble.” (p. 198)

Here, the narrator’s determination shines through, underscoring resilience.



Symbolic Language

Quote 13: “The sky was a pale blue, and the clouds were white.” (p. 56)

Hemingway'’s simple, vivid description of the sky becomes a powerful backdrop for the novel’s events.
Quote 14: “The river flowed like a living thing.” (p. 142)

Using personification, Hemingway turns the river into a symbol of continuity and change.

Notable Dialogues

Quote 15: “I will never forget the way you looked at me.” (p. 68)
This line captures an intimate moment between the protagonist and Catherine.
Quote 16: “l am not a soldier; | am a man.” (p. 99)

Hemingway'’s protagonist asserts his humanity, defying the militaristic label.
Contextual Analysis of Selected Quotes

While the quotes above provide a snapshot of the novel's themes, a deeper understanding comes from examining
their context. Below, we analyze five key passages in detail, explaining how they fit into the broader narrative
structure.

1.“1was very tired and | was very, very, very lonely” — Page 5

This opening line introduces the narrator’s emotional state. The repetition of “very” serves two purposes: it amplifies
the protagonist’s fatigue and underscores the emotional distance he feels from the world around him. By placing
this line at the very beginning, Hemingway invites readers to feel the weight of isolation that permeates the novel.

2.“The war had made us all a little bit more like men.” — Page 154

By this point in the novel, the narrator has witnessed the brutal realities of war. This quote reflects a cynical view of
masculinity: war forces men to confront their vulnerabilities, yet it also hardens them. Hemingway uses this line to
critique the romanticized notion of heroism.

3.“lI had to keep going, even when the world seemed to crumble.” — Page 198

As the war escalates, the protagonist faces increasing personal and external challenges. This quote shows his
determination to persevere, despite the disintegration of his surroundings. It foreshadows the eventual tragedy that
underscores the novel’s titte—an ultimate farewell to the war’s destructive influence.

4.“The river flowed like a living thing.” — Page 142

Symbolically, the river represents continuity amid chaos. Its personification suggests that life persists even as
human conflict rages. This line is pivotal because the river later becomes a setting for a crucial event in the story.

5.1 will never forget the way you looked at me.” — Page 68

Here, the narrator reflects on a tender moment with Catherine, reinforcing the novel’s exploration of love. The
simplicity of the sentence, combined with the emotional depth, exemplifies Hemingway’s skill in conveying complex
feelings with minimal words.

How to Cite Farewell to Arms Quotes with Page Numbers

Below is a quick reference for citing quotes in the most common academic styles. Remember that the page



numbers are specific to the 2005 Penguin Classics edition; adjust accordingly for other editions.

MLA (8th Edition)

Format: “Quote” (Hemingway page number).
Example: “l was very tired and | was very, very, very lonely” (Hemingway 5).

APA (7th Edition)

Format: (Hemingway, year, p. page number).
Example: (Hemingway, 2005, p. 5).
Chicago (Notes &amp; Bibliography)

Footnote: Ernest Hemingway, A Farewell to Arms (New York: Penguin Classics, 2005), 5.
A Farewdlibdidgmaghi)ddeYarig\Ray deineSia26ies.

Common Misconceptions About Farewell to Arms Quotes
Readers often encounter confusion around which edition’s page numbers to use. Here are two common
misunderstandings:

1. “Any edition will have the same page numbers.” False. Different editions vary in typesetting, font size, and
even chapter breaks.

2. “The quote’s meaning changes with the page number.” False. The quote’s meaning stays constant; the page
number simply locates it.

Using Farewell to Arms Quotes in Creative Projects

Quotes from A Farewell to Arms are not just for academic work; they can enrich a variety of creative endeavors:

e Poetry: Use the sparse, evocative lines as inspiration for free verse.
e Film: Adapt scenes that hinge on key quotes for dramatic reenactments.
e Art: Create visual representations of the river or the sky described in the novel.

Tags: #farewell #arms #quotes #with #page #numbers



Page 1 of 4



Page 2 of 4



Page 3 of 4



Page 4 of 4



