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Encyclopedia of Things That Never Were: Creatures, Places, and People

Throughout human history, stories have always pushed the boundaries of imagination. From ancient myths that 

explained natural phenomena to modern science fiction that envisions distant galaxies, the human mind has never 

been satisfied with the mundane. This encyclopedia of things that never were creatures, places, and people

invites you to explore the rich tapestry of imaginary beings, lost worlds, and legendary figures that have captured

our collective curiosity. Whether you are a writer seeking inspiration, a gamer building a world, or simply a curious

reader, this guide offers a comprehensive look at the creatures, places, and people that never existed in our reality

but have left indelible marks on culture, art, and literature.

The Nature of the Imaginary

Imagination is a powerful engine that drives human creativity. In the realm of storytelling, the imaginary is not

merely a flight of fancy; it is a structured framework that reflects societal values, fears, and hopes. Scholars of

folklore, literary criticism, and cognitive science suggest that the imaginary serves as a sandbox for exploring

complex ideas in a safe, symbolic environment. By giving form to the abstract—be it a fear of the unknown or a

longing for transcendence—mythic creatures, fantastical landscapes, and heroic characters become vessels for

shared experience.

When we catalog the creatures, places, and people that never were, we are not just listing fictional entities. We are

mapping the cultural psyche, tracing how different societies use archetypes to negotiate reality. In many ways, the

imaginary is a mirror held up to humanity, reflecting the universal themes that bind us across time and geography.

Because the imaginary thrives on narrative, each entry in this encyclopedia is more than a definition; it is a story in

miniature. The descriptions that follow will touch on the origins, symbolism, and enduring appeal of each mythic

element, offering readers a deeper appreciation of why these impossible entities continue to resonate.

Imaginary Creatures

From the soaring wings of dragons to the silent grace of the unicorn, creatures that never existed have fascinated

humans for millennia. These beings often embody the tension between the known and the unknown, providing a

bridge between the tangible world and the realm of possibility.

Mythical Beasts

•  Dragon – A fire-breathing reptile that appears in Chinese, European, and Mesoamerican lore. In many 

cultures, dragons symbolize power, wisdom, and the harnessing of elemental forces.

•  Phoenix – A bird that cyclically regenerates from its own ashes. The phoenix represents rebirth, immortality, 

and the triumph of resilience over destruction.

•  Unicorn – A horse-like creature with a single spiraled horn, often associated with purity, healing, and the 

untamed wilderness.

•  Kraken – A colossal sea monster from Norse sagas, embodying the terror of the deep ocean and the 



unpredictability of nature.

Hybrid and Composite Creatures

Hybrid creatures combine elements of multiple animals or even humans, creating a sense of the uncanny. These

beings often serve as cautionary tales or moral lessons.

•  Griffin – A majestic creature with the body of a lion and the head of an eagle. Griffins symbolize guardianship, 

combining the strength of the king of beasts with the vision of the king of birds.

•  Chimera – A monstrous blend of lion, goat, and serpent, frequently used in Greek mythology to represent a 

conglomeration of fears and desires.

•  Mermaid/Merman – Half-human, half-fish, these beings explore themes of longing, transformation, and the 

allure of the unknown.

Abstract and Elemental Creatures

Some mythic beings transcend physical form, embodying abstract concepts or natural elements. They often act as

personifications of forces beyond human control.

•  Faun – A woodland spirit that embodies the harmony between humanity and nature, often depicted as half-

man, half-goat.

•  Dryad – A tree nymph that personifies the spirit of a particular tree or forest, symbolizing the interdependence 

of life.

•  Sand Wraith – A spectral entity that roams desert dunes, representing the relentless march of time and the 

impermanence of civilization.

Urban Legends and Contemporary Creatures

Even in modern times, the human imagination continues to generate new mythic entities, often reflecting

contemporary anxieties and technological advancements.

•  Slender Man – A tall, faceless figure that emerged from internet folklore, embodying the fear of the unknown 

in digital spaces.

•  Chupacabra – A creature of Latin American legend said to prey on livestock, reflecting anxieties about 

ecological disruption.

•  Yeti – The abominable snowman of Himalayan lore, a symbol of the untamed wilderness and the mysteries 

that still lie beyond human comprehension.

Fictional Places

Imaginary locations serve as the backdrop for countless adventures, myths, and narratives. They offer a canvas

upon which stories can unfold, allowing readers to escape the constraints of the real world while engaging with

universal themes.

Ancient Lost Cities

•  Atlantis – Described by Plato as a utopian island that sank beneath the waves, Atlantis has become a symbol 

of lost knowledge and the hubris of civilizations.

•  El Dorado – The legendary city of gold sought by Spanish conquistadors, representing the allure of wealth 

and the peril of obsession.

•  Shangri-La – A mystical valley from James Hilton’s “Lost Horizon,” depicting an idyllic, timeless sanctuary 

hidden in the Himalayas.

Magical Realms



These realms often defy the laws of physics and are imbued with enchantment, making them ideal settings for epic

quests and moral dilemmas.

•  Narnia – A wardrobe gateway to a world of talking animals and eternal winter, created by C.S. Lewis to 

explore themes of faith, sacrifice, and redemption.

•  Middle-earth – J.R.R. Tolkien’s intricate world of elves, dwarves, and hobbits, a testament to the depth of 

worldbuilding and the power of mythic storytelling.

•  Wakanda – From Marvel’s “Black Panther,” Wakanda is a technologically advanced African nation that blends 

tradition with futuristic innovation.

Post-Apocalyptic Landscapes

Imaginary post-apocalyptic settings allow narratives to examine humanity’s resilience and moral choices in the face

of catastrophe.

•  Wasteland – Inspired by the Fallout series, this barren landscape is a haunting reminder of nuclear 

devastation and the fragility of civilization.

•  Hollow Earth – A subterranean world that offers a refuge from surface dangers, often populated by secret 

societies and ancient beings.

•  Neon City – A cyberpunk metropolis where corporate power dominates, reflecting anxieties about technology, 

surveillance, and individual autonomy.

Mythic Islands

Islands that exist only in legend often symbolize isolation, paradise, or the unknown.

•  Isle of Sodor – The setting for the beloved “Thomas the Tank Engine” series, a whimsical island where trains 

have personalities.

•  Hogwarts – The hidden school of witchcraft and wizardry from J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series, representing 

the journey from ignorance to knowledge.

•  Skull Island – A mysterious island from the “King Kong” franchise, embodying the clash between human 

ambition and nature’s primal forces.

Unreal People

Legendary figures, fictional heroes, and mythic leaders have shaped cultural narratives and collective identities.

These characters often embody ideals, cautionary lessons, or the aspirations of a society.
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