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Welcome to Your Customer Guide A �1 About Filing an I �130

Embarking on the journey to bring a loved one to the United States can be both exciting and daunting. Whether

you’re a U.S. citizen, a lawful permanent resident, or a person with a unique immigration status, the first step for

many family �based immigration cases is filing Form I �130, Petition for Alien Relative. This comprehensive guide is

designed to walk you through every stage of the process—from understanding eligibility and gathering

documentation to submitting the petition and navigating post �submission steps. By the end of this article, you’ll have

a clear roadmap, a checklist of required items, and insider tips that can help you avoid common pitfalls.

What Is Form I �130 and Why Is It Important?

Form I �130, officially titled “Petition for Alien Relative,” is the cornerstone of family �based immigration. It establishes

the familial relationship between the petitioner (the person already in the U.S.) and the beneficiary (the relative who

wishes to immigrate). Once the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) approves the I �130, the

beneficiary can move forward with the next steps toward obtaining lawful permanent residency—commonly known

as a green card.

Key points to remember:

•  Eligibility: The petitioner must be a U.S. citizen, a lawful permanent resident (green card holder), or, in certain 

rare cases, a person with a specific immigration status such as a refugee or asylee.

•  Relationship: Accepted relationships include spouse, unmarried children under 21, parents (if the petitioner is 

21 or older), and siblings (if the petitioner is a U.S. citizen).

•  Outcome: Approval of the I �130 does not grant the beneficiary residency immediately; it simply initiates the 

immigration process and establishes the priority date.

Why Filing an I �130 Is a Critical First Step

Without a valid I �130, the beneficiary cannot apply for an immigrant visa or adjustment of status. Think of the petition

as a passport to the next phase—without it, the journey stalls. Filing correctly the first time saves time, money, and

emotional energy.

Who Can File an I �130? Understanding Eligibility

Determining who is eligible to file is often the first question that arises. Below is a quick reference guide:

1.  U.S. Citizens: May file for spouses, unmarried children under 21, parents (if 21+), and siblings.

2.  Lawful Permanent Residents: May file for spouses and unmarried children under 21.

3.  Other Statuses: Refugees, asylees, and individuals with certain other statuses can file, but the eligibility 

criteria are more complex.

When in doubt, consult an immigration attorney or accredited representative. Misunderstanding eligibility can lead

to delays or denials.

Preparing Your Application: A Step �by �Step Checklist



Preparation is the secret to a smooth filing experience. Below is a detailed checklist to guide you through the

preparation stage.

Gather Personal Information

Collect the following for both petitioner and beneficiary:

•  Full legal names (including any aliases)

•  Dates of birth

•  Current addresses

•  Passport details (if applicable)

•  Social Security Numbers (for U.S. citizens)

•  U.S. immigration status documents (for permanent residents)

Collect Relationship Evidence

Proving the familial bond is essential. Acceptable evidence includes:

•  Marriage certificate for spouses

•  Birth certificates for children and parents

•  Adoption records for adopted children

•  Sibling birth certificates or joint custody documents for siblings (if filing as a U.S. citizen)

Photographs and Supporting Documents

USCIS requires recent photographs of the petitioner and beneficiary. Follow the official photo guidelines for

consistency.

Proof of Citizenship or Permanent Residency

Attach a copy of the petitioner’s U.S. passport, birth certificate, naturalization certificate, or green card. For

permanent residents, include the green card (both sides).

Additional Supporting Documents

Depending on the relationship, you might need:

•  Proof of legal name change (court order, marriage certificate)

•  Evidence of continuous residence (tax returns, lease agreements)

•  Divorce decrees or death certificates (if applicable)

Review the Form Instructions

USCIS provides a detailed Form I �130 InstructionsPDF. Read it thoroughly to avoid common mistakes such as

missing signatures or incorrect dates.

Filing the Petition: How to Submit Form I �130

Once you’ve assembled all documents, it’s time to file. USCIS offers two primary filing methods: online and by mail.

Each has its own advantages.

Online Filing with USCIS

Online filing is generally faster and offers real �time confirmation. Steps include:

1.  Create a USCIS online account or log in.

2.  Complete the digital Form I �130.

3.  Upload scanned copies of supporting documents.



4.  Pay the filing fee using a credit card.

5.  Submit and receive an electronic receipt.

Pros: Immediate acknowledgment, faster processing, ability to track status online.

Filing by Mail

If you prefer paper filing, follow these steps:

1.  Print the completed Form I �130.

2.  Attach all supporting documents in the correct order.

3.  Include the filing fee (check or money order) payable to “U.S. Department of Homeland Security.”

4.  Send the package to the appropriate USCIS lockbox facility based on your location.

5.  Keep a copy of the entire packet for your records.

Pros: Useful if you have hard copies or prefer a physical record. Cons: Slower processing and risk of mail delays.

Filing Fee and Payment Options

The current filing fee for Form I �130 is $535 (as of 2026). Fees are subject to change, so always verify the latest

amount on the USCIS website. Payment methods include:

•  Online credit card (for electronic filing)

•  Check or money order (for paper filing)

•  USCIS payment portal (for certain payment methods)

After Submission: What Happens Next?

Once USCIS receives your petition, the following steps typically occur:

Receipt Notice

USCIS will send a receipt notice (Form I �797C) confirming the date of receipt and the receipt number. This number

is crucial for tracking the case.

Biographic Data Collection

USCIS may request additional information or documents. Respond promptly to avoid delays.

Adjudication

USCIS will review the petition, verify the relationship, and assess eligibility. The review process can take anywhere

from 6 to 12 months, depending on the petitioner’s status and the beneficiary’s country of origin.

Approval or Denial

If approved, the beneficiary will receive a Notice of Approval (Form I �797). If denied, USCIS will provide a written

explanation and the right to appeal or re �file.

Processing Times and How to Track Your Case

Processing times vary by USCIS service center and the type of relationship. Use the USCIS Processing Times

tool to get an estimate:

•  Navigate to USCIS Processing Times.

•  Select “Form I �130” from the dropdown.

•  Choose the relevant service center.



To track your case manually, log into your USCIS online account or use the receipt number on the USCIS case

status page.

Priority Dates and Visa Availability

For many family categories, a visa number is not immediately available. The Visa Bulletinpublished monthly by

the Department of State indicates when beneficiaries can proceed with the next steps. Stay informed to avoid

unnecessary waiting.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Filing an I �130

Even small errors can derail your application. Here are the most frequent pitfalls:

Incomplete or Incorrect Forms

Missing signatures, wrong dates, or typographical errors can cause delays or denials.

Insufficient Supporting Evidence

Failing to provide clear proof of the relationship (e.g., blurry photos, missing copies) can lead to requests for

evidence (RFEs).

Incorrect Filing Fee

Submitting an incorrect fee or using an invalid payment method can result in rejection.

Misunderstanding Eligibility Rules

Assuming you can file for a relative outside the accepted categories can waste time and money.

Failure to Respond to RFEs Promptly

When USCIS requests additional evidence, responding within the deadline is essential. Late responses can lead to

denial.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q: How long does it take to file Form I �130?

A: The actual filing process can be completed in a few hours if done online. However, processing times can range

from 6 to 12 months.

Q: Can I file for multiple relatives at once?

A: Yes, you can submit separate petitions for each relative. Each petition will have its own receipt number and

processing timeline.

Q: What if my beneficiary is outside the U.S.?

A: If approved, the beneficiary will go through consular processing at a U.S. embassy or consulate abroad.

Q: Do I need an attorney to file an I �130?

A: No
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