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California Family Law Specialist Exam Study Guide

Preparing for the California Family Law Specialist (FLS) exam is a daunting yet rewarding journey. Whether you’re a 

seasoned attorney looking to broaden your expertise or a recent graduate eager to specialize, a well �structured 

study guide is the cornerstone of success. This comprehensive, 2000 �plus �word article offers an in �depth look at 

every facet of the California Family Law Specialist exam study guide, from core topics and exam structure to

proven study strategies and real �world resources.

Why a Dedicated Study Guide Matters

Family law in California is a dynamic field governed by statutes, case law, and procedural rules that evolve rapidly.

The FLS exam tests not only your knowledge of these legal principles but also your ability to apply them to

complex, real �world scenarios. A focused study guide gives you: 

•  Targeted Content – Highlighting the most frequently tested areas.

•  Efficient Time Management – Structuring your study schedule to cover all topics.

•  Practice Questions – Simulating exam conditions to build confidence.

•  Exam �Day Strategies – Reducing anxiety and optimizing performance.

Without a dedicated guide, you risk wasting time on peripheral material and missing critical concepts that could

cost you a pass.

Exam Overview: Format, Timing, and Scoring

Exam Structure

The California FLS exam is a rigorous, multi �section test designed to assess your mastery of family law principles

and procedural skills. The exam typically includes: 

•  Multiple �Choice Section – 75 questions covering statutes, case law, and procedural rules.

•  Short �Answer Section – 10 questions requiring concise written responses.

•  Essay/Practical Exercise – 2–3 case �based essays that evaluate your analytical reasoning.

Timing and Logistics

Participants have 4.5 hours to complete the entire exam. The test is administered at designated California State

Bar testing centers or via an online proctoring system. Candidates must bring a valid ID, a calculator, and any

permitted reference materials (e.g., the California Family Code).

Scoring Criteria

Scoring is based on a weighted average of each section. A passing score is typically 70% or higher. The California

State Bar publishes detailed scoring rubrics and sample answer keys to help candidates gauge their performance.

Core Topics Covered by the Exam

Below is a breakdown of the primary subject areas you’ll encounter. Each section is paired with key concepts and



relevant statutes.

1. Marital Property and Asset Division

•  Community vs. separate property distinctions (Cal. Fam. Code §§ 2600 �2610).

•  Valuation of assets, including businesses and real estate.

•  Equitable distribution principles (Cal. Fam. Code § 2608).

•  Spousal support and alimony considerations.

2. Child Custody and Visitation

•  Best �interest standard and factors influencing custody decisions.

•  Physical vs. legal custody distinctions.

•  Visitation schedules and modifications.

•  Parenting plans and mediation requirements.

3. Child Support and Maintenance

•  Guideline formulas and income calculations.

•  Modification triggers and procedural requirements.

•  Enforcement mechanisms and penalties.

4. Domestic Violence and Protective Orders

•  Types of protective orders (immediate, emergency, and temporary).

•  Procedural safeguards for victims and respondents.

•  Legal remedies and enforcement.

5. Adoption and Surrogacy

•  Legal requirements for adoption (open, closed, stepparent).

•  Surrogacy contracts and enforceability.

•  Post �adoption rights and responsibilities.

6. Family Law Procedure

•  Filing requirements and court rules (Cal. Fam. Code §§ 2000 �2004).

•  Discovery and evidentiary rules specific to family law.

•  Alternative dispute resolution (ADR) methods.

7. Statutory and Case Law Updates

•  Recent landmark cases shaping family law practice.

•  Legislative amendments to the California Family Code.

•  Interpreting statutory language and policy considerations.

Building an Effective Study Plan

Success hinges on disciplined, systematic preparation. Below is a step �by �step guide to constructing a personalized

study schedule.

Step 1: Diagnostic Assessment

1.  Take a practice test to gauge your baseline knowledge.

2.  Identify strengths and weaknesses across each core topic.

3.  Allocate study time proportionally (e.g., 30% for marital property, 20% for child custody).

Step 2: Structured Study Sessions

1.  Divide the study period into weekly blocks.



2.  Use the Pomodoro Technique (25 �minute focused study, 5 �minute break) to maintain concentration.

3.  Incorporate active recall by testing yourself on key statutes and case summaries.

Step 3: Integration of Practice Questions

•  After each topic review, complete at least 20 practice questions.

•  Analyze incorrect answers to uncover gaps in reasoning.

•  Track progress in a spreadsheet to visualize improvement.

Step 4: Mock Exams

1.  Schedule full �length mock exams every two weeks.

2.  Simulate exam conditions: timed, no reference materials (unless permitted).

3.  Review performance and adjust study focus accordingly.

Step 5: Final Review and Exam �Day Preparation

•  Revisit high �yield topics and recent case updates.

•  Prepare a concise cheat sheet (if allowed) focusing on statutes and key facts.

•  Practice relaxation techniques: deep breathing, visualization.

Key Resources for the California Family Law Specialist Exam

Below is a curated list of materials that complement your study guide.

Official Bar Resources

•  California State Bar Exam Outline – Detailed topic breakdown.

•  Sample questions and answer keys released annually.

•  Webinars on exam strategy and content updates.

Textbooks and Treatises

•  “California Family Law” – Comprehensive treatise covering statutes and case law.

•  “Family Law Practice” – Practical guidance on procedural issues.

•  “California Family Code Annotated” – Annotated statutes with commentary.

Online Courses and Study Platforms

•  BarBri Family Law Review – Interactive modules and video lectures.

•  Kaplan Bar Review – Practice exams and flashcards.

•  LawShelf – Customizable study plans and question banks.

Legal Databases

•  Westlaw and LexisNexis for recent case law.

•  Google Scholar for free access to court opinions.

•  California Courts website for procedural rules and forms.

Sample Practice Questions

Below are illustrative questions that reflect the style and difficulty of the actual exam. Practice answering them

under timed conditions.

Multiple �Choice Sample

Question 1:Under Cal. Fam. Code § 2608, which of the following is NOT a factor considered for equitable

distribution of marital property?



•  A. Length of the marriage

•  B. Age of the parties

•  C. Income potential of each spouse

•  D. Contributions to the marital home

Short �Answer Sample

Question 2:Draft a concise memorandum explaining the difference between a “temporary restraining order” and a

“temporary protective order” under Cal. Fam. Code §§ 6320 �6341.

Essay/Practical Sample

Question 3:A 35 �year �old mother, Jane, seeks a child custody order for her 5 �year �old son. She claims the father,

Mark, has a history of substance abuse and has been absent for the past year. Mark argues that Jane is

emotionally unstable and has a history of domestic violence. Draft a memorandum that includes:

•  A brief outline of the best �interest factors applicable.

•  Analysis of the evidence presented by both parties.

•  A recommendation for custody and visitation arrangements.

Exam �Day Strategies

Even the best �prepared candidate can falter if they’re not mentally and physically ready. Here are practical tips to

ensure a smooth exam experience.

Pre �Exam Checklist

•  Confirm exam date, time, and location.

•  Print and bring a copy of your ID.

•  Pack a calculator, pen, and any allowed reference materials.

•  Plan a healthy meal and sleep schedule.

During the Exam

•  Read each question carefully; underline key words.

•  Allocate time based on question difficulty (e.g., 3 minutes for multiple �choice).

•  Answer every question; there’s no penalty for guessing.

•  Use the “process of elimination” to narrow down choices.

•  For short �answer and essay questions, outline your response before writing.

Post �Exam Reflection

•  Review any remaining questions if time allows.

•  Check that you’ve answered all sections fully.

•  Stay calm and focus on the next test or practice session.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Awareness of typical mistakes can save you valuable time and points.

•  Over �reliance on Memorized Facts: The exam tests application, not rote recall. Practice applying statutes to 

hypothetical scenarios.

•  Underestimating Time Management: Allocate time wisely; don’t get stuck on a single question.

•  Neglecting the Essay Section: Essays carry significant weight. Practice concise, structured writing.

•  Ignoring Recent Legal Updates: Stay current with legislative changes and landmark cases.



•  Skipping Practice Exams: Mock tests reveal real �world exam pressures.

Beyond the Exam: Building a Career in Family Law

Passing the California Family Law Specialist exam opens doors to specialized practice areas and higher earning

potential. Here are ways to leverage your new credentials:

•  Offer mediation and negotiation services for divorce and child custody disputes.
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