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How to Use a Borax Solution to Kill Mold: A Complete Guide

When dampness and mildew meet, mold can quickly take over any space—walls, ceilings, bathrooms, and even

hidden corners behind cabinets. While commercial mold removers promise quick fixes, many homeowners seek a

natural, cost �effective alternative. One of the most popular DIY solutions is a borax-based mixture. In this guide,

we’ll walk through why borax works, how to prepare the solution, step �by �step application, safety precautions, and

what to do after the mold is gone. By the end, you’ll have a reliable method to keep your home mold �free.

What Is Borax and Why It Works Against Mold?

Borax, chemically known as sodium borate, is a naturally occurring mineral that has been used for centuries in

cleaning products. Its antifungal properties make it an excellent choice for tackling mold. Here’s why:

•  Alkaline pH – Borax raises the pH of the solution, creating an environment that mold cannot thrive in.

•  Cellular disruption – It interferes with the cell walls of mold spores, leading to their destruction.

•  Low toxicity – Compared to harsh chemicals, borax is relatively safe for humans and pets when used correctly.

Because of these properties, a borax solution to kill mold is both effective and eco �friendly.

Preparing the Borax Solution

Before you start, gather the following items:

•  1 cup of borax powder (about 200 /g)

•  1 gallon (3.8 /L) of hot water

•  Large bucket or container

•  Stirring stick or spoon

•  Protective gloves, goggles, and a mask

•  Sponges, brushes, or a spray bottle (depending on the surface)

Follow these steps to create a powerful mold �killing solution:

1.  Boil the water to ensure it’s hot enough to dissolve the borax completely.

2.  Pour the hot water into the bucket.

3.  Add the borax powder gradually while stirring.

4.  Continue stirring until all the powder is fully dissolved.

5.  Let the mixture cool to a safe handling temperature.

Once cooled, your borax solution is ready for application.

Choosing the Right Application Method

The method you select depends on the mold’s location and the surface type. Below are three common techniques:

Spray Bottle Method

For large, flat surfaces like walls or ceilings, a spray bottle provides even coverage. After spraying, let the solution



sit for 15–20 minutes before scrubbing.

Brush or Sponge Method

When dealing with textured or porous materials—think tile grout or wood—use a stiff brush or a sponge to apply

the solution directly. Scrub vigorously to lift the mold.

Pressure Washer Method

Outdoor surfaces such as siding or decks can benefit from a pressure washer. Dilute the borax solution with

additional water before using the washer. This method quickly removes mold from large areas.

Step �by �Step Mold Removal Process

Below is a detailed guide that works for most indoor mold problems.

1.  Ventilate the area – Open windows and use fans to circulate air. This reduces the risk of inhaling spores.

2.  Protect yourself – Wear gloves, goggles, and a mask to prevent contact and inhalation.

3.  Apply the solution – Use your chosen method to cover the moldy area thoroughly.

4.  Let it sit – Allow the solution to sit for 15–20 minutes. For stubborn mold, extend the time to 30 minutes.

5.  Scrub the surface – Use a brush or sponge to agitate the mold. For porous surfaces, apply extra pressure.

6.  Rinse (if needed) – For non �porous surfaces, rinse with clean water to remove residue. Avoid rinsing porous 

materials as they can re �absorb moisture.

7.  Dry thoroughly – Use a fan, dehumidifier, or open windows to ensure the area is completely dry.

8.  Inspect for remaining spores – If you still see mold, repeat the process or consider professional help.

Safety Tips When Using Borax

Even though borax is less toxic than many commercial cleaners, it’s essential to use it responsibly.

•  Never ingest the solution—keep it away from children and pets.

•  Do not mix borax with bleach or other strong chemicals; the reaction can produce harmful gases.

•  Always wear protective gear when handling concentrated solutions.

•  Store borax in a sealed container out of reach of children.

•  If you develop skin irritation or an allergic reaction, rinse the area with water and seek medical advice.

When to Call a Professional Mold Remover

While a borax solution to kill mold works well for many DIY situations, there are scenarios where professional help

is necessary:

•  Large mold infestations covering more than 10 /sq /ft.

•  Mold growth in HVAC ducts or hidden areas.

•  Repeated mold problems despite cleaning.

•  Potential health risks for individuals with mold allergies or respiratory issues.

Professionals have specialized equipment and expertise to assess, remediate, and prevent future mold growth.

Preventing Mold Recurrence After Treatment

Removing mold is only part of the solution. Prevention ensures a healthier environment. Here are key steps:

Control Moisture Levels



Maintain indoor humidity below 50% using dehumidifiers and proper ventilation.

Fix Leaks Promptly

Repair any roof, pipe, or window leaks immediately to avoid dampness.

Use Mold �Resistant Products

Consider mold �resistant drywall, paint, and insulation in high �risk areas.

Regular Inspections

Check damp spots, especially in bathrooms, basements, and kitchens, on a monthly basis.

Alternative Natural Mold Killers

If you prefer other natural options, here are a few alternatives that work well alongside or instead of borax:

•  White vinegar – Undiluted vinegar can kill 82% of mold species.

•  Hydrogen peroxide – 3% solution works as a disinfectant and mold remover.

•  Tea tree oil – A few drops mixed with water create a potent antifungal spray.

•  Essential oil blends – Lemon or eucalyptus oils have natural antimicrobial properties.

These options can be used in combination with borax for enhanced results.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can borax damage paint or finishes?

When used at recommended concentrations, borax is safe on most surfaces. However, test a small hidden area

first to ensure compatibility.

Is borax safe for pets?

Yes, borax is considered pet �friendly when used correctly. Keep the solution out of reach of animals, and avoid

contact with their eyes, mouth, or open wounds.

How long does mold stay after using borax?

Once the mold is scrubbed and the area is dry, it typically does not return. Continuous moisture control is essential

for long �term prevention.

Can I reuse the borax solution?

It’s best to prepare a fresh batch each time. Reusing the solution may reduce its effectiveness.

Conclusion

Dealing with mold doesn’t have to be a costly or chemical �heavy ordeal. A borax solution to kill mold offers a simple,

affordable, and environmentally friendly approach. By preparing the solution correctly, applying it with care, and

following up with thorough drying and moisture control, you can restore and protect your home from mold’s

damaging effects. Remember, for extensive infestations or persistent problems, professional help is the safest path.

With the right tools and knowledge, you’ll keep your living space healthy, safe, and mold �free for years to come.
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