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Understanding Bacaan Tahlilan Menurut NU: A Comprehensive Guide

In the Muslim world, the practice of tahlilan—a gathering for remembrance and supplication for a deceased soul—

holds a special place in communal and spiritual life. While many communities hold their own traditions, the 

Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) provides a distinct framework for the bacaan tahlilan menurut NU, ensuring that the rites

align with Sunni orthodoxy and local customs. This article delves into the origins, significance, and practical

aspects of tahlilan as prescribed by NU, offering a detailed, step �by �step guide for families, community leaders, and

anyone interested in honoring the deceased in a manner that reflects both reverence and faith.

What Is Tahlilan?

Tahlilan is an Islamic mourning ceremony that typically takes place after the burial of a Muslim. The word comes 

from the Arabic root tahlil, meaning “to proclaim” or “to declare.” It is an opportunity for friends and relatives to

gather, recite Qur’an, offer supplications, and share memories of the departed. While the concept is common

across the Muslim world, its specific rituals and recitations differ by region, culture, and the guiding religious

organization.

The Historical Roots of Tahlilan

Historically, tahlilan has its roots in early Islamic practice, where the community would come together to pray for the 

deceased and comfort the bereaved. The practice evolved into a structured event in South East Asia, especially in 

Indonesia, where it became a blend of local customs and Islamic teachings. The NU, founded in 1926, embraced

tahlilan as part of its community outreach, ensuring that the ceremony remains grounded in authentic Islamic

sources.

Why Is Bacaan Tahlilan Menurut NU Important?

•  Authenticity – The NU’s guidance ensures that recitations are based on authentic Qur’anic passages and 

prophetic traditions.

•  Community Cohesion – By following a common structure, families and communities strengthen bonds through 

shared remembrance.

•  Spiritual Comfort – The prescribed supplications and recitations are designed to ease the soul of the 

deceased and comfort the living.

•  Educational Value – The ceremony becomes a teaching moment, especially for younger generations, about 

the importance of remembrance and charity.

Key Principles of Bacaan Tahlilan Menurut NU

The NU’s approach to tahlilan is built on three core principles:

1.  Scriptural Fidelity – All recitations must come from the Qur’an, authentic hadiths, or accepted Islamic 

literature.

2.  Respect for Cultural Diversity – While maintaining scriptural integrity, the NU allows for local linguistic 

variations to make the ceremony accessible.



3.  Collective Participation – The ceremony encourages participation from all age groups, promoting a sense of 

shared responsibility.

Preparing for the Tahlilan Ceremony

Planning a tahlilan according to NU guidelines involves several steps. Below is a practical checklist that families can

follow to ensure a smooth and meaningful event.

1. Choosing the Venue

Traditionally, tahlilan is held at the deceased’s home, a mosque, or a community hall. The venue should

accommodate the number of attendees and allow for the recitation of Qur’an and other supplications.

2. Selecting the Recitations

NU’s recommended bacaan tahlilan includes:

•  Opening dua (e.g., “Bismillahirrahmanirrahim”) to invoke blessings.

•  Recitation of the Qur’an—most commonly Surah Al �Fatiha, Al �Ikhlas, Al �Kawthar, and a portion of Surah Yasin.

•  Prophetic supplications (dua) for the deceased, such as the du’a al �Mawaddah and du’a al �Nafl.

•  Optional recitations of Ayat al-Kursi and the Mu’awwidhat (Qur’an 112–113).

•  Closing dua to seek mercy for all present.

3. Assigning Roles

In NU’s framework, the following roles are essential:

1.  Imam or Reciter – A knowledgeable individual to lead the Qur’an recitation.

2.  Speaker – A person to read the prepared dua and any relevant hadith or commentary.

3.  Musician (optional) – If the community permits, a light instrumental accompaniment (e.g., a drum or flute) 

can be added, though this is not mandatory.

4. Timing the Ceremony

While tahlilan can be held at any time, NU traditionally recommends scheduling it on the seventh or fifteenth day

after burial, allowing the family to mourn privately first. The ceremony should last approximately 45–60 minutes,

ensuring that the recitations are not rushed.

Sample Bacaan Tahlilan Menurut NU

Below is a sample script that follows NU guidelines. Feel free to adapt it to your local language or dialect, ensuring

that the meaning remains unchanged.

Opening Dua

Imam:“Alhamdulillahi rabbil alamin. Subhanaka Allahumma wa bihamdika wa tabarakasmuka wa tawakkaltu ‘ala

Rabbika. Allahumma a’udhu bika min sharril maw’ati wa min sharril ma’ahati, wa a’udhu bika min sharril qiyamati.”

Recitation of Qur’an

•  Surah Al �Fatiha (Al �Opening)

•  Surah Al �Ikhlas (The Sincerity)

•  Surah Al �Kawthar (The Abundance)

•  Surah Yasin (The Heart of the Qur’an)

Prophetic Supplications



Speaker:“Allahumma, as’aluka ‘afiyah al �mawt wa tawfiq al �qabr, wa a’udhu bika min al �sharr al �mawti wa min al �sharr

al �qabr.”

Closing Dua

All Attendees:“Allahumma j’alna minal �mutawalli, wa j’alna minal �mu‘taz, wa j’alna minal �salam. Allahumma barik

lana f�²��Â����' .”

Etiquette and Conduct During the Ceremony

Observing proper etiquette enhances the sanctity of the tahlilan. Below are key points to keep in mind:

1. Dress Appropriately

Wear modest, clean attire. Men typically wear a kufior plain shirt and trousers, while women should dress

modestly, covering shoulders and knees.

2. Respect the Reciter

Silence should be maintained during the Qur’an recitation. Participants should not interrupt or talk until the

recitation is complete.

3. Offer Condolences

After the ceremony, it is customary to visit the family’s home to offer condolences and share a meal. This practice

fosters community support and reinforces the communal nature of mourning.

4. Avoid Distractions

Phones and other electronic devices should be turned off or set to silent mode. The focus should remain on the

spiritual aspects of the gathering.

Common Questions About Bacaan Tahlilan Menurut NU

•  Is it mandatory to recite the Qur’an during tahlilan? While the NU strongly encourages Qur’an recitation, the 

primary goal is to provide supplications for the deceased. If a reciter is unavailable, a sincere dua may suffice.

•  Can non �Muslims attend a tahlilan? Non �Muslims may attend as observers, but they should refrain from 

participating in the Qur’an recitation or any Islamic supplications.

•  What if I am not fluent in Arabic? The NU allows for translations or local language versions of the 

supplications, as long as the meaning is preserved.

•  How long should the tahlilan last? A duration of 45–60 minutes is typical, but it can be adjusted to 

accommodate the community’s needs.

Integrating Tahlilan Into Modern Communities

In today’s fast �paced world, many Muslims find it challenging to maintain traditional practices. However, the NU’s

flexible approach to tahlilan allows communities to adapt while preserving core values.

1. Digital Participation

With the rise of virtual gatherings, families can broadcast tahlilan sessions via video platforms, enabling distant

relatives to participate.

2. Educational Workshops

Community centers can host workshops on the proper recitation of tahlilan, ensuring that younger generations



understand the significance and etiquette.

3. Community Support Systems

Post �tahlilan, local mosques and NU branches often organize charity drives or counseling sessions to support

bereaved families.

Conclusion

The bacaan tahlilan menurut NUoffers a structured, spiritually rich framework for honoring the deceased. By

adhering to NU’s guidelines—emphasizing Qur’an recitation, authentic supplications, and communal participation—

families can ensure that the ceremony remains a source of comfort and unity. Whether you are a community leader,

a grieving family member, or simply interested in learning more about Islamic mourning practices, understanding

the nuances of tahlilan will deepen your appreciation for this profound tradition.

May the souls of those we mourn find eternal peace, and may we all find solace in the shared memories and

prayers that bind our communities together.
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