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Bab 1: Sejarah Awal Negara Pengajian Malaysia

Malaysia’s rich tapestry of culture and learning stretches back thousands of years, long before the arrival of 

European colonisers or the formation of modern nation �states.  The term bab 1 sejarah awal negara pengajian 

malaysiainvites us to explore the earliest chapters of a society that has always placed great value on knowledge,

whether in the form of religious scholarship, trade �based learning, or the preservation of oral traditions. By tracing

the development of educational institutions from the pre �historic settlements of the Malay Peninsula to the

emergence of formal schools under colonial rule, we gain insight into the forces that shaped the nation’s intellectual

identity.

1.1 The Foundations of Learning in Pre �Historic Malaysia

Archaeological evidence from sites such as Gunung Padang and the Long Beachsettlement indicates that early

inhabitants of the Malay Archipelago were already engaged in systematic learning. These communities cultivated

rice, traded ambergris, and developed rudimentary metallurgy—skills that required the transmission of knowledge

across generations.

•  Oral Tradition: Storytelling, chants, and the use of mnemonic devices were the primary methods for 

preserving history, cosmology, and practical knowledge.

•  Craftsmanship: Artisans taught apprentices the techniques of weaving, pottery, and bronze casting through 

hands �on apprenticeship.

•  Navigation and Trade: Maritime knowledge, including the use of stars and wind patterns, was passed down 

orally and through practical experience.

These early forms of learning laid the groundwork for the more structured educational practices that would emerge

with the spread of religion and the establishment of trade networks.

1.2 The Arrival of Islam and the Rise of Islamic Scholarship

The 14th and 15th centuries marked a pivotal shift in Malaysian education. The arrival of Islam—brought by

traders, Sufi mystics, and scholars—introduced new intellectual frameworks and institutions. Islamic learning

became intertwined with local customs, creating a unique syncretic culture.

1.2.1 Madrasah and the Spread of Knowledge

Madrasahs (Islamic schools) sprouted across the peninsula, serving as centers for religious instruction and the

study of Arabic. These institutions were not merely religious schools; they also taught mathematics, astronomy,

and medicine, drawing upon the vast corpus of classical Arabic literature.

1.  Malacca Sultanate (1400s–1527) – The capital became a hub for scholars from the Middle East, India, and 

China.

2.  Johor Sultanate (1528–1864) – Continued the tradition of patronising madrasahs, ensuring the spread of 

Islamic jurisprudence.

3.  Perak Sultanate (late 16th century) – Focused on the codification of local law (Syariah) and the training of 

jurists.



These madrasahs cultivated a literate elite that could interpret religious texts and apply them to local governance,

thereby reinforcing the authority of the sultanates.

1.2.2 The Role of Sufi Orders

Beyond formal institutions, Sufi orders such as the Qadiriyyah and Naqshbandiyyah played a vital role in

disseminating spiritual teachings. Their teachings were often transmitted orally, yet they also encouraged the

writing of treatises in Malay, Arabic, and Persian. This linguistic diversity enriched the intellectual fabric of early

Malaysia.

1.3 The Impact of Maritime Trade on Learning

Malaysia’s strategic location along the Strait of Malacca made it a nexus of maritime commerce. The influx of

traders from India, China, Persia, and the Arab world introduced new ideas, technologies, and educational

practices.

•  Chinese Scholars: Introduced Confucian classics and calligraphy, influencing the development of Malay 

literary forms.

•  Indian Scholars: Brought Sanskrit literature and Vedic knowledge, which were adapted into local contexts.

•  Persian Influence: Contributed to the development of Malay prose and poetry, as well as the administrative 

lexicon.

These interactions fostered an environment where knowledge was constantly exchanged, refined, and integrated

into the local culture.

1.4 Colonial Encounters and the Transformation of Education

European colonisation in the 18th and 19th centuries dramatically altered the educational landscape. The British,

Dutch, and Portuguese each introduced their own educational models, which often aimed to serve colonial

administrative needs.

1.4.1 The British Educational Model

Under British rule, the education system was initially designed to produce clerks, teachers, and administrators who

could support the colonial bureaucracy. The 1875 Education Ordinance established primary schools for Malay

children, but these were heavily influenced by Christian missionary schools.

1.  Missionary Schools – Provided basic literacy but often imposed Western curricula and religious instruction.

2.  Government Schools – Introduced English as the medium of instruction, creating a divide between 

English �speaking elites and the broader Malay populace.

3.  Madrasah Schools – Continued to operate, but were marginalised by the new colonial education policy.

While colonial education introduced modern subjects such as science and mathematics, it also disrupted traditional

learning pathways.

1.4.2 The Dutch and Portuguese Contributions

Although their influence was less pronounced in the Malay Peninsula, Dutch and Portuguese missionaries

established schools in the Malay Archipelago’s eastern regions. They introduced European scientific knowledge

and religious instruction, further diversifying the educational milieu.

1.5 The National Awakening and the Quest for Indigenous Education



By the early 20th century, the rise of nationalist movements prompted a reevaluation of the colonial education 

system.  Leaders such as Dato’ Onn Jaafar and Tun Abdul Rahmanadvocated for an education that reflected local

values and addressed the needs of the Malaysian people.

1.5.1 The Formation of the Malay Education Council

The Malay Education Council(1940) sought to standardise curricula, promote Malay language instruction, and

integrate Islamic teachings into the school system. This marked a shift towards a more balanced approach that

combined colonial modernity with indigenous traditions.

1.5.2 The Role of Islamic Education in the Nationalist Movement

Islamic scholars and organisations, such as the Majlis Agama Islam Malaysia, played a pivotal role in mobilising the

Malay populace. They emphasised the importance of a national identity rooted in Islamic values and Malay

heritage.

1.6 Post �Independence Educational Reforms

Malaysia achieved independence in 1957, and the new government faced the challenge of building an inclusive

education system that could serve a multi �ethnic society. The 1958 Education Act laid the foundation for a unified

curriculum, while respecting the rights of religious schools.

1.6.1 The Dual System of Education

Malaysia adopted a dual system comprising:

•  National Schools (Sekolah Kebangsaan): English �based curriculum with Malay as the medium of instruction.

•  Islamic Schools (Sekolah Islam): Focused on religious studies, with Malay and Arabic as key languages.

This structure allowed for cultural preservation while promoting national cohesion.

1.6.2 The Expansion of Higher Education

In the 1960s, the government established the University of Malaya (UM) and other institutions to cultivate local

talent in science, engineering, and humanities. These universities became crucibles for research and intellectual

exchange, further cementing Malaysia’s status as a knowledge hub.

1.7 Contemporary Challenges and Opportunities in Malaysian Education

Today, Malaysia faces new challenges such as digital transformation, global competition, and the need for inclusive

education. However, the nation’s deep-rooted tradition of valuing learning provides a strong foundation for

addressing these issues.

1.7.1 Embracing Technology and Innovation

Government initiatives like the National Digital Economy Blueprint aim to integrate e �learning platforms, AI, and data

analytics into the education system. This digital pivot seeks to bridge gaps between urban and rural learning

environments.

1.7.2 Preserving Cultural Heritage

Efforts to incorporate local languages, folklore, and traditional knowledge into curricula aim to preserve Malaysia’s

diverse heritage.  This includes the revival of indigenous art forms and the documentation of oral histories.

1.7.3 Promoting Multilingualism and Global Competence



While Malay remains the national language, proficiency in English, Mandarin, and Tamil is encouraged to prepare

students for the global marketplace. Multilingual education fosters cross �cultural understanding and economic

resilience.

Conclusion

From the earliest hunter �gatherer societies to the sophisticated universities of today, Malaysia’s educational journey 

reflects a continual dialogue between tradition and innovation.  The bab 1 sejarah awal negara pengajian 

malaysiais not merely a historical record; it is a living narrative that informs contemporary policy, inspires future

generations, and underscores the nation’s enduring commitment to knowledge. As Malaysia navigates the

complexities of the 21st century, its rich educational heritage will remain a guiding star, illuminating pathways

toward a more enlightened and inclusive society.
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