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Automation Production Systems and Computer Integrated Manufacturing 
4th Edition by Groover Mikell P 2014 Hardcover: A Comprehensive Guide

In the rapidly evolving world of manufacturing, the integration of automation and computer systems has become the 

backbone of modern production. For engineers, managers, and students seeking a deep understanding of these 

technologies, Automation Production Systems and Computer Integrated Manufacturing 4th Editionby Mikell P.

Groover stands out as an authoritative reference. Published in 2014, this hardcover edition consolidates the latest

research, industrial practices, and cutting �edge case studies that shape today's manufacturing landscape.

Why This Book Is a Must �Read for Manufacturing Professionals

The 4th edition of Groover’s classic text offers a unique blend of theoretical foundations and practical applications. It

is designed to help readers:

•  Understand the core principles of automation and computer �integrated manufacturing (CIM).

•  Explore the latest technologies such as robotics, sensors, and artificial intelligence.

•  Apply best practices to design, evaluate, and optimize production systems.

•  Bridge the gap between academic concepts and real �world industrial challenges.

Whether you are a seasoned engineer looking to refresh your knowledge or a student preparing for a career in

manufacturing, this book provides the tools and insights needed to excel.

Key Themes Covered in the 4th Edition

1. Foundations of Automation and CIM

The book begins with a solid foundation in the history and evolution of automation. It explains how the integration of

computers, control systems, and information technology transformed traditional manufacturing into highly efficient,

flexible, and responsive production environments.

2. System Design and Analysis

Readers learn how to model production systems, analyze workflow, and evaluate system performance using

quantitative methods. Topics include:

•  Process flowcharts and data collection techniques.

•  Simulation tools for predicting system behavior.

•  Key performance indicators (KPIs) such as throughput, capacity, and reliability.

3. Robotics and Automation Technologies

Robotics, one of the most visible aspects of CIM, is explored in depth. The book covers:

•  Types of industrial robots and their applications.



•  Robot kinematics, dynamics, and control strategies.

•  Human �robot collaboration and safety standards.

4. Advanced Sensors and Data Acquisition

Modern manufacturing relies on precise sensing and real �time data acquisition. The text discusses:

•  Vision systems, laser scanners, and acoustic sensors.

•  Integration of sensor data into control loops.

•  Data analytics for predictive maintenance.

5. Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT) and Industry 4.0

As the manufacturing industry embraces digital transformation, the book examines the role of IIoT, cloud

computing, and edge analytics in creating smart factories.

6. System Integration and Interoperability

Effective CIM requires seamless communication between machines, software, and human operators. Topics

include:

•  Communication protocols (OPC UA, MQTT, etc.).

•  Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) integration.

•  Cybersecurity considerations for connected systems.

How to Use This Book Effectively

To get the most out of the 4th edition, consider the following study strategies:

1.  Start with the Overview: Read the introductory chapters to grasp the big picture before diving into technical 

details.

2.  Leverage the Illustrations: The book is rich with diagrams and real �world photographs that illustrate concepts.

3.  Apply the Case Studies: Each chapter includes case studies that demonstrate how the theory is applied in 

industry.

4.  Use the End �of �Chapter Questions: Test your understanding and identify areas that need further review.

5.  Consult the Glossary: Familiarize yourself with key terminology to build a strong vocabulary.

What Makes the 4th Edition Stand Out?

While earlier editions of Groover’s text were already highly regarded, the 4th edition introduces several significant

enhancements:

•  Updated Content: Incorporates the latest advancements in robotics, AI, and IIoT.

•  Expanded Case Studies: Features new examples from automotive, aerospace, and consumer electronics 

sectors.

•  Enhanced Visuals: Improved graphics and color illustrations make complex concepts easier to grasp.

•  Practical Tools: Includes downloadable worksheets and simulation files for hands �on learning.

Real �World Applications Highlighted in the Book

Automotive Manufacturing

Automotive plants exemplify the integration of high �speed assembly lines with robotic welding and painting stations.

The book details how CIM improves quality control and reduces cycle times.



Aerospace Production

Aerospace manufacturers use precision robotics for assembling composite materials. The text explains the

stringent safety and quality requirements that drive automation strategies.

Consumer Electronics

Fast �moving consumer goods demand flexible manufacturing. The book illustrates how modular production cells and

reconfigurable robots enable rapid product changes.

Key Takeaways for Industry Professionals

•  Automation is no longer optional; it is essential for competitiveness.

•  Designing production systems requires a holistic view that balances cost, flexibility, and reliability.

•  Robust sensor integration and data analytics unlock predictive maintenance and process optimization.

•  Cybersecurity must be built into CIM from the ground up.

•  Continuous learning and adaptation are vital as technology evolves.

How the 4th Edition Supports Academic and Professional Growth

For students, the book serves as a foundational text that prepares them for careers in manufacturing engineering,

industrial automation, and systems design. Professors can use its structured chapters and problem sets to design

coursework and labs.

For professionals, the 4th edition offers actionable insights that can be translated into process improvements, cost

reductions, and innovation initiatives within their organizations.

Where to Find This Hardcover Edition

Interested readers can acquire the Automation Production Systems and Computer Integrated Manufacturing 4th 

Edition by Groover Mikell P 2014 Hardcoverthrough major book retailers, academic libraries, or specialized

industrial publishing platforms. It is also available in digital formats for those who prefer e �readers.

Conclusion

Automation and computer �integrated manufacturing are reshaping the industrial landscape. The 4th edition of

Groover’s classic text provides a comprehensive, up �to �date resource that bridges theory and practice. Whether you

aim to design the next generation of smart factories, enhance existing production lines, or build a career in

manufacturing engineering, this hardcover edition offers the knowledge, tools, and inspiration you need to succeed.
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