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Introduction

Armitron watches have long been celebrated for their blend of classic design, reliable performance, and affordable
price. Whether you own a vintage chronograph or a modern quartz model, one common challenge every Armitron
owner faces is the inevitable depletion of the watch battery. A dead battery can leave you with a stylish timepiece
that no longer keeps time, and replacing it promptly is essential to maintain both the watch’s function and its
aesthetic value.

This guide is your go to resource for everything related taarmitron watch battery replacement. We’ll walk you
through the signs that a battery needs changing, how to pick the right replacement, the tools you'll need, a detailed
step by step process, and when it's best to call a professional. By the end, you’'ll have all the knowledge to keep your
Armitron ticking accurately for years to come.

Understanding Armitron Watches

Armitron, a brand that has been synonymous with quality timekeeping for decades, offers a wide range of watches
—from elegant dress watches to rugged sports models. Regardless of style, most Armitron watches rely on quartz
or automatic movements, but the majority of models on the market today are quartz and therefore depend on a
small battery to power the movement.

Typical Armitron battery models include:

e CR2032 (3.6 /V, round, 20 /mm diameter)

e LR44 (1.5 /V, cylindrical, 11 /mm diameter)

¢« SR626SW (3 /V, round, 6 /mm diameter)

e Other brand specific batteries for certain limited editions

Knowing which battery your particular Armitron model uses is the first step in a successful replacement.

Common Battery Issues

When a watch battery runs low, the symptoms can be subtle or dramatic. Recognizing these early signs can
prevent costly damage to the movement and ensure you don’t miss an important appointment because your watch
stopped.

1. Slow or irregular timekeeping: The watch may lag behind or jump forward.
Sudden stop: A complete halt of the hands.

Weak illumination: The watch’s backlight or luminous markers may fade.
Strange noises: A ticking sound that sounds off or intermittent.

Display issues: In digital models, the screen may flicker or go blank.
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Signs Your Armitron Watch Needs Battery Replacement

While some of the symptoms above are generic to any quartz watch, here are a few Armitron specific indicators that
a battery change is imminent:



e Model numbers that include “CR” or “LR” in the packaging usually use CR2032 or LR44 batteries.
« If you notice a slight “click” when the watch stops, the battery may have been discharged for too long.
e Armitron watches with a date complication often lose the date function first, indicating battery depletion.

When you suspect battery failure, it's best to act quickly to avoid accidental damage to the movement or the
watch’s crystal.

Choosing the Right Battery

Replacing a battery is straightforward, but using the wrong type can cause damage. Follow these steps to ensure
you pick the correct battery:

1. Check the watch’s manual: The model’s user manual lists the exact battery type.

2. Inspect the existing battery: If you have a spare, compare its size and voltage.

3. Visit a reputable retailer: Stores that specialize in watch parts often have a catalog of compatible batteries.

4. Use the same brand or equivalent: If the original battery is a specific brand, try to find the same brand;
otherwise, choose a reputable equivalent.

For example, if your Armitron model uses a CR2032, purchasing a CR2032 from a trusted supplier guarantees
compatibility.

Tools and Materials Needed

Replacing an Armitron watch battery is a delicate task. Gather the following before you start:

e New battery (matching the model)

Small flathead screwdriver or a watch case opener tool
Spring-loaded tweezers or a battery pickup tool

Soft cloth or anti static pad

* Magnifying glass (optional but helpful)

e Watch case back removal tool (if the case back is screw type)
» Clean workspace with adequate lighting

Having these tools on hand reduces the risk of damaging the watch during the replacement.

Step by Step Guide to Replacing the Battery

Follow these instructions carefully to replace the battery on most Armitron watches. If your watch has a unique
case back or a different movement, consult the manual or a professional.

Step 1 — Prepare the Workspace

Place a clean, flat surface and lay a soft cloth to prevent scratches. Ensure you have good lighting, and keep all
tools within reach.

Step 2 — Remove the Case Back

Armitron watches typically feature one of two case back types:

e Push off case back: Use a flathead screwdriver or case opener tool. Insert the tip into the seam and gently pry
upward.

e Screw type case back: Use a Phillips screwdriver or a watch case back removal tool to unscrew the back
counterclockwise.



Be patient; avoid using excessive force to prevent cracking the crystal or damaging the movement.

Step 3 — Identify the Battery

Once the back is removed, locate the battery. It's usually held in a small compartment by a plastic or metal clip.
Note its orientation: the positive (+) side typically faces the movement, and the negative (-) side faces the crystal.

Step 4 — Remove the Old Battery

Use tweezers or a battery pickup tool to carefully lift the battery out. If a spring clip holds the battery, gently pry it
free. Avoid touching the battery’s terminals with metal tools to prevent short circuits.

Step 5 — Insert the New Battery

Place the new battery in the compartment, matching the orientation of the original. Press it gently until it clicks into
place. Double check that the battery is seated correctly and that the clip is secure.

Step 6 — Re attach the Case Back

Replace the case back and secure it. If it's a push off back, press firmly until it clicks. For screw type backs, tighten
clockwise until snug, but avoid overtightening, which could damage the threads.

Step 7 —Test the Watch

Set the time, date, and any other complications. Let the watch run for a few minutes to confirm it's functioning
correctly. If the watch still shows errors or stops, double check the battery orientation and ensure the clip is secure.

Step 8 — Clean Up

Dispose of the old battery responsibly. Many communities have battery recycling programs. Store the tools in a safe
place for future use.

Safety Tips

Replacing a watch battery is safe, but these precautions help avoid injury or damage:

« Never use sharp tools that could puncture the battery, as this can release hazardous chemicals.
* Keep the watch away from heat sources and direct sunlight during replacement.

¢ Use a non metallic surface to prevent accidental short circuits.

 If you're unsure about a step, pause and consult a professional.

Professional vs DIY Replacement

While many Armitron owners enjoy the satisfaction of a DIY battery replacement, certain situations call for
professional assistance:

¢ Complex movements: Watches with automatic or mechanical movements often require a watchmaker’s
expertise.

e Water sealed models: If your Armitron watch is water resistant, a professional can ensure the seal remains
intact.

¢ Unusual case backs: Some limited editions feature screw in or proprietary case backs that may need
specialized tools.

e Warranty considerations: If your watch is still under warranty, self service may void it.

In most cases, a simple quartz Armitron watch can be handled with the DIY steps above.



Where to Buy Batteries

Finding the correct battery is essential. Here are reliable sources:

« Official Armitron retailers: Many authorized dealers provide genuine batteries.

¢ Online marketplaces (Amazon, eBay) — look for reputable sellers with high ratings.
¢ Watch parts specialty stores — they often carry a wide range of quartz batteries.

¢ Local watch repair shops — they may also sell replacement batteries.

Always verify the battery’s specifications (voltage, size, model number) before purchase.

Cost of Replacement

The cost of an Armitron watch battery replacement varies depending on the model and where you get it done:

» DIY replacement: A battery typically costs between $5 and $15.
 Professional service: Labor fees range from $10 to $30, plus the battery cost.
¢ Premium models: Some high end Armitron watches may require more specialized parts, increasing the cost.

Overall, a battery replacement is a low cost maintenance task that preserves the value and function of your watch.

Tips to Extend Battery Life

Even with a new battery, you can prolong its life and reduce the frequency of replacements:

Use the watch regularly: Quartz batteries drain faster when the watch sits idle.
Turn off unnecessary features: Disable date or alarm functions if not needed.
Avoid extreme temperatures: Keep the watch away from heat or cold.
Keep the crystal clean: Dust and moisture can create electrical interference.
5. Check for firmware updates: Some Armitron models may have software upgrades that optimize power
consumption.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Can | use a different battery brand?

Yes, as long as the battery matches the specifications (size, voltage, polarity) of the original. Using a battery with
the wrong voltage can damage the movement.

Will replacing the battery affect the watch’s water resistance?

For most quartz Armitron watches, a battery replacement does not compromise water resistance. However, if your
model is water sealed, ensure the case back is sealed properly after replacement.

How often should | replace the battery?

Typically, a quartz battery lasts between 2—3 years, depending on usage and model. If you notice
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