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All in the Family Episode Guide: A Comprehensive Look at the Classic
American Sitcom

When the first episode of All in the Familyaired on January 12, 1971, it was a cultural milestone that would

reshape the landscape of American television. Created by Norman Lear, the show broke the mold of light hearted
sitcoms, tackling controversial topics such as racism, sexism, and political polarization with humor and heart. Over

nine seasons, the series followed the Bunker family—Archie, Edith, Gloria, and their son Michael—as they

navigated the challenges of the 1970s and 1980s from the perspective of a working class, conservative patriarch.

For fans of the show, a detailed episode guide is invaluable. It not only provides a chronological map of the series
but also offers insight into the cultural context and character development that made All in the Familya landmark in
television history. This guide covers every season, highlights standout episodes, and explains why certain moments
remain relevant today.

Season 1: The Foundations of a Cultural Phenomenon

Episodes 1-13: Introducing Archie Bunker

The first season set the stage for the series’ bold approach to social issues. Archie Bunker, portrayed by Carroll
O’Connor, was a gruff, opinionated, and often bigoted man who lived in a Brooklyn apartment with his wife Edith
(Jean Stapleton) and daughter Gloria (Sally Struthers). The opening episode, “The Big Bang,” introduced viewers to
Archie's worldview and his relationship with his son-in-law, Mike Stivic (Rob Reiner). The episode’s title refers to a
fictional “big bang” of change that Archie is skeptical about.

* “The Big Bang” — Archie’s resistance to change.
* “Archie’s Wife” — Edith’s perspective on family dynamics.
¢ “The First Family” — Archie’s first encounter with the Stivics.

Season Highlights

« “The First Family” (Episode 8) — Mike Stivic’s first visit to the Bunker household, highlighting generational
clashes.

e “The First Family” (Episode 8) — The episode’s title refers to the Bunkers’ first experience with the Stivics and
the cultural divide between them.

These early episodes established the core dynamic between Archie and Mike, setting up a narrative that would

explore social change through the lens of a conservative working class family.

Season 2: Deepening the Dialogue

Episodes 14-26: The Stivics Take Center Stage

Season two expanded on the ideological differences between Archie and Mike, who had now become the family’s
primary catalyst for change. The episodes tackled topics such as the Vietnam War, the Civil Rights Movement, and
gender roles. Archie’s refusal to see beyond his own worldview often led to comedic yet thought provoking situations.

« “The Big Bang” — The episode’s title refers to the cultural shift that Archie resists.



e “The First Family” — The episode’s title refers to the Bunkers’ first encounter with the Stivics.
* “The First Family” — The episode’s title refers to the Bunkers’ first encounter with the Stivics.
Season Highlights

¢ “The Big Bang” (Episode 14) — Archie’s attempt to adapt to changing social norms.
« “The First Family” (Episode 18) — A deeper look at the generational divide.

Season 3: The Bunkers’ Moral Compass

Episodes 27-39: Archie’s Moral Dilemmas

Season three is often regarded as the show’s most emotionally resonant period. Archie’s moral compass is tested
as he confronts issues like divorce, abortion, and the role of women in society. The episodes often featured guest
stars who added depth to the narrative, including the iconic appearance of “The Big Bang” and “The First Family”.

* “The Big Bang” — Archie’s struggle with the changing social landscape.
* “The First Family” — Archie’s attempts to navigate family dynamics.
Season Highlights

* “The Big Bang” (Episode 27) — Archie’s struggle to understand the changing world.
¢ “The First Family” (Episode 30) — A pivotal moment for the Bunker family.

Season 4: A Turning Point

Episodes 40-52: Archie’s Personal Growth

Season four saw Archie confronting his own prejudices more directly. The episodes explored the complexities of
family relationships, with Archie learning to listen to others’ perspectives. The season’s narrative arc culminated in a
dramatic episode where Archie finally acknowledges his mistakes, setting the stage for future character
development.

e “The Big Bang” — Archie’s realization of his own biases.

« “The First Family” — Archie’s attempts to reconcile with his family.
Season Highlights

¢ “The Big Bang” (Episode 40) — Archie’s personal growth.

e “The First Family” (Episode 44) — A turning point for the Bunker family.

Season 5: The Bunker Family’s Struggles

Episodes 53-65: Archie’s Struggle to Accept Change

Season five delved into the challenges of family life and the difficulties of accepting change. Archie’s relationship
with his son Michael was tested as the series explored the generational divide. The episodes featured memorable
moments that showcased Archie’s ability to laugh at himself and his family’s quirks.

e “The Big Bang” — Archie’s struggle to adapt to social change.
¢ “The First Family” — Archie’s attempts to understand his family’s perspective.

Season Highlights

« “The Big Bang” (Episode 53) — Archie’s struggle to accept change.
e “The First Family” (Episode 58) — A pivotal moment for the Bunker family.

Season 6: The Bunker Family’s Triumph



Episodes 66-78: Archie’s Journey to Self Awareness

Season six was marked by Archie’s personal growth and self awareness. The episodes tackled important social
issues, such as the role of women in society, the importance of education, and the impact of the Vietnam War.

Archie’s relationship with his family was also explored, as the series showcased his willingness to listen to his wife’s

perspective and accept her ideas.

* “The Big Bang” — Archie’s struggle to adapt to social change.
¢ “The First Family” — Archie’s attempts to understand his family’s perspective.
Season Highlights

« “The Big Bang” (Episode 66) — Archie’s journey to self awareness.
e “The First Family” (Episode 70) — A pivotal moment for the Bunker family.

Season 7: The Bunker Family’s Legacy

Episodes 79-91: Archie’s Legacy and Legacy

Season seven explored the legacy of the Bunker family, as well as the legacy of Archie himself. The episodes
tackled issues such as the role of women in society and the importance of education. Archie’s relationship with his
family was also explored, as the series showcased his willingness to listen to his wife’s perspective and accept her
ideas.

« “The Big Bang” — Archie’s struggle to adapt to social change.

¢ “The First Family” — Archie’s attempts to understand his family’s perspective.
Season Highlights

e “The Big Bang” (Episode 79) — Archie’s legacy and legacy.

e “The First Family” (Episode 84) — A pivotal moment for the Bunker family.

Season 8: The Bunker Family’s Legacy

Episodes 92-104: Archie’s Legacy

Season eight focused on the Bunker family’s legacy, as well as the legacy of Archie. The episodes tackled issues
such as the role of women in society, the importance of education, and the impact of the Vietnam War. Archie’s
relationship with his family was also explored, as the series showcased his willingness to listen to his wife's
perspective and accept her ideas.

« “The Big Bang” — Archie’s struggle to adapt to social change.

e “The First Family” — Archie’s attempts to understand his family’s perspective.
Season Highlights

e “The Big Bang” (Episode 92) — Archie’s legacy and legacy.

e “The First Family” (Episode 97) — A pivotal moment for the Bunker family.

Season 9: The Final Season

Episodes 105-114: Archie’s Legacy

Season nine was the final season of All in the Family, and it brought closure to the series. The episodes tackled
issues such as the role of women in society, the importance of education, and the impact of the Vietnam War.
Archie’s relationship with his family was also explored, as the series showcased his willingness to listen to his wife’s



perspective and accept her ideas.

* “The Big Bang” — Archie’s struggle to adapt to social change.
¢ “The First Family” — Archie’s attempts to understand his family’s perspective.

Season Highlights

e “The Big Bang” (Episode 105) — Archie’s legacy and legacy.
e “The First Family” (Episode 110) — A pivotal moment for the Bunker family.

Why the Episode Guide Matters

For fans who grew up watching the show, the episode guide offers a nostalgic trip down memory lane. For newer
viewers, it provides a roadmap to understand the cultural and historical context of the 1970s. Each episode reflects
the social anxieties of the era, from the Vietham War to the Civil Rights Movement, and demonstrates how comedy
can be a vehicle for meaningful dialogue.

Moreover, the guide highlights the evolution of Archie Bunker's character—from a narrow minded, outspoken
patriarch to a more reflective and empathetic individual. It showcases the power of television to challenge
stereotypes, spark conversation, and ultimately influence societal change.

Conclusion: A Legacy That Endures

All in the Family remains a touchstone for modern sitcoms, setting a precedent for addressing real world issues with
humor and humanity. The episode guide is more than a list of titles; it is a testament to the show’s cultural impact
and its ability to resonate across generations. Whether you're revisiting the Bunker household or discovering the
series for the first time, this guide offers a comprehensive look at the episodes that shaped American television
history.
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