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Understanding AerJ Submission Guidelines: A Complete Guide for Authors

Publishing in a reputable scientific journal is a milestone for any researcher. It validates the effort invested in a 

study and shares new knowledge with the wider community. However, the path to publication is often paved with 

stringent formatting rules and procedural steps that can be intimidating, especially for early �career scientists. One of 

the most frequently cited challenges is mastering the aerj submission guidelines—the specific set of rules that

govern how manuscripts should be prepared and submitted to the Aeronautical Journal (AerJ). This comprehensive

guide will walk you through every aspect of the AerJ submission process, from the initial manuscript preparation to

the final decision stage, ensuring that your paper meets the journal’s high standards and increases its chances of

acceptance.

Why AerJ Matters for Aeronautical Researchers

The Aeronautical Journal is the flagship publication of the Royal Aeronautical Society and is widely recognized for

its rigorous peer �review process, interdisciplinary coverage, and impact on both academia and industry. Publishing

in AerJ offers several advantages:

•  High Visibility: Articles are indexed in major databases such as Scopus, Web of Science, and Google Scholar.

•  Interdisciplinary Reach: AerJ welcomes research from aerodynamics, propulsion, materials science, flight 

safety, and more.

•  Peer �Review Rigor: The journal’s double �blind review ensures credibility and scientific integrity.

•  Impact Factor: A strong impact factor reflects the influence of published research.

Because of these benefits, authors often seek to align their manuscript with the AerJ submission guidelines to

maximize the likelihood of publication.

Getting Started: Overview of the AerJ Submission Process

1.  Pre �Submission Checklist: Verify that your research fits the scope of AerJ and that you have complied with 

the journal’s ethical and copyright policies.

2.  Manuscript Preparation: Format your document according to the specified style, including headings, 

citations, and figure quality.

3.  Cover Letter: Craft a concise, compelling letter to the Editor that highlights the novelty and relevance of your 

work.

4.  Online Submission: Use the AerJ online portal to upload your manuscript, figures, tables, and supplementary 

files.

5.  Peer Review: Respond to reviewers’ comments promptly and revise accordingly.

6.  Final Acceptance: After satisfactory revisions, the manuscript is accepted for publication.

Below, we detail each step and provide practical tips to streamline your submission.

1. Pre �Submission Checklist

Before you dive into formatting, ensure that your manuscript meets the following criteria:



•  Scope Alignment: AerJ publishes original research, review articles, and technical notes. Confirm that your 

topic falls within the journal’s remit.

•  Ethical Compliance: For studies involving human subjects, animals, or hazardous materials, provide 

institutional review board approval or equivalent documentation.

•  No Prior Publication: The manuscript must not have been published elsewhere, nor be under consideration by 

another journal.

•  Corresponding Author Credentials: The corresponding author should have a valid email address and be 

willing to handle correspondence throughout the review process.

•  Funding and Conflict of Interest Disclosure: Declare all sources of funding and any potential conflicts of 

interest.

Completing this checklist reduces the likelihood of desk rejection and ensures a smoother review process.

2. Manuscript Preparation: Formatting Essentials

Adhering to the AerJ formatting guidelines is non �negotiable. Failure to comply can result in delayed reviews or

outright rejection. Below are the core formatting rules:

2.1 General Document Structure

•  Use a standard 12 �point Times New Roman or Arial font.

•  Set 1.5 �line spacing for the main text; single spacing is acceptable for footnotes and references.

•  Margins should be 2.54 cm (1 inch) on all sides.

•  All sections should be numbered: 1. Introduction, 2. Materials and Methods, 3. Results, 4. Discussion, 5. 

Conclusions.

•  Include a running header with the article title and author names.

2.2 Title Page

•  Title: Concise yet descriptive. Avoid abbreviations unless they are widely understood.

•  Author list: Provide full names, institutional affiliations, and ORCID iDs.

•  Corresponding author: Indicate with an asterisk and provide full contact details.

•  Keywords: Provide 4–6 keywords that capture the essence of the study.

2.3 Abstract

•  Word limit: 250–300 words.

•  Structure: Background, Methods, Results, Conclusions.

•  Use no abbreviations or citations.

2.4 Main Text

•  Sections should be clearly separated with heading levels.

•  Figures and tables should be placed after their first reference in the text.

•  Use high �resolution images (minimum 300 dpi) and vector graphics where possible.

2.5 References

•  Follow the Vancouver style (numeric citations).

•  Use the Journal of the Royal Aeronautical Society reference template.

•  Ensure all in �text citations have a corresponding entry in the reference list.

2.6 Supplementary Materials

•  Include raw data, additional figures, or detailed methodological steps as separate files.

•  Label them clearly (e.g., “Supplementary File 1 – Raw Data”).



•  Make sure supplementary files are in PDF or CSV format, unless otherwise specified.

3. Crafting an Effective Cover Letter

The cover letter is your first chance to persuade the Editor that your manuscript deserves consideration. Keep it

concise (no more than one page) and include:

•  Brief Introduction: State the manuscript title and the type of article.

•  Significance: Highlight why the work is novel and relevant to AerJ’s readership.

•  Compliance: Confirm that the manuscript adheres to all ethical and formatting guidelines.

•  Suggested Reviewers (optional): Provide names and affiliations of potential reviewers who are experts in the 

field.

4. The Online Submission Portal

All submissions to AerJ are processed through the journal’s online portal. Follow these steps:

1.  Log in or create an account on the AerJ submission website.

2.  Enter manuscript details: title, abstract, keywords, author information.

3.  Upload the main manuscript file (PDF or Word), figures, tables, and supplementary files.

4.  Attach the cover letter and any required forms (e.g., conflict of interest disclosure).

5.  Review all information for accuracy before clicking “Submit.”

After submission, you will receive a confirmation email containing a reference number. Use this number for all

future correspondence.

5. Peer Review: What to Expect

AerJ employs a double �blind review process to ensure impartiality. Reviewers evaluate the manuscript based on

originality, methodological rigor, clarity, and relevance. Typical review outcomes include:

•  Accept: Rarely, for exceptional work.

•  Minor Revisions: Minor changes to text, figures, or references.

•  Major Revisions: Substantial modifications, often involving additional experiments or data analysis.

•  Reject: The manuscript does not meet the journal’s standards.

5.1 Responding to Reviewer Comments

When revising, follow these best practices:

•  Address Every Comment: Even if you disagree, explain your reasoning politely.

•  Use a Response Letter: Number each reviewer comment and provide a corresponding response.

•  Highlight Revisions: Use track changes or highlight text in the revised manuscript.

•  Maintain Professionalism: Avoid defensive language; focus on improving the manuscript.

6. Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

•  Inadequate Formatting: Double �check margins, font size, and heading styles before submission.

•  Missing Ethical Statements: Always include statements about IRB approval, animal ethics, or environmental 

compliance.

•  Incorrect Reference Style: Use reference management software (EndNote, Zotero) set to Vancouver style.

•  Unclear Figures: Provide descriptive captions and ensure all symbols are defined.

•  Late Submissions: Submit well before the deadline to avoid delays.



7. Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

A: Yes, as long as the manuscript is substantially expanded and not identical to the conference paper.

A: AerJ does not charge authors for publication, but open �access articles may incur a fee.

A: Authors can suggest reviewers, but the Editor reserves the right to select reviewers independently.

8. Resources for Authors

•  AerJ Author Guidelines PDF: Available on the journal’s website.

•  Royal Aeronautical Society Writing Center: Offers workshops and templates.

•  Reference Management Tools: EndNote, Zotero, Mendeley.

•  Ethics Guidelines: Royal Society of Edinburgh’s research ethics handbook.

Conclusion

Mastering the AerJ submission guidelines is a critical step toward successful publication in one of the most

respected aeronautical journals. By carefully following the formatting rules, preparing a compelling cover letter, and

engaging constructively with the peer �review process, authors can significantly improve their chances of

acceptance. Remember that clarity, precision, and adherence to ethical standards are the cornerstones of scholarly

communication. With diligent preparation and attention to detail, your manuscript will not only meet but exceed the

expectations set by the AerJ submission guidelines, ultimately contributing valuable insights to the field of

aeronautics.
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