
ENTERTAINMENT & ANIMATION

adventure time fionna and cake characters
Published: September 3, 2026  |  Index ID: #-

•  Fionna Campbell: A grounded, 20-something version of Finn the Human dealing with urban malaise.

•  Cake the Cat: Formerly a mundane house cat who regains her magical, shapeshifting abilities.

•  Simon Petrikov: The emotional anchor of the series, grappling with his identity post-Ice King.

•  The Scarab: A cosmic antagonist representing rigid bureaucracy and the order of the multiverse.

•  Marshall Lee and Prince Gumball: Nuanced, modernized iterations of Marceline and Princess Bubblegum.

•  Themes: Existentialism, grief, the burden of heroism, and the search for meaning in a non-magical world.

The Genesis of Fionna and Cake: From Fan Fiction to Canonical Reality

The journey of Adventure Time: Fionna and Cake characters is one of the most unique narrative evolutions in 

modern animation. Initially introduced in the third season of the original Adventure Timeseries, Fionna and Cake

were presented as fictional characters within the show—products of the Ice King’s fan fiction. This gender-swapped

duo provided a playful mirror to Finn and Jake, but as the lore of Ooo expanded, so did the mystery surrounding

their existence. What began as a meta-commentary on fan culture eventually blossomed into a high-stakes,

multiversal odyssey that serves as a sequel to the original series while forging its own distinct, adult-oriented path.

In the Max original series, we discover that Fionna and Cake are not merely figments of a wizard's imagination. 

Instead, they inhabited a hidden, non-magical universe tucked away inside the Ice King’s mind. When the crown's 

magic was neutralized, their world lost its color, magic, and vibrancy, leaving Fionna Campbell living a mundane life 

in a city that looks remarkably like modern-day New York. This shift from a whimsical fantasy trope to a character-

driven exploration of depression and existential longing is what sets this series apart. Understanding these 

characters requires a deep dive into their psychology, their relationships, and their roles within the vast hierarchy of 

the Adventure Time multiverse.

Fionna Campbell: The Human Heroine Reimagined

A Character Study of Disillusionment

Fionna Campbell is far from the wide-eyed, adventure-seeking hero we first met in Ooo. In the spinoff series, she is

a young woman struggling with the crushing weight of adulthood. She works a series of dead-end jobs, including a

stint as a tour guide and a dog walker, all while feeling an inexplicable void in her life. This version of Fionna

represents the internal struggle of anyone who feels they were meant for something greater but is trapped by the

constraints of reality. Her character design, while maintaining the iconic rabbit-eared hat, reflects a more mature

and weary aesthetic.

The Quest for Magic

Fionna’s arc is defined by her desire for the "magical." Unlike Finn, who grew up in a world of wizards and

monsters, Fionna grows up in a world of rent, taxes, and bus schedules. Her journey begins when she finds herself

accidentally transported into the magical multiverse, where she must learn that being a hero isn't just about fighting

monsters—it's about internal resilience. Her relationship with Simon Petrikov is central to this, as she views him as

a link to the life she believes she should be living. However, as the series progresses, Fionna must confront the

reality that magic often comes with a terrible price, a lesson that Finn learned over the course of ten seasons, but

which Fionna must learn in a matter of days.



Cake the Cat: More Than Just a Sidekick

The Transition from Pet to Protector

Cake the Cat undergoes a radical transformation in the series. In the "mundane" world, she is an ordinary, non-

verbal calico cat. Her transformation begins with a mysterious obsession with ice, leading her to dive into Simon

Petrikov’s portal. Upon entering a magical realm, Cake regains her speech and her ability to stretch, grow, and

morph her body. Her personality is boisterous, loyal, and fiercely protective of Fionna. Unlike Jake the Dog, who

was often a mentor figure to Finn, Cake acts more like a chaotic best friend who is equally as lost as Fionna, yet

significantly more enthusiastic about their new circumstances.

The Biological Connection to Magic

One of the most fascinating aspects of Cake in the Fionna and Cakeseries is how she interacts with the laws of

different universes. Because she is an anomaly—a magical creature from a non-magical universe that was never

supposed to exist—she is a target for cosmic entities. Her powers are fueled by her proximity to magic, and her

physical form often reflects her internal state. Cake’s journey involves reclaiming her identity as a magical being

while maintaining her deep, grounded bond with Fionna.

Simon Petrikov: The Heart and Soul of the Series

Life After the Crown

If Fionna and Cake are the protagonists, Simon Petrikov is the emotional core. For centuries, Simon was the Ice

King, a tragic figure driven mad by a magical crown. Now restored to his human form, he lives in a world that has

moved on without him. He is a man out of time, a scholar of the old world living in a post-apocalyptic candy-coated

future. Simon’s character is a masterclass in the study of grief and survivor's guilt. He mourns his lost love, Betty,

and feels a profound sense of uselessness now that he is no longer a powerful wizard or a needed villain.

The Burden of the Narrator

The series reveals that Fionna and Cake’s world was literally housed within Simon’s brain. This creates a meta-

narrative where Simon is essentially the father/creator of Fionna and Cake. His journey throughout the show is one

of self-acceptance. He believes that the only way to save Fionna’s world is to become the Ice King again—a

sacrifice he is willing to make despite the horror it entails. The interaction between Simon and Fionna is poignant,

as they both long for different versions of the past: Fionna wants the magic of the Ice King’s world, while Simon

wants the normalcy of the world before the Great Mushroom War.

The Gender-Bent Cast of Ooo: Familiar Faces, New Depths

Gary Prince (Prince Gumball)

Gary Prince is the mundane-world counterpart to Prince Gumball. In this reality, he is a struggling pastry chef with

an eye for detail and a heart of gold. His relationship with Fionna is one of supportive friendship, but his true

character depth shines in his interactions with Marshall Lee. Unlike the royal Prince Gumball of the fan fiction, Gary

is vulnerable and lacks the political coldness of Princess Bubblegum. He represents the creative spirit that thrives

even in a non-magical environment.

Marshall Lee

Marshall Lee remains one of the most popular characters in the franchise. In the spinoff, he is a street musician

with a complicated relationship with his mother (the CEO of a massive corporation, mirroring the Queen of the



Night). Marshall Lee’s character explores themes of artistic integrity and the struggle to escape a parent's shadow.

The chemistry between Marshall and Gary is a primary focus for fans, providing a grounded, "human" version of

the Bubbline (Bubblegum and Marceline) romance that is both sweet and complex.

The Cosmic Antagonists: The Scarab and the Order of the Universe

The Scarab: The Divine Auditor

The Scarab is a new addition to the Adventure Time mythos and serves as the primary antagonist of the Fionna 

and Cakeseries. He is a high-ranking cosmic entity whose job is to ensure that the multiverse remains orderly. He

views Prismo’s creation of Fionna and Cake’s universe as a "glitch" or an illegal act of creation. The Scarab is a

terrifying foe because he isn't motivated by evil, but by a rigid, bureaucratic adherence to the rules. He is a hunter, a

tracker, and a symbol of the uncaring nature of the cosmic machine.

Prismo the Wishmaster

Prismo returns as a pivotal character, acting as a benefactor to Fionna and Cake. We learn that Prismo created

their world during a bout of creative loneliness, hiding it within the Ice King's mind to avoid detection from his

superiors. Prismo’s character is further humanized in this series, showing his fallibility and his genuine affection for

his creations. His struggle to protect Fionna and Cake from the Scarab highlights the tension between individual

creativity and institutional control.

Detailed Comparison: Prime Universe vs. Fionna and Cake Universe

To understand the nuances of these characters, it is helpful to compare them to their original counterparts. The

following table highlights the key differences and narrative roles.



Character (Fionna & 
Cake)

Original Counterpart 
(Finn & Jake)

Key Narrative Difference Primary Motivation

Fionna Campbell Finn the Human Older (20s), disillusioned, 
urban-dweller.

Finding magic and purpose.

Cake the Cat Jake the Dog Regains magic; more 
impulsive and energetic.

Protecting Fionna and 
enjoying magic.

Simon Petrikov Ice King / Finn (Mentor) The creator of the sub-
universe; grieving human.

Reconciling with the past/
Betty.

Gary Prince Princess Bubblegum A pastry chef; lacks 
political power.

Success in his craft and 
romance.

Marshall Lee Marceline the Vampire 
Queen

A struggling musician; non-
vampiric initially.

Artistic expression and 
independence.

The Scarab The Lich / New Antagonist Bureaucratic cosmic 
auditor; not inherently 'evil'.

Maintaining multiversal 
order.

The Multiverse Variants: Exploring Alternate Identities

A significant portion of the series involves Fionna, Cake, and Simon traveling through various alternate realities.

Each reality presents a different version of the characters we know, providing deep insight into their core identities.

The Star (Vampire Hunter World)

In one of the most striking episodes, we meet a version of Marceline known as "The Star." In this world, Simon died

before he could protect her, leading her to be raised by the Vampire King. This character shows what happens

when Marceline's darker nature is left unchecked by the human connection Simon provided. It serves as a dark

reflection of the importance of Simon’s role in the multiverse.

Farmworld Finn and His Family

The series revisits the Farmworld timeline, showing an older, battle-hardened Finn who has become a father. This

version of Finn provides a stark contrast to Fionna. While Fionna is looking for adventure, Farmworld Finn is

burdened by the consequences of his past choices and the necessity of protecting his family. This interaction is

crucial for Fionna’s growth, as she realizes that the "adventures" she craves have real, often painful, stakes.

The Baby World and Beyond

From the whimsical and disturbing Baby World to the desolate remains of universes destroyed by the Lich, each 

stop in the multiverse serves to challenge Fionna and Simon’s worldviews. These variants illustrate the Adventure 

Timephilosophy that while circumstances change, the core of a person’s soul—their kindness, their bravery, or

their selfishness—often remains consistent across realities.

Advanced Analysis: The Psychology of the Protagonists

Fionna’s Existential Crisis

Fionna’s journey is a metaphor for the transition into adulthood. Many viewers identify with her feeling that the world

is "grey" and that the vibrant colors of childhood (represented by magic) have faded. Her obsession with finding a



magical solution to her problems is a common psychological response to trauma and dissatisfaction. By the end of

the series, her acceptance of her "non-magical" self is a powerful statement on finding value in the mundane.

Simon’s Path to Self-Forgiveness

Simon Petrikov’s arc is perhaps the most profound in the series. He spends much of the show wishing he could

change the past or sacrifice his sanity to save others. His eventual realization that he deserves to live as Simon, not

just as a vessel for magic or a martyr, is a significant moment of healing. This addresses a long-standing fan desire

to see Simon find peace after his centuries of suffering as the Ice King.

Actionable Insights for Fans: Understanding the Lore

Navigating the lore of Fionna and Cake can be complex. Here is a methodology for deep-diving into the series:

1.  Re-watch the original "Fionna and Cake" episodes: Season 3 Episode 9, Season 5 Episode 11, and others 

provide the foundation for the fan-fiction elements.

2.  Analyze the "Stakes" episode: This Marceline-centric miniseries provides essential context for the Vampire 

World visited in the spinoff.

3.  Follow the Crown's History: Understanding the origin of the Ice King's crown (from the character Evergreen) 

is vital to understanding Simon’s burden and the Scarab’s interest in it.

4.  Contextualize the ending of the original series: The transformation of Betty into Golbetty is the catalyst for 

Simon’s depression in the new series.

Common Pitfalls and Troubleshooting

Pitfall 1: Thinking the series is just for kids. Fionna and Cakedeals with adult themes like depression, alcoholism,

and existential dread. It is rated TV-14 for a reason.

Pitfall 2:Assuming Fionna is just a female Finn. While they share traits, their life experiences are fundamentally

different. Fionna’s struggles are rooted in the modern world, whereas Finn’s are rooted in a post-apocalyptic fantasy.

Pitfall 3:Misinterpreting the Scarab’s motives. He isn't trying to destroy the world; he's trying to do his job. This

makes him a much more complex antagonist than a standard villain.

Frequently Asked Questions

The characters of Adventure Time: Fionna and Cakerepresent a bold new direction for the franchise. By blending

high-concept cosmic horror with deeply personal character studies, the series has cemented its place as a

masterpiece of modern animation. Whether you are a long-time fan of Ooo or a newcomer drawn to its existential

themes, the journey of Fionna, Cake, and Simon Petrikov offers a profound reflection on what it means to be a hero

in a world that often feels anything but magical.
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